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Introduction

In pogstructurdist anthropology kinship and lineages are no longer fashionable. This paper,
however, seeks to explore the constant ements, the patterns or “structures’ so to speak, and,
the lineage factor prominent among them, in connection with new and more vaigble factors
in recent conflicts in Somdia In order to darify the lineages and the contractud eements
employed in ther mobilization it focuses on the best known example, the rivary between the
two pretenders to the presidency of the country, namey Aydid (killed in 1996 and succeeded
by his son) and Ali Mahdi, dong with their respective dlies In the 1990s each one was in
contrd of a pat of the capitd city. It deds with old and new forces in Somdi poalitics
Examples from other parts of Somdia and of Somdi in other countries (Kenya, Europe ...)
ae usd to illudrate one or the other point but are not explored sysematicdly. The paper
garts with a summary of the history of Somdia and continues with an anayss of the forms of

conflict extant there. 2

Somdia, as it appears on the map today, has only exised snce 1960. Or to be more precise,
this condruction exiged from 1960 until it broke up towards the end of the 1980s, when ever
lager pats of the region came under the control of competing militias For roughly three
decades though, a unified date did exist, not only on paper, but as a paliticd redity. As usd
here, however, the tem “the hisgory of Somdia’ indudes both the period prior to and in
paticular the period following this approximatey thirty yeer interlude. Because directly or
indirectly, the problems that led to codly, futile interventions by internationd agencies and to
an ongoing refugee problem dl ultimaidy have something to do with the breskdown of this
state.

1 Gunther Schlee, Max Planck Ingitute for Socid Anthropology, PO Box 11 03 51, 06017 Hale/Sade,
Germany, Tel.: +49-345-29 27 100, Fax: +49-345-29 27 102, Email: schlee@eth.mpg.de

2 There are ealy German versons of this paper (Schlee 1995 and in Schlee/Werner (eds) 1996.) Some of the
mateids used here have dso been included in a more comprehensive publication in Spanish (Schlee 1998). The
present version has been expanded and updated with regard to recent events. (The emphasis here is not on these
events, however; the focus is rather on the identification of patterns, and these can be illustrated just as well with
reference to what happened some time ago as to very recent events) | have adso attempted to take the latest



“Somdli” was of course the name of a people long before the states which Somdis live in
today (Djibouti, Ethiopia, now once more fragmented Somdia and Kenya), and these
countries  colonid forerunners, took shgpe The Somdi language bdongs to the lowland
branch of the East Cushitic languages, as do the neighbouring languages to the west: Afar,
Saho, Oromo and Rendille The internd didect differentiation is srong, and even more
pronounced in the south than the north, which seems to indicate that these people have had a
longer hisory in the south® The nudeus from which the Somali-spesking groups spreed
would appear to lie in the sathwest of the area they currently occupy, probably in the
southern pat of the Ethiopian highlands or in what is today the KenyanrEthiopian border
region (Schlee 1987a). The thess, that there was a generd tendency to migrate from north to
south arises from an unjustified generdization of recent migrations of certain dan groups*
Neverthdess, this drong emphasis on north-south migrations, dso found in ora accounts, ties
in vay wdl with pious legends of genedogicd origins in the quraysh, the tribe of the
Prophet, and descent from migrant Arab sheikhs. Were one to subscribe to these legends, it
would mean that al Somdis were Arabs by patrilined descent. The origins of ther diginctive
language and characterigtics - of everything that makes Somdis Somdi - are not explained in
these traditiond accounts Moreover, different versons of these genedogies contradict one
another (Schlee 1987b, 1989: 214).

As an ehnic caegory, “Somdi” is not clearly ddineated. Certain groups have increasingly
come to see themsdves as Somdi in the course of Idamisation. There are dso transtiond
linguigtic and culturd areas between Oromo and Somdis in which groups may define
themselves more as one or the other depending on what happens to be politicaly opportune®
The firg atempts to colonize Somdi territories were made from 1884 onwards, when the
European countries divided Africa up amongs themsdves a the Berlin Conference. Since the
building of the Suez Cand, Aden had been of extreme importance © the British as a base due
to its podtion on the sea route to India In 1885 and 1886 British negotistors entered into
various agreements to mutual assistance with Somdi chiefs on the coast across from Aden. If

literature into account, in the notes a any rate. | thank Adam Kuper, Stephen Reyna and Patty Gray for
comments.

 See Lamberti 1983 on Somdi didects, Dyen 1956 on the relationship between language distribution patterns
and the history of the spread of people.

4 As recently as 1980 Lewis (1980: 22-3) ill subscribed to this thess. Though often repeated, it has little
historical foundation.



3
one reads these agreements carefully, there is no mention of handing over teritory; but since
the rivd European colonid powers needed no particular legitimation for ther conquests in
Africa anyway, this was of little consequence® In 1885 France took Djibouti, and in 1887 the
Ethiopian emperor Mendik captured the Mudim city of Harer in the east of the country,
driving a wedge degp into Somdi-gpesking territories. In the same year, Ethiopia sSgned a
border agreement with the British. Already a this point, then, the British must have fdt
entitled to digpose of Somdi territories.

Ity completed its takeover of Itdian Somdia only in the 1920s; the teritory finadly took on
the form it was to retain in 1925, when Jubdand, formerly pat of British East Africa, was
conceded to the Itdians The British, having had unplessant experiences with the Aulihan
Somdis a Sarenli in 1916 (Schlee 1989: 44f), were undoubtedly happy to comply with the
Itdians dedre to expand ther territories in this area. Since one of the arenas of the Second
World War was the Horn of Africa, the development of colonies was interrupted during this
period. After the war, the Itaians regained their lost colony in the form of a UN mandate.
From the British-controlled north, however, the Somdi Youth League (SYL) aticlated ever
more pressng demands for independence and since the British and Itdian Somdi territories
became independent in 1960, with their unification into a Sngle date ensuing a few days later,
it can be sad that in effect the colonid period lasted bardy a generdtion. That the colonid
dates did not last long does not mean that the Somdi had no experience of statehood as such.
Just to their west there were sultanates like the one of Harrar and the Ethiopian empire. Djama
(1997 a 403 ff.) is right in undelining thet it would be a smplification to describe Somdi
ciey as a pure and non-date lineage sysem. Mainly on the coast nuclel of centraized
power, the emergence of a commercid cass and links to the world market could be found.
These rudimentary states and commercia networks were penetrated by the lineage mode of
organizetion, and that applies dso to the podcolonid Sate and laer its fragments. Even if
Djama puts the dress on the differences between his andyss and the ,functiondlis modd® of
segmentary lineages, his description is full of references to the latter. His find and concluding
example of a chief who was origindly dected by his lineege and who later managed to find
al sorts of arangements with externd powers and kept an devated pogtion through dl
politicdl upheavds shows, according to Djama, that ,the dynamics & work in the locd
political fiedld can no longer be read dong the old segmentary grid” (1997 a 425). From this

5 Schlee/Shongolo 1995, Schlee 1994a
® FitzGibbon (1982: 15-20) quotes some of these agreements verbatim; see aso Hamilton 1967. On the further
dynamics unleashed by the border drawn between Ethiopiaand north Somdia, see Djama 1993.
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example one can dso draw the opposte concluson: the perssence of choosng a leader by a
lineage council indicates the continued importance of lineages. Even if the ,old segmentary
grids’ ae no longer the only dements necessary to understand locd politics (if ever they
were), it continues to be true that these latter cannot be ,read” without reference to them. (The
translations of citations are all mine.)

What Djamas andyss shows is tha ingead of playing out the ,lineege’ agang the , Sat€"
(like the classcd British authors dd), and ingead of playing out the ,modern” forces and the
»ate' agand the , lineage’, one hasto study the interpenetration of the two.

For a long time after independence Somdia was regarded as the only true nation dtate in
Africa, and given extensve linguigic and culturd unity. Together with the fact thet 4l
Somadlis locate themsdves in a common genedogicd system, and the dmost one hundred per
cent Idamisation, the view seemed judtified. Here and here done in dl of sub-Saharan Africa
the Europeen idea of a ‘nation’, implying something more than jus a common dae, hed
found organizationd expresson. However, the question of what dl Somdis redly do have in
common will be addressed further on. From the outst there was dso the problem that
dthough dmog dl the inhabitants of Somdia were Somdis, by no means dl Somdis lived in
Somdia Right from the dart there were demands for the annexation of the Somdi territories
in Djibouti, Ethiopia and Kenya, and in the 1960s a guerrilla movement in the north of Kenya,
the so-cdled Shifta, fought for the annexation of north and east Kenya with support from
Somdia

Perhgps 1977 can be regarded as the pesk of the Somdi dat€'s power. At this point
democracy had long given way to a dictatorship which was supported by a clan dliance
whose core congged of only a minority population group. Neverthdess Somdia had never
been doser to achieving its military objectives The Western Somali Liberation Front
(WSLF), militarily supported by Somalia, had brought large aress of east Ethiopia, the Haud
and the Ogadeen under its control. In 1978 though things changed. Ethiopia regained its
eadern territories, and in Somdia the refugee camps filled up. The USA had been supporting
Ethiopia for decades, whereas Somdia had been relying mainly on the Soviet Union for the
preceding ten years. A change of dliances occurred in 1977, with the Soviet Union henceforth
supporting Ethiopia, whilst the USA haf-heartedly turned to Somdia
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Prior to this, the USA had acquired the Indian Ocean idand of Diego Garcia as a drategic
base, which meant that Kagnew, its base in Eritrea had ceased to be of much significance.7
The use of this Eritrean base had been agreed with the centrd government in Ethiopia.® Thus
although the USA had up until then had a vey concrete interest in Ethiopia remaning a
centrdized dae this interes now sunk consderably. In addition, the Carter adminigration
was facing growing criticism for supporting a regime responsble for the boody suppresson
of the Eritreen liberation movement. When the revolution in Ethiopia led to imperid rule
being replaced by a regime with Maxig-Leninig prodivities, it was no big ded for the
Americans to end the dliance. The Russans were able to exchange a smdl dly in the Horn

for abig one, thus making a significant advance asfar asinfluencein Africawent.®

Somdia had dso ganed sympahy in the West when Mohammed Sad Bare's government
dlowed a unit of the German Federd Border Guard to storm a Lufthansa aircraft hijacked and
held a& Mogadishu by Arab terrorists on October 18, 1977. The Somdi government expected,
and received, Western support as a reward for their cooperation in what the Germans code-
named “operation fire magic’ (“Aktion Feuerzauber”). However, this support was not
sufficient to ensure Barre' svictory in the Ogadeen war.™©

In the context of the superpowers change of dliances in the Horn of Africa, Somdia and
Ethiopia totted up some Staggering ams-rdated datistics. The Soviet Union's military ad to
Ethiopia in 1977 and 1978, more or less equdled its imports to Somdia over the entire
preceding decade. In 1977 the vaue of ams imports to Ethiopia was 132.3% of the totd
vaue of that country’s exports, and in 1978 the figure was 358.3%. Note that this does not

" Lewis (1981: 14) infers this connection.

8 According to Mathies (1987: 105) the American military’s rights in Ethiopia, paticulaly the use of the
Kagnew base, were granted in return for extensve military and economic aid. “The USA saw in the Ethiopia of
the time a stable, conservative and anti-communist bulwark ...”

® This view, that the Soviets smply exchanged a small piece of Africa for a larger one (about ten times larger in
terms of population) may appear too smplistic to some anaysts.

Prunier (1997: 3%4) dtributes ideologicd motives to the Soviets ,,..Somdia.. saw its Soviet protectors abandon
her in the middle of the conflict to join in a decisve way the sde of the much more credibly Marxist-Leninist
revolution which was taking place a the time in Ethiopid (the trandations of quotations are al mine). The
credibility of MarxismLeninism in Ethiopia in the dergueMengistu period (1974-1991) may appear doubtful to
others (not to spesk of its credibility in Russiaitsalf during that period).

10 Development cooperation in the civilian sector was dso intendfied after “Mogadishu”. For ingtance, the
German Organization for Technica Cooperation, GTZ, was running one of its biggest programmes worldwide in
Somaliain the 1980s, with 22 projects and 50 experts (Conze/Labahn 1986: 7).
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refer to the profits made over and above the rest of the country’s foreign trade, but to the total
vaue of dl products Ethiopia exported in this period. In Somdia too, the vdue of ams
imports exceeded the totd vaue of exports in 1974, 1976, 1977 and 1978 - which, a 158.9%,
reeched its peak. Already in the 1970s, then, there was no hope whatsoever of these countries
ever being ale to pay back the loans teken out on the bass of ther own economies to buy
ams. Nor indeed could those who ddivered wegpons to the Horn on credit have possbly
expected payment (Henze 1984: 651). There are rumours though that in the years that
followed, the Russans had direct access to goldmines in southern Ethiopia, and that gold
ddiveries tha do not gppear in the foreign trade dtatistics were made to the Soviet Union.

When the tide of war turned againg Somdia in the Ogadeen war, there was a massive flood
of refugees. It was never possible to establish exactly how many were involved, snce the
Somdi government sysematicdly hindered or manipulated censuses. In any event, the
government wanted to present high numbers to ensure a congtant flow of aid. Thus from time
to time refugees were moved from one camp to another by truck, to be counted severd times.
In the end a figure of 700,000 was agreed upon - a number which must be regarded as
politicaly motivated, and the result of negotiions™ The country’s dependence on the
international  community rose due to the refugee problem, which was adso perpetuated and
exacerbated by the Somdi government itsdf impeding remigraion and integretion. The
numerous UN officids who lived in a sdect quarter of Mogadishu earned on average 45 times
more than a Somdi minister’? Given this kind of imbaance, it is not hard to imagine that a
Somdi miniger would scarcely be content to live on his sday done ingead, Somdi
bureaucrats made the food ad industry and other charitable inditutions pay for alowing them
to hep the country. The representatives of the ad agencies, who were often on temporary
contracts and anxious to have one project phase after the other implemented, were often only
too willing to pay such bribes. Through this type of corruption and via other mechanisms such
as the disgppearance of goods, dlocation of pods in projects ec., the sate rapidly turned into

an insrument for accessing help from the outside and for creaming off externa resources.

1 Waldron 1984: 673, similarly also Negussay 1984: 665.

2 Usng the Somdi Shilling's black market exchange value, which is a truer reflection of its buying paver, the
difference is in fact 1:90 (Hancock 1991: 198). Anna Simons who witnessed the end of that first (non-military)
UN invason of Somdia in 1989 describes the way of life and the Stereotypicad convictions of this subculture of
American and Europesn “experts’ and the reationships of their Somai employees and counterparts with them.
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At the same time the development of internd resources, in particular the pastord economy,
was increesingly neglected. This was because, even though this view had long since been
refuted by science, there was a “conviction on the part of officids in the loca government and
dso in the internationd development organizations that it [ i. e mobile livestock husbandry,
G. S] is an anachronism, a dgn of backwardness’ (Stern 1991: 124). Similarly, Baas notes.
“The rurd regions, which is the area where foreign exchange income originates, are ignored,
the nomadic life is branded primitive and unproductive’ (1991 234). Stae meaaures,
ogensbly amed a improving grazing conditions, led a best to the dites privatedy acquiring
the choices cuts to be had in the pagtord sysem: an “expresson of politicad caculation
amed a sdf-enrichment on the pat of the government” and maerid condderaions pad to
“financidly powerful persons’ (Stern 1991: 126, see ds0 Janzen 1984).

Yet over the years that sector of Somdi society which could reckon with obtaining benefits
from the dtate shrunk ever more. In spite of making the clan Structure a taboo - under Siad
Bare it was officidly forbidden to ask anyone what their dan was — this same clan Structure
hes dways remained the power base of each Somdi government’® The prohibition on
goecking about dans was linked to the imposshbility of discusing this power base, or indeed
of quedioning its legitimacy. Whereas earlier Somai governments had coopted dements of
vaious clans to widen their power base, Sad Bare's government was known as ‘MOD’: the
‘M’ good for his dan, Marehan (Marexan), the ‘O’ for the Ogadeen, the Presdent’'s mother's
clan (or as one would say in Somdi, the dan of his mother’s brother: reer abti), and the ‘D’
for Dulbahante, the dan of his sonindaw, who was head of State Security.'* As the Barre
regime went into decline, ever larger parts of the Ogadeen and Dulbahante began to pull out,
and eventualy Barre was left with his own clan Marehan as his only power base. On the other

By cdculaing domegtic budgets of the Somai she adso shows thet for them the search for more or less illegd
supplementsto their salarieswas a question of surviva (Simons 1996: 124 ff.).

31t is evident that this taboo on spesking about dans — which here even takes the form of an official interdiction
— is an indicator of the importance of these clans in games of power. It is therefore strange to see anthropologists
who have come to andyse these very power games obey this taboo. Anna Simons (as Djama 1997 b: 525n has
noticed) never gives the names of clans in her case histories. | thought this was political (over-)“correctness’ on
her dde, but she later told me that nobody volunteered clan names to her. And she might not have pushed. In
Kenya, where there are no such political sensitivities, people would often ask somebody for his clan effiliation
before they even knew hisname.

“ Lewis 1981: 16. The Dulbahante son-inlav was Mohamed Seleban Abddlah. More will be sad about
ancther son-in-law of Siad Barre's below.
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hand, during the find dages the Marehan were dmost entirdy militarised or otherwise
incorporated into the Sate.

This process whereby large parts of the Somai population broke away from the dtate until
only the Marehan were left within it, began in the north, where the second largest of Somali
cdan families the Isaaq, had long fet excluded from power. The city of Hargesa was
bombarded, wells poisoned, and millions of landmines were planted in north Somalia.*®

As Mohamed Siad Barre's power dwindled, so the armed oppodtion to him grew, until findly
on Jan. 27, 1991 he was forced to flee Mogadishu. While the exiles organizaions were dill
awaiting conaultation, Ali Mahdi promptly dedlared himsdf interim presdent two days later.
The north reacted on May 18, 1991 by dedaing the indegpendence of ‘Somdiland’ within the
borders of the former British colony. In the south of the country, those forces denied a share
of the power by Ali Mahdi took up arms agang him. On Sept. 10, 1991 the UN announced
that it was pulling out of Somdia dthough it remained active in the northern Republic of
Somdiland (Eikenberg/Kormer 1993: 34-45). The reason for the helpers withdrawa was the
cvil war unleeshed when Ali Mahdi prodamed himsdf presdent. This sdf-proclamation
was contested by the other movements that had ousted Sad Bare. Within a short time,

famine broke out as aresult of the war.

The USA, presumably motivated amongst other consderations by the desire to improve its
image in the Idamic world in the wake of the Gulf War by gppearing in an Idamic country in
the role of helper, not enemy, fet obliged to intervene in the name of the United Nations. On
Dec. 9, 1992, during pesk tdevison viewing time in Ameica, US troops landed in
Mogadishu. Some months later, and aso on camera, the corpses of Americans were
maltrested by an angry mob in the sreets of Mogadishu. As a result, the USA |eft the country
agan, the lag of ther troops pulled out on March 25, 199316, dhead of other intervention
forces — of which the Pakistanis had suffered the most losses.

Here the chronologica overview comes to an end. Looking back, one has to see the United
Nations intervention in Somdia (UNOSOM), in which the US played a prominent part, as a
falure that cogt hillions of dollars, and incurred even greater codts in human and politica

15 Africa Watch Report: Somalia, agovernment at war with its own people, 1990.
% For achronology see Ruf 1994: 165. Ruf discusseslega aspects of the UN intervention.
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terms. Vaious reasons as to why this hgppened will be addressed below in relation to a closer
andyss of forms of conflict and organization in Somdi society.

Formsof conflict in pre-colonial and colonial Somali society

At a conference on the Horn of Africa in December 1993 a the Inditute of African and Asan
Studies of the Univerdty of Khatoum (Sudan), a representative of the Somai Nationd
Alliance (SLA), the faction under Generd ‘Aydid’, one of the former presdents of Somdlia,
took the floor frequently and a length. His thess was that before the intruson of Europeans
into the Horn of Africa, the Somdis lived together in pesce and harmony. Only outsde
interventions, fird the colonid conquest and dl it entalled, then the American intervention,
were able to destroy Somdia's peace. This myth of a pre-colonid idyll was widespread in
sub-Saharan Africa in the 1960s, when decolonisation was a its pesk. However particularly
with regard to Somdlia, this assertion of pre-colonid tranauillity is nothing short of absurd.™

Somdia is the only country in Africa in which the magority of the population ill consds of
nomadic padordids. Even today, the one-sded orientation towards livestock products for
specific markets remains a problem for the export economy.® The picture handed down from

Y Absurd as it may be, this myth about the pacific character of pre-colonid Somdi society seems rather wide-
spread. Prunier has dso come across this “condruction, most often of Somdi origin” (1997: 375) which he
contrasts with his own fnding that “violence is a fact which is inseparable from the life of ssgmentary groups’
(p. 383).

8 According to Janzen (1986: 17), over 50% of the Somai are nomads About 25% live in towns, and the
remaning 25% are sedentary famers. Sedentarization has incressed recently (Aden 1986). The dominance of
the livestock economy is most obvious in the profits from export (in times of peace, figures from 1982). The
livestock economy’s share was 93.9%; agriculture on the other hand made up only 1.3% (Janzen 1986: 22). One
problem with the livestock exports was Saudi Arabia's purchasing monopoly (monopsony) and the onesded
orientation of the trade dtructures towards this (Janzen 1986: 22, 38; Hummen 1986: 120; Aves/Bechtold 1986:
155). Abdullahi (1991: 262) shows the cydlica nature of this trade with Saudi Arabia in a grgphic modd. The
hajj season is the high point of this cycle. This contradicts the image of nomads condtituting a traditional society
producing only for their own needs. Somdi nomads are market-dependent and react to market trends by adapting
their production to meet the demand. As to the export stuation, the mid-nineties presented the following picture:
the prices for smal livestock, which make up the mgority of the exports, were low. The Saud-Arabian
purchasers were in a strong bargaining position. Busy shipping had resumed around many amal harbours on the
Somdi coast. On the Saudi side, a harbour specidly for the livestock trangports from Somadia had been created
near Jdda Here the market was subject to somewhat different practices than esewhere; the suppliers were
exdusvely Somdi, and they were disadvantaged - with officia support. Payment was made in goods, for
example in sugar! Though Somdia did export to other countries on tre Arabian Peninsula, Saudi Arabia is the
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pre-colonid times is dominated by the notion of martid pastordism. Narower and broader
slidarities and dliances were crested according to the prindple of parilined dan
organization in smal units and dso in larger units of the same kind (Schlee 1989: 26-29). By
tracing back the father's line to specific gpicd ancestors, every Somdi was able to evoke
numerous patrilined units, some more redricted, some more expansve. Smdler units of
limited genedogicd depth were included in the larger units caculaed from more digtant
apical ancestors. One of these units — larger units of severa thousand members were chosen
for the purpose — was defined as the unit that had to pay wergild. If a member of such a group
killed a mde outdder, then a fine of 100 camds had to be pad to prevent retdiation. For a
woman the payment was 50 camels, and there was dso a whole cataogue of different gades
of compensation payments for injuries. Such payments are termed mag in Somdi, but are
more frequently referred to by the Arabic term diya in the literature. They are a component of
adat law, which is recognized in the Idamic legd sysem as locd law dbet with a lower
gatus than the shari’a and provided it does not conflict with the shari’a. A larger diya-paying
group had a double advantage over a smdler one Thanks to its own potentid drength, it
could assume with greater confidence that the opposng group would not atempt to take
vengeance and would withdraw from a disputed territory. Even in the event of the larger

group agreeing to pay wergild, the individuad members each hed to pay asmdler contribution.

The rules aout compensation are based on the right to retdiate because one pays
compensdion to avoid vengeance. If one cdls this a form of judice, one might just as well
cdl it a form of injusice Other legd sysems may, of course, dso produce injusice and they
may be sengtive to force and bend the law. In the Somdli case no force is required to bend the
rules force undelies the rules the rules themsdves provide the space in which force is
exerted. If vengeance or acceptance of bloodwedth are equaly legitimate options, t is dways
the paty which is in a pogtion to exet vengeance tha can shape the outcome of the
negotiations by an effective laient threat of violence. Therefore one can defend one's rights
just as well as one's wrongs through this sysem. Below is an eample of what hgppens
between a smdl and wesk group and a large and powerful one as a result of purdy bilaterd
negotiations about compensation without judge or arbitration.

major customer, on account of the haj (Ahmed Farah Mohamed, persond communication, Bidefeld,
16.7.1995). In 1997, Saudi-Arabia once more banned the import of meat from Somdia after an outbresk of Rift
Valey fever in Kenya (IRIN, May 13" 1999).
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In northern Kenya in 1990 | was present a a meeting between Degodia, a large and well
amed dan which dfiliates itsdf by a uterine link to the Hawiyye dan family, and Sakuye, a
group of some one thousand idamised speskers of the Oromo language. The Sakuye hed
auffered a heavy loss of lives and propety during the shifta emergency of the 1960s when
they had taken up the cause of Somdli irredentism.

A young Degodia had rgped a Sakuye girl who was tending animas in the bush. He left her
disfigured and dmost without a voice as a result of stab wounds to the face and neck. The
Sakuye demanded five camds and the Degodia agreed perfectly that that would be a diya
payment judtified by the rules “But, if you demand diya now,” the Degodia went on, “what
would you do in the invere caxe if, for example, one of your youths killed one o ours?
Would you be adle to pay one hundred cames as diya for him? Certainly not. You would ask
us not to indst on diya and to accept the sort of present one would give indde on€'s tribe, in a
brotherly way, to mallify us. Now it is your turn to walve diya and to accept a gift. Let us be
brotherly!” In the end the Sakuye accepted a single camd. However, it is doubtful whether the
Degodia would have shown the same degree of brotherliness, had a Sakuye man raped one of
ther women. More likdy they would have committed a revenge massacre, or, if the Sakuye
had persuaded them to accept compensation, they would have ingsted on one hundred camels.
The Sakuye are too prudent to put this to the tet.

This system of judtice gives those the freedom to defend themsdves who are able to do so. It
knows no other equdity but that of balanced forces. But what about the third part of the motto
of the French revolution, namdy fraternity? This sysem dictaies to everyone not srong
enough to and on his own to become someon€e's little brother as soon as he can. So, in this
system one needs to be strong, and srength depends on numbers and cohesion. If the numbers
of people linked to onesdf by ties based on patrilined descent are not sufficient, they need to
be complemented by contracts.

Let us firg focus on the patrilineal descent groups in which smdler ones are nested in larger
ones that have greater genedogical depth but are of the same kind. As far as the recruitment
of militay drength and organization of sodd <olidaity dong parilined lines is concerned,
the Somdi are by no means unique. The modd of segmentary lineege sysems once was a
dandard one (paticularly in British anthropology: e g Evans-Pritchard 1940, Middleton/Tait
1958). In fact, for a time it was used to such an extent that it has occasondly aroused
criticisam when gpplied dl too mechanicaly to cases where it was not gppropriaie, or when
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other dements of sodd organizaion (Big-Man-ship, age-groups e€tc.), aso present and
meking the picture seem more complex, were neglected due to an dl too one-sided accent on
the segmentary lineage system!® The argument was less concerned with the question of
whether the segmentary lineage system could be seen as an indructive modd — that much was
granted by most — but rather what it was a modd of. Did it model an emic socid condruct, or
a behaviourd redity? Wheress for example Peters (1967), writing on the Bedouin of
Cyrenaica, believed that their form of organization was actudly based on locd units, and that
the lineege genedogies were mere ideology, Sdzman (1978) (fidd research in the Iranian part
of Bauchigan) objected tha the lineage sysem was by no means a folk ideology. Instead it
was rooted in the redity of actud behaviour; and this redity was given in the case of the
Bedouins of Cyrenaica as well. Even if from time to time the lineege sysem might be of
secondary importance to territoridly defined units Sdzmaen argued, it remained in reserve
until the next teritorid shift or next migraion, when it would re-emerge as a functioning
dructure. Later the modd of segmentary lineeges was washed away dtogether by an anti-
dructurdist wave dong with dl other concepts relaing to socid dructure. It was done away
with on the grounds of principle not on empiricd grounds. This later critidsm did not
digtinguish between cases where the modd is more gppropriate and where it is less s0. Those
who discarded this modd often did not replace it by one which explained the data in a better
fashion. Many of them appear not to be interested in explanations a dl (the Writing Culture
crowd). Now the time has come either to give up the anthropologica enterprise dtogether as a
van effort or to take up the sruggle with empirical data and modd building once more. | opt
for the laiter. We can distinguish between cases where the segmentary lineage mode is an
atificid imposition, others, where it works but neglects further important aspects®, and yet
others where it fits rather well. To a large extent, the Somdi — and not jud ther folk ideology

19 Indeed, descriptions of those societies upon which the development of the segmentary lineage modd was
based are the ones mogt intensively reanalysed to find out if other modds could not be used for them. In the
ealy 1980s there was a mgor Nuer debate raging in Current Anthropology (Karp/Maynard 1983 with eight
commentaries, Bonte 1984, Glickman 1985), with a smdler one in American Anthropologist (Verdon 1982,
Kelly 1983). Kuper (1988) is often understood as consdering the entire lineege modd to be an anthropologica
illuson. In a persond conversation, however, he told me tha he regads it as overgenerdized and too
mechanically applied but fitting some cases better than others. This would not amount to a rgection on principle.
Johnson  (1991: 116) keeps himsdf doof from this debate, declaring that dl those involved have completely
misunderstood the history and ecology of the Upper Nile region and that no one has a solid empirica bass. In
part, he asserts, the issue is nothing more then sdlective readings of E.E. Evans-Pritchard (1940).

2 | criticized the model whereby dans and subdans are regarded only as subunits of larger units and interethnic
can identities are neglected (Schlee 1998: 1).
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or the image they themsdves have of their society — correspond to this mode, even if a few
amendments are made beow. This is not to imply thet they are helplesdy subjugeted to these
lineege dructures. Even “descent” is not pure fate, but subject to politicd and rdigious
influences; in other words, to human ambition. (On the influences affecting the formation of
Somdli genedlogies cf. for example Schiee 1989, Chapter 5)* Obvioudy, the ties and bonds
that arise from the obligations imposed by common linear descent or from the transfer of
these reciprocd obligaions to adopted “brothers” were not “discovered” by modern
anthropologists. Indeed, according to Ibn Khadun, blood (induding pseudo-kinship based on
the modd of consanguinity) was the only kind of bond which could serve as a bads for power
a dl. For Ibn Khadun, who andysed Mudim societies in the Maghreb and the Mashreq with
astounding perspicacity in the 14" century, it was nomadic herdsmen, and dso farmers, who
had the necessary tribd coheson to dlow them to teke power in the Mudim dae lbn
Khddun was dso familiar with the complex urban type of society with its divison of Iabour;
this functioned according completely different principles from the communities of equd-
ranking nomadic pagtordigs, but in Ibn Khadun's view lacked the vitd eement of coheson.
(Here he differed from Durkheim, who saw the divison of labour as the root of modern,
higher “organic solidarity” as opposed to the ealier “mechanicd solidarity” of segmentary
societies) For Ibn Khadun, the city was a most a useful Ste where sophidticated objects

were produced, and one which was worth ruling over — but it was never a source of power.

Thus Ibn Khadun's theory is a theory of the dtate. He is interested in how segmentary
sructures form the bass of power in the date (or as we would say today, in a particular kind
of date). Segmentary societies can of course manage very wel without the sate (and unlike

2 To claim that they are a segmentary lineage society seems problematic only in terms of principle. Because if
there are such things as segmentary lineage societies, then they condtitute one. One can of course hold the view
that it doesn’t make sense, or is potentidly mideading a least, to gpply adjectival characterizations of this kind
to sodieties. The line of thought being pursued here is andogous to Needham's, when he dso asserted that there
ae no parilineal and no matrilineal societies, but rather & most patri- and matrilined forms of transferring rights
and dffiliations. If one agpplies characterizations like “segmentary”, “caste’, “modern’, “organic’, “class’ etc. to
entire societies rather than to forms of organization and internd differentiation which may aso co-exis and
interact, then societies end up al too quickly in different pigeonholes, or even in different disciplines the
segmentary ones end up with the Africa anthropologists, and the caste ones with the Indologists. Yet some
dements of caste thinking (and the practices which accompany it) such as endogamy/hypergamy, or dse
differentiation on the bass of satus or occupation in the case of the “segmentary socidties’ (for example the
sacred lineages of the Bedouin of Cyrenaica, Evans-Pritchard), would not fit into aframework of thiskind.



14
Ibn Khadun, one would say today that states can aso manage without segmentarily organized

conquerors).

This independence from the date, and the posshbility of organizing life without date and
centralised governments, was what fascinaled modern  ethnologiss about  segmentary
scieties. Book titles like “Regulated Anarchy” (Sigris 1967) and “Tribes without Rulers’
(Middleton/Tait 1958) reflect thisinterest (Leverenz 1987).

But while modern ethnologists come from societies orgarnised as dtates, and thus thematise the
potentid digancing from the date demondrated by segmentary societies, Ibn Khadun is
coming from the opposte direction: his darting point is the segmentary society, and he is
interesed in explaning how the power to rule is condituted in the date. This power, he
obsarves, changes hands cydicdly. Nomads conquer the cities and “go <oft” so rapidly that
within gpproximately four generations they too become the victims of the next wave of
nomadic conquests, and become pat of the subjugated urban population themsdves (Gdlner
1981). According to Ibn Khadun, criticd urban Qur'an scholars, tired of the corrupt rule of
pampered sultans, enter into dliances with as yet untainted tribd warriors, and together
periodicaly renew Idamic society. Ibn Khadun is an andyd rather than a mordidt. Yet to the
extent that mord evduaions shine through, the nomadic warriors can be seen to have the
more pogtive role. Obvioudy, Ibn Khadun's theory cannot be trandferred indiscriminatey
from the 14" century Maghreb to the Horn of Africa a the end of the 20th century. Perhaps,
though, the same cohesve forces of tribd organization as described by Ibn Khaddun are a
work in today's Somdia and the youthful, gat chewing militia members, harassing the

% Qat (catha edulis), the leaves of which are chewed, is a mild drug and plays an important role as payment for
militia members in Somadia a present. The hedth aspects of this drug consumption are probady insignificant
compared to the political structures which arise as a result of its distribution, and the economic consequences of
its being imported by ar. Qat is grown in the highlands of east and northeest Africa The best kinds come from
Kenya, where it isknown asmiraa.

In the context of warlords, gat is often demonised as a drug (Elwert 1997: 89, 1995: 133). In the media it is
sometimes even said to meke people go mad. As it is consumed by militias, it is beieved to meke one
aggressve. In fat, it has about the same halucinogenic potential as chocolate or tea. At mog, it deprives one of
deep. For thisreason it is appreciated by long distance drivers and watchmen.

For unclear ressons, gat was forbidden in Germany where it was consumed only by immigrant circles, mostly
Somdli, in 1998. At the same time as the legdization of strong drugs is proposed with good reasons to reduce
Beschaffungskriminaitdt  (“crimes of procuraion”, drugs relaed crimes) a very oft drug is being pushed
underground. That may mean that Somai asylum seekers will be obliged to spend an even higher proportion of
their welfare ongat. Asto the role of gat in Somalia see dso Heyer 1997: 29, 30; Pape 1998: 48.



15
cvilian populaion of Mogedishu from ther jegps with ther mounted machine guns ae in
fact a degenerate form of Ibn Khadun's pure, unspoilt Bedouin warrior. Whereas they
resemble the latter in their tribad coheson, they contribute nether to the renewa of Idam nor
indeed to any kind of socid order.

If it was impossble to recruit a big enough group dong patrilined principles — whether due to
the distance from other segments of on€'s own dan, or to its limited demographic growth —
there was ill the option of forming diya-paying groups with segments of other dans in the
same podtion, on a contractud beds The principle of tol, of parilined descent, or the
segmentary lineege system, and, the principle of xeer (heer), the association by contract, were
the two recruitment mechanisms used to conditute the divisons of Somdi society; divisons
which were interndly peeceful, but tendentidly aggressive towards outsders Xeer were
contracts between equals. Groups that were too smal or wesk to present themsdves as
independent partners in a contractud arangement could aso enter into pseudo-kindhip-
relations with gronger groups. These reationships ae cdled sheegat from the verb
sheeganaya, “lI name’. In this case one names the forefathers of another group as one's own,
that is, one subordinates onedf to it in terms of genedogy. In any event, one's chances of
survivd depend on support from a powerful group. This principle is aptly reflected in the
Somdli matto, “either be amountain, or eselean againgt one (Lewis 1961, 1962, 1972).

Cumning is a highly-vaued culturd dtribute among Somdi. And it is regarded as highly
cunning to bresk a contractud agreement, whether it be based on xeer or on sheegat a an
opportune moment. Like the dories of the lcdandic Vikings or of Byzantine court intrigues,
Somdi higtory bristles with treachery and massacres of former protectors. The latter are
struck down and robbed of ther women and herds the moment their dependents have grown
strong enough under their protection. %

% Cf. e g Turnbull 1955; 2 e passm, Schlee 1989: 46f. That the Somdi place cultura value on cunning, and
that a well-staged swindle is much admired, can be inferred from a series of folk taes collected by Muuse Hagji
lsmadiil Galad, edited by B.W. Andrzgewski, (1956). Cf. e g. no. 4, p. 33, which is reproduced here in my
own trandation from the Somali:
Cousin, teach me cunning!

One day a man came to another. He said: “1 would like you to teach me cunning.” The other replied: “Milk your
camd for me!” So the man milked his came for him, and when he had drunk the milk, the one who had brought
the milk said: “And now, teach me cunning!” Whereupon the other said: “I’ve done that aready. I've had your

milk, haven't |7’ The man’s mouth dropped open in surprise.
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The ever-present threst of treechery redricted the growth of interndly peeceful and
cooperative groups. The tendency of groups to become larger, thus reducing the individud’s
riks vis-aVis dangers from the outsde, was countered by suspicion of digant clan kin and
dlies from other cdans, which produced a tendency towards fisson, and thus a reduction in

group sze.

However, a series of factors caused the tendency towards unity to outweigh the tendency
towards divison, and thus larger groups were formed. Firg of dl, obvioudy, there was the
threet from outsde Then the <kill of politicdly gifted persondities dso contributed. While
ample Somdis often married within ther own clans and being relaives, were released from
paying pat of the brideprice, leaders often contrected drategic mariages across clan
boundaries. Sayyid Muhammad Abdille Hassan, who defied severa colonia powers a once
from 1900-1920, made extensve use of this mechanism. Head of a “dervish’ order, the
Salihiyya, he was awarded the derogatory nickname ‘Mad Mullah' by the British, and he
contracted an impressve number of draegic mariages, both  smultaneoudy and

successively.

Battle lines and forms of conflict

In the turmoil after the expulson of Muhammed Sad Bare, the following picture emerged:
the country collapsed into numerous zones in which locd power-dites tried to gain control of
resources on the bass of dan membership and dan dliances The capitd, Mogadishu, it
into two haves, one contralled by Ali Mahdi Muhammed, the other by Generd Mohammed
‘Aydid # until the latter died of the injuries recdived in an exchange of fire with followers of
Osman Ali ‘Ato’, of whom more presently. A short time later his son Hussain took his
place® Both Ali Mahdi and ‘Aydid origindly belonged to the United Somdi Congress
(USC). But dnce in this context important-looking abbreviagions such as this have little
ubgtance, it is more productive to examine the power base of both pretendants to the
presdency within the Somdi dan sysem. Overdl, Ali Mahdi can count on the support of his
subclan of the Herab dan, of the Hawiye which is cdled Abgal. In the case of Generd
‘Aydid, it is another Herab subdan, the Habr Gidir. The didinction, then, is a the subclan
level.

% "Aydid will be discussed here dmost exclusively with reference to his clan afiliations. For a more detailed
biographic appreciation see Duadeh (1994), and for an assessment in terms of the history of ideas, see Zitedmann
(199).

% Africa Confidential 37, no. 17, Aug. 1996.
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It is dear from the news reports of the early 1990s that the divison into Abgal on the one
hand and Habr Gidir on the other must have been too rough from the dat, or dse tha
segmentary  processes had taken place, splitting these subclans into even smdler parties dong
sub-subclan divisons (lineages). Up to two yet finer degrees of disinction beow the leve of
Habr Gidir are mentioned in reports For example, in June 1994 differences arose between
‘Aydid’ and his financia advisor Osman ‘Ato’, and both of them were sure of their respective
subgroup’s backing: ‘Aydid's being the Jalaaf subgroup of the Saad sub-subclan of the Habr
Gidir subdan of the Hawiye, Osman ‘Ato’'s being the Hilowle within the Saad.? In August
of that year there had been fighting a an arfidd “beonging” to one of ‘Aydid's benefactors,
Ahmed Dudeh (Saad/Habr Gidir). His arport guards had cashed with fighters recruited
from a subgroup of the Absiye, who bdong to the Ayr, who in turn are part of the Habr Gidir.
This shows, according to “Africa Confidentid”, that the economic dominance of the Saad
over the other groups belonging to the Habr Gidir continues to meet resstance. The reports
dso precisdy locae Ali Mahdi, the rivd presdent: he is a member of Harti Abgal, a
subgroup of the Abgal subclan of the Hawiye?” But enough of names. The principle hes
become dear by now: in the current politicd and economic conditions, the parilined dan
dructures have a dronger tendency to divide than in the immediatdy preceding period.
Solidarity is restricted to smdler groups of shalower genedogical depth.

Since both presdentid hopefuls nursed the ambition to be more than smply rulers of a pat of
Mogadishu, each tried to extend his power base by meaens of dliances Generd ‘Aydid hed
an dly amongst the Ogadeen, Ahmed Omar ‘Jess, who named his faction the Somali
Patriotic Movement and exercised a cetan amount of control in Kismayu and aress
surrounding this southern Somdi port.

On 2™ February 1993, shortly after the Belgians and Americans had marched into the town,
rivd clan groups drove Ahmed Omar ‘Jess out of Kismayu. These were under orders from
Mohamed Sdid Hird, known as Gened Morgan, another sonrinlaw of  ex-presdent

% Africa Confidentid 35, na 12, June 1994. At a paty conference on 12.6.1995 ‘Ato’ replaced ‘Aydid as
Chairman of the United Somai Congress, which did not prevent the latter from continuing to clam the date
presidency. He was supported in his clam by businessmen from the Nimaale and Ayanle subclans of Saad
(Africa Confidentid 36, no. 13, June 1995).
%" Africa Confidential 35, no. 20, Oct. 1994.
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Mohamed Siad Barre. Mohamed Sdid Hirs ‘Morgan’ is Majerteen?, that is, a member of a
clan group that lives mainly a the eastern most point of the Horn. Down in the south though
there are dill people who resatled here because of the drought mentioned above®
‘Morgan’'s power base dso rested on his brothersindaw, the Marehan of expresdent
Mohamed Siad Bare and on cooperaiion with Generd Adan Abdullahi ‘Gebiyu’ of the
Ogadeen. The dividon into folowes of ‘Jess and ‘Gebiyu’ is sad to correspond to thet
between Mohamed Zubeir Ogadeen and Aulihan Ogadeen.®* Majerteen, Marehan and
Ogadeen dl bdong to the lage Darood dan family. Those who take as ther starting point the
idea of the segmentary lineage system, in which more closdy relaed groups cooperate against
more digant kin, will not be surprised that in this case parts of these three dans should dly
themsdves with one another. The deviation from the mode consgts in the fact that they do
this agang pats of themsdves, cooperating with pats of completdy unconnected dans
‘Jess with ‘Aydid's Habr Gidir-Hawiye and ‘Morgan’ and ‘Gebiyu’ a least de facto Ali
Mahdi's Abgal-Hawiye, who were manning another front againg ‘Aydid and his dlies Since
‘Ato’'s bresk with ‘Aydid and in the logic of such dliances it follows that he should join up
with ‘Aydid’s opponents. Accordingly there were reports ® that he had had an arrangement
with ‘Morgan’ and dso one with Ali Mahdi, which confirmed that these two had an indirect
adliance with each other — an dliance, note, with strangers to the clan and not clan “brothers’.

Agang this background, ‘Aydids anger a the Americans is understandable. They had
entered Kismayu as “pesce-bringers’, darted to disaem ‘Aydid's dly ‘Jess, and then stood
and watched hisriva ‘Morgan’ take the town.

Transcontinuities

Elements of a socid dructure, or a politicd system, which survive revolutionary dterations
and adways reemerge, dbet perhaps under a different name and guise, whatever socid
ruptures may occur, are termed “transcontinuities’. No matter how much the ancien regime
may have been based upon “divine right”, and Ngpoleon's rhetoric been loaded with

% According to Africa Confidential 34, no. 5, March 1993 and 35, no. 12, June 1994. The information that he is
Marehan (34, no. 13) seems to be incorrect. The Marehan, the expresdent’s clan, are his brothersindaw, not
hisclan brothers, “Said” and “Sad” are two different names. They are occasionaly confused by the press.

® Ord information from Feisd Hassan, Bidefdld, 165.1995. The speling of names in this article tends to
follow the forms used by the persons in question, rather than the Somali standard orthography, which would
have Xasan for Hassan, Farax for Farah, Cabdille for Abdullahi. In many contexts Somai do not use their own
orthography.

% Africa Confidential 35, no. 20, Oct. 1994.

3L Africa Confidentia 36, no. 13, dune 1995.
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“republican”  vaues, the higorian ill finds more gmilaities than differences in the
organization of power in both sysems. The Stainist syslem can be seen as by no means less
autocrdtic than Czarig rule, dthough Czarist rule openly acknowledged its absolutism, and
Sdinism (persondity cult asde) professed to be based on rule by the socid dass condituting
the mgority of the population. Transcontinuities have aso been much discussed with regard
to the revolutionary upheavds in Ethiopia, where — & least in the Chrigian heartland — the
same centralist, hierarchica structures aways triumph. 3

In Somdia too it is possble to trace transcontinuities which span two radicd historicd
changes. Patrilined descent and clan dliances were basc socid dructures in the pre-colonid
as well as colonid period, when the colonid rulers made good use of these very dructures to
demarcate grazing areas and abitrate in conflicts. Indeed, they <trengthened the structures
further by codification; and by srengthening them naurdly adso changed them.® The
principles of tol and heer, parilinea descent and contractud dliance, dso undelie the battle
lines formed in the Somdi civil war - despite the impressve-sounding names (containing
programmatic dements like “Nationd”, “Sdvation” and the like) used in rhetoric amed a the
outsde world.

Like the colonid powers before them, UNOSOM has given in to the temptation of using clan
proportion systems to hep edablish representation and control. In 0 doing, they have failed
to recognize the changesble character of these divisons Patrilinea units dter their function
in accordance with demographic growth. Lineages become subclans, subclans become clans.
This is why the Somdi language declines to ddliver more precise terms for these levels of
clan divison. Badcdly, they ae dways lager or smdler units of the same kind, with their
functions depending on their size. Alliances are no less varidble. Neither can be pinned down,
both are subject to political opportunism, and both can be manipulated far better by Somadlis

than by rulers or mediators from outside.

Connections egtablished through wives, i.e indaw rdationships were jus as important for
Sayyid Mohammed Abdille Hassan a the dart of the 20" century as for Mohammed Sad

% In the ethnographic literature, “Politicadl Systems of Highland Burma' (Leach 1954) is a good example of
transcontinuities. The Ethiopian caseis discussed by Janssen (1991).

% The most remarkable example of a genedlogical survey in the colonia period is Hunt, 1951. On the use made
of such genedlogies cf. Schlee 1984a 156, 1989: 48.
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Barre even though in other respects Somdis would quite rightly object to these two higtorica
figures being put into one basket.

Transcontinuities are not only to be found in such aess as military recruitment or the
formation of larger solidarity groups. The organization of labour in the smdl family group is
often characterized by diverdfication or spatid separation. In the nomadic herding sector,
there is the came camp, geel her or gedl jire* for example; sadlite camps a remote pastures,
where the young men tend the camds far from the main camp, which is coser to the wdls
and where the women, children, older men and small livestock are to be found.

After the country suffered a severe drought in 1974, the Somdi government developed
progranmes amed a introducing other forms of production outsde the nomedic herding
sector. There was a sedentarisgtion programme on land adminigered by agriculturd
devdopment projects, and fishing towns were edablished on the coast, where former
pestoraists were taught to fish and given boats and equipment. After a certain time, a large
proportion of the men returned to the nomadic sector, whils women and children frequently
remaned behind in the newly-established settlements so as to have continued access to
savices such as schools and hedthcare® This pattern of families splitting up geographically
on work-related grounds was extended with the onset of mae migration to the Gulf Hates
Today, with the internationdisation of the refugee problem, the pattern can be discerned on a
globd scde the men will be working in the Gulf while their families are living on socd
security in Sweden or Canada ®

¥ The former term is used by Lewis 1981: 23; thelatter | heardin Kenya

% ewis 1981: 31; Farah Mohamed/Touati 1991; 100,

% The stuation in the countries of asylum is not smply charecterized by a transfer of old modds into new
Stuations. In family relaions there have been radicd changes. The practice of the authorities to count children
with the mother and their perception of fathers as peripatetic and ungtable dements — redlitic as it may be -ed
them to channd financid assstance through the women and even to register children under the name of ther
mother's father may result in these children being regarded as illegitimate if they ever return to Somdia These
practices contribute to the ingability of Somdi marriages which in any case are of comparatively short average
duration (ongoing research in cooperation with ‘Isr Schlee née Hassan Musa and Saado Abdi about Somadli
migrants in Germany).

By mariage a Somdi woman does not change her clan affiligion. Patrilined descent gpplies to children of both
genders, maried or unmarried dike, even though it is, of course, only transmitted through sons. Therefore to
avenge a tort against a woman is primarily the responsbility of her brothers and not of her husband. The double
st of links of wives in exogamous marriages — by descent to one dan and by mariage to another — predestines

them for mediating roles This task of Somdi women is clamed in even dronger terms in exile under the
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With so many transcontinuities, one naturdly has to ask what is in fact different today. One
magor difference is the escdaion of violence There is a glut of wegpons originating from
stocks built up in the course of the superpowers arms race in the Horn of Africa in the 1970s,
which means automatic fireams are eeslly avalable everywhere® Before and during the
colonid period, paticulaly in the dry seeson, grazing wes only avalable near waering
places, and these could be the scenes of fierce fighting. Occasondly one or two strange
herdamen might be killed a the wel. Reprisas too, if not forestdled by wergild payments,
could sometimes result in death. But the current confrontations are taking place on a far
higher level of escdaion, and do not only concan grazing rights, but dso the control of the
harbour, the arport, urban areas and foreign ad ddiveries They go on dl year, they are more
anonymous and adso more numerous. In a reader mainly concerned with the Jubba Vdley, a
river oads, Cassandli  (Cassandli/Beteman 1996) dso underlines the importance of
competition for commercidized agricultural resources in this context. Indeed he sees this as
the underlying cause of the Somdi criss In 0 doing he takes a Sdeswipe a unnamed earlier
andyses which dlegedly placed too one-dded an emphasis on dan dructures. Focusng on
the population of the Jubba Vadley, who are crop farmers and partly of Bantu extraction, he
argues that the population of Somdia is not only differentiated according to dan membership,
but is in his words dso “deeply divided by occupation, dass, physcd type and didect’, even
if “journdists and pundits’ should have faled to notice this (Cassandli 1996 14). To avoid
landing in ether of these objectionable categories, it is as wdl to condder this argument more
closly.

To begin with, the mere presence of occupationd and status-rdated differentiations does not
necessarily imply that there are unbridgesble rifts in a society. There are societies, among
them the socdled “modern” ones, which are based on precisdy such differences. Nor do
vaidions in types of physcd build and differences in didect as such inhibit integration. For
both festures, the internd variaion in Germany is undoubtedly grester than in Bosnia
Nevethdess Germany is enjoying internad pesce & present, and Bosnia is not. Without

influence of western feminism (Sonja Heyer, report on the “Seventh International Congress of Somdi Studies,
York Universgty, Toronto, July 8 — 11, 1999, for the Max Planck Ingtitute for Social Anthropology, Hale'S.).

57 On the glut of wespons in west Kenya, cf. Bollig 1992: 73, in north Kenya, Schlee 1994b: 3, which dso
discusses the knock-on effects of the dissolution of Mengistu's army on power relations elsewhere, as weapons
which had been abandoned, sold or exchanged for food were passed from hand to hand.
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getting dde-tracked by the disparaging rhetoric, then, we need to consder what Cassandli’s
perspective is cgpable of explaining, and what it is not.

As a result of discrimination againgt people dislaying the features mentioned above, the
“minorities’ of south Somdia  were paticulaly vulnerable, as Cassandli  demondrates
convincingly. Since the members of clans with pastorad roots were battling one another for
land that hed formely been famed by the “minorities’ in ther region, the latter were
particularly badly affected by the war. Cassandli and the authors contributing to his collection
do thus partly explan wha the war was about: it was anongst other things (in this region at
least) about control of the labour power of these south Somdi miorities and of the land
which they traditiondly farmed. But they fal to explain the form of conflict or the fronts
which emerged. The lines of conflict in fact run through the relatively homogeneous groups of
the north and centrd Somdis, who are remarkably smilar in “occupation, class, physca type
and didect’, and who furthermore, as has been shown above, are frequently very close to one
ancther in thar dan affiliations

Once again a this point it appears necessary to revert to the lowest segmentary leve, and look
a dliances in terms of the cdan andyses of which Cassandli is so dismissve. How little
Cassandli distinguishes between these two aspects is gpparent from his anayss of Mohamed
Siad Bare's success. He used, says Cassandli, resources of whatever origin — foreign ad
deiveries, profits from trade in livestock and qat etc. - to buy politica support. “That he did
this dong lines of kinship and dientdism gave precedence to dan andyses of Somdids
plight, but in fact it was his control of resources that underpinned the sysem.” (1996: 22) This
is a fase oppogtion. The resources named were the object of the trandfer; clan structures and
clientdism were the formative forces. The firg is the answer to the question “what?’, the
second is the answer to the question “who to whom?' or “who with whom?’ How one can
congrue acontradiction (“ but” ) between them islogicaly not dtogether fathomable.

That the farmers of Bantu descent were the red sufferers in the war, rather than being main
actors, is dso confirmed by Menkhaus (1996: 150): “Although the Gosha played no pat in
the fighting and had seemingly little stake in the outcome of this internecine war, they bore
the brunt of the war's destruction.”® In view of this increased levd of violence and the

% As a bone of contention, just how important the role of agricultural resources (the other aspect mentioned by
Cassandli) is in terms of the bigger picture cannot be conclusvely established here. The figures quoted above
would seem indead to indicate the continuing dominance of pastoral nomadic livestock production. In another
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broader spectrum of resources which are the object of competition, it is highly gquestionable
whether the traditiond legd instruments for restoring peace, negotiations and compensation
payments, will ever again be able to bring about some kind of regulation.

Somalia and the outside world

The UNOSOM intervention lacked funding, knowledge and gods. It may have been possble
to overcome the country by military force, place it under a military administration and under
its protedion to build up the inditutions of a cvil sociey, an adminidraive goparaus,
professond and other associaions. It may findly further have been possble to found
politicdl parties and then, following dections to restore the reins of government to the loca
people. However, in a country as fragmented and heavily armed as Somdia, this would have
demanded such a degree of financid sacrifice and s0 high a loss of life that it is extremdy
unlikey that the parliaments of the indudtria powers would have been prepared to release the
necessty means. As it is the intervention cost 1.6 billion dollars more than the amount spent
in the preceding decades on development aid to Somdia (ZDF, Bonn direkt, 4.3.95). Yet it is
hard to see how much sense an intervention that fel anything short of a complete takeover of
the country and the edablishment of a military adminigration could have concevably mede.
At one point in the conflict, maps were dravn up in America with a view to dividing the
country into 5 pieces namdy Somdiland within the borders of the former British colony,
Puntland (imaginetively given an old Egyptian name) in the north esst, centrd Somdia on the
lower Shabelle, Upper Juba and Jubadand.® What was never explained when these plans vere
being made was how it could be assumed that these smdler units would not be subject to the
same processes of fractionaion as former Somdia as a whole. As has been pointed out, the
current  political  fractionation is teking place a the subdan levd, and dl five aess
accommodate hundreds of subclans.

UNOSOM was unable to provide backing for civilian political forces On the contrary, they
supported leaders of dan militias — urban business people and politicd entrepreneurs — who

contribution to the collection, one focused more on the region of Afmadow, some distance from the Jubba
Vadley, there is no mention of crop farming. In Little's view (1996: 111), the conflicts described above with the
protagonists ‘' Jess and ‘Morgan’ have correlaesin rivaries between clan-based networks of livestock traders.

Incidentally, it would be interesting to know why Little (or else his informants) describe the Herti as a subgroup
of the Majerteen, when precisdly the opposite genedogica view is more widdy hdd (compare Little 1996: 95
with Coronaro 1925: 332).

%9 Africa Confidential 35, no. 11. Peatrick Gilkes dso commented on such plans a the aforementioned conference
in Khartoum in December 1993,
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were by no means identicd with traditiond dan ddes inviting them to Addis Abeba for
conferences, paying for ther ar tickets, and then atificidly increesing their politicd dout
with media coverage.

In an ealier verson of this pgper in German ( Schlee 1995 289) | conduded in the following
way:

In the current Stuation, one has to condude thet outdde intervention failed,
that internd forces of renewd are not to be discerned, and that the rekindling
or continuation of the cvil war is highly probable In terms of the internationa
refugee problem and debaes on the right to asylum, including the one being
conducted in Germany, this means that for the foreseegble future there are very
redl groundsfor seeking refuge.

Recent reports which indicate that subsstence production and to some extent trade are
functioning again in rurd areas do give some grounds for hope, however. This is no thanks to
the many politicd movements with their impressive acronyms. On the contrary, the
indications are thet it is disance from these movements, or indeed from any form of State at
dl, right down to the very idea of one which actudly mekes it possble to function. Since
these movements fought over the state as a resource until it fel to pieces (Smons 1994), it is
only distance from them that dlows a modicum of regulation reminiscent of peace, together
with a modest degree of security. The segmentary lineage system, with its various forms of
sanction and consultation, seems to be surviving well, as long as it is far fom the state. The
horrors in Somdia were never the result of the segmentary lineage system in its own right, but
rather of the takeover of the dtate by segmentary lineage structures (and vice versa?) under
Sad Bare and egudly s0 under those who fought over his successon. Little (1996. 110)
reports that the loca economy has not completely broken down in south Somdia, only gone
underground.  With the warlords dtting in the harbours, though, the officd marketing
sructures have collgpsed. Saudi Arabia as a market has moved far out of range, instead,
livestock are being smuggled over the nearby Kenyan border. From there perhaps it Hill finds
its way to Saudi Arabia, and there is no quedtion that the Kenyan harbours have profited from
the collgpse of Somdi foreign trade. For the present then one has to trugt in the healing power
of locd arangements and the black market, snce there are no politicd movements in sght
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right now that might have the ability and resources to reedablish a dae, let done a unified
dae, in Somdia Even the colonia powers, who were squabbling over this corner of Africa
with expengive intrigues a century ago, would not take on today’ s task even if you paid them.

In the meantime the “rekindling or continuation of the civil wa” which | described earlier
(Schlee 1994) as highly probable, has materidized. In 1999 there was a new escaation.
Hussin Aydid has formed an dliance with the Idamisg movement Ittihad which aso
operated in region 5, i. e the Somdi area of Ethiopia Tha provoked an Ethiopian inveson in
the area of Baidoa. The Ethiopians supported the RRA, the Rahanweyn Resistance Army,
which took control of Badoa in June 1999 (IRIN, June 11, Aug 4, Oct. 10 1999) The
Rahanweyn, like their Digil dlies who have dso joined the betle, are southern Somdi for
whom agriculture is of grester importance. At the early stages of the civil war they and their
lands only figured as the bone of contention between centrd and northern Somai factions of
pagtordigs and former padiordids. But ever snce a bumper havest in 1994 these southern
agriculturdigts have aso been in a position to acquire arms (Natsios 1997: 94).

For Ethiopia, Somdia was only the second front in this period. The principle theatre of war
was the Eritrean frontier. After the fal of the Mengistu regime the new leaders of Eritrea and
Ethiopia were initidly on good tems In the druggle agang Mengisu they had been
comrades in ams. A war of independence which had lasted thirty years now had come to an
end. In 1992 Eritrea was formdly established by a referendum. But in 1999 a border conflict
soon ecdated into a full-scade war. Ever dnce taking possesson of the capitd, the Ethiopian
regime, of Tigray origin and origindly regiondid, cambined regiondist rhetoric with more
and more centrdig policies. In the course of this new conflict they now fully took up the
unionig discourses of ther predecessors and dl the symbols they had formerly tried to
dismantle a long ChrigianSemitic tradition of Empire and the bettle of Adawa agang the
Halians, the central symbol of Imperid military glory.®

In such a dtuation in which civil wars are superimposed on internationdl ones, it is logicd to
look for dlies among dl forces opposed to one's adversaries. Thus, a triangle of support came
about between the Somdi forces of Aydid's dliance, Eritrea, and the Oromo Liberation Front
(OLF) which operated in southern Ethiopia from bases in Kenya The rdaions of these latter
are the object of another study (Schlee and Shongolo, work in progress). For a long time the
presence of the OLF had been ignored by the Kenyan authorities, but this tolerance ended in
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1999. Pressure by Kenyan militay obliged the OLF to leave Kenya in June (DAILY
NATION, June 9, 1999). Moving down to the coast in Somdia the OLF cleared the roads of
the road-blocks of rivd Somdi militias (BBC) and changed the equilibrium in favour of
Hussein Aydid for a brief period. But dready by December, the OLF was (or should have
been) disamed and its leaders expdled from Somdia after Hussain Aydid was obliged to sgn
an agreement to that effect in Addis Abeba (IRIN, Dec. 21, 1999).

One could go on inddinitdy taking dbout Somdi factions and their dliances. Also the
relatively succesful model of Somdiland or ‘Northen Somdia* would meit a discussion.
But here we limit oursdves to our privileged case the region between Mogadishu and
Kismayu and the dliances around Ali Mahdi and the Aydids, father and son. As far as these
dliances are concerned, there was little change between 1992 and the time of writing (2000),
gpart from the just mentioned externa extensons of these dliances and the circumstance that
— a least a times — Ali Mahdi became isolated in his own movement and withdrew into
Egyptian exile But a a peace conference in Djibouti in May Ali Mahdi showed up agan
(IRIN, May 05, 2000) dthough the presdent of the host country had dedlared that “dl those
associated  with violence, namdy warlords’ should be excduded from paticipation in the
“nationd reconciliation conference” (IRIN, Oct. 6, 1999).

Apparently Hussein Aydid had dso been invited but had refused to come (IRIN, May 5,
2000). But dl this concerns persons and not gructures. The modd of dliances between
Hawiye subgroups with Darood subgroups againg other Hawiye and other Darood seems to
have perssted throughout this entire period.

In some periods of the past — incuding the uneassy peece based on domination by a large
dliance — the parilinea groups among whom internd pesce and olidarity agang outsders
prevaled, were genedogicdly degper and demographicaly larger than today. However, there
is no evidence that in periods of dtronger fragmentation, sublineages of as shdlow depth as
the ones we find as politicd units today have not forged cross-clan dliances in just the same

way as in pre-colonid times. In other words. with minor variations the patterns have remained

“ Dergje Feyissa, oral communication, Feb. 3, 2000.

“|. e the former British colony. In the cases of Somaia and neighbouring Yemen the references to cardind
points in the names of politicd units do not quite correpond to geographical redities In both cases the
“southern” part has a northesstern corner which extends further north than the “northern” part. Regarding
Somdliland see Prunier 1996.
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the same. In colonid times these variaions incdluded the fact that the colonid powers became
pat of the game and formdized lineage dructures for adminidrative purposes During this
period the colonized and colonizers manipulated each other, both using the lineage idiom.
Newer interventionigts like the UNOSOM have unsuccessfully attempted to play this game as
wel. In spite of these outsde inteferences of exogenous and endogenous vaidions,
however, the basic principles of group formation are those dready described by I. M. Lewis
back in the period of the pax Britannica: namely patrilineal descent and contract (xeer).
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