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The second edition of the Short Dictionary of Religious and Buddhist Terms
Lao-English is printed for free distribution by THE QUIET IN THE LAND
for the monks and novices of Luang Prabang.
THE QUIET IN THE LAND is based in Luang Prabang, and organized in
' collaboration with the Department of Information and Culture of the Province
_ of Luang Prabang.
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negn¥adiy basket used to offer food to monks
nuﬁngnacw(aﬁ the quality of being a grateful person,
gratitude
neay (Suws) embryo
& 1 :
neRy (NeLgy) bell, gong ,
negua (Ngu) compassion, pity, kindness
NgEfEneEd  mindfulness with regard to the body,
-+ reflection or contemplation on the 32
o impure parts of the body
, nemdogyun . contemplation of the body
neweso (Naudo) supernatural forces, magical power
| nuneahgey right action
1 NueeELY (RuU9) asking for pardon _
nqﬁ;é’e'ﬁ gmé’amj | “superstition”, unfounded belief
NWENOBEL preaching, delivering a sermon
N9UUD0 : becommg a novice or a monk, entering
the monk-hood _
NI 8y - cremation (of a deceased)
nauldimay the giving of offermgs or gifts to monks
nusdgh hypocrisy '
(e0aut80nyenign) |
nU (Nuiune) ~ sensual desire
nausEsoey sexual restraint
i nayYUanay sensuous clinging, attachment to
i sensuality Lo
I
h
ll - | -
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-sexual misconduct, incorrect behaviour in

relation to sexual matters

1. time of good and bad luck 2. method

for determining auspicious days

. chapter, portion of a religious book,

sermon.
offering for a sermon’

“eycle-of tlrne from beginning to the end of

the world
“surprise-gift” (often & money-tree
presented at the festival of the reading of

- the story of Prince Vessantara)

merit dedicated to the departed

‘karma, good and bad action, voliticnal

action
1. the basis of meditation practice, stages

"~ of mental experience

2. mental exercise

‘sponsoring, helping a monk at an

ordination -

rules of action or observance, rules ofa
ceremony :

bad karma due to acts in the past life, “to

" pay for one’s sins” -

routine (in the temple - .10 kinds), dally
religious observances
defilements, impurities

- extinction of Jimpurities

1. wholesomeness, goodness, skilfulnessl

2. wholesome, meritorious, moral, skilful,

good (adj.) .
wholesome or meritorious action, right

.conduct

meritorious thought, moral or whoIesome
conscxousness :
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monk’s cell living quarters of a monk or

: novwe

garland of rays around the Buddha’s head

drum

Section for Religious Affairs of the Lao

‘National Front for Reconstruction

mbrtuary.m'n
anger
drum

set of gifts (“gift-bed”) donated to monks
containing the objects a monk needs for
living

set of gifts given to monks at a (funeral)
ceremony often including a presentatlon

. of robes

“set” (or “pile”) of gifis presented to
monks.

momentary concentration

patience, tolerance

- offering bowl (With foot)

the five agpregates
patience, tolerance, firmpess, endurance

aggregate, category

sentiments; mind
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extinction of the five aggregates (khanda)
process

to ask for blessings

amulet, talisman, magical object

to meditate, to enter a mental state of
concentration

“heavenly rice”, food for gods and angels

offering of the 1000 rice-packets
(concerning Vessantara-festival where the
packets are presented in a procession)

8.

fervent Buddhist, strong believer
the monastic order, the order of monks

1, householder, laymen

2. the household life

virtues of a good household life, qualities
“of a good laymen, householder morale

" scripture, text

1. study of Buddhist literature -

2. religious studies (as a subject)

image of the Buddha used in a ceremony
praying for rain

1. verse, incantation, magic spell

2. protective magical diagram

practices for the laymen, code of morality

. for laypeople
- medicine (used for monks)

Garuda (legendary bird)

to sit one one’s heels (for praying)

‘1. quality, property
2. good quality, merit, help
21
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monk _
to donatc_e, offering, gift’

 literally: “cooked/well-done” person -

(describing a person who has already been
a monk ornovice)

literally: “raw” person (descnbmg 4 man
who has not yet been a monk or novice)
The Metta-Dhamma Project (HIV-
prevention and information project of the
Lao Buddhist Fellowship Organization)
1. field or sphere of sense perception

2. suitable place,.resort for alms

wisdom which is sufficient to raise one to
the 7™ heaven

fate

bad luck

gong hammer

amulet against evil spirits
amulet, talisman

things (like food or clothing) for de1t1es
and angels
things used to worship, offerings, gifts

utensils used for an ordination ceremony

_peacefulness, calmness

sacrifice, devotion
belief

merit

prosperity

truth

.+ goodness, virtue, merit

-.22



nonuohSgeu
nOYN
Sdas i
n0WBQHY
nouliugay
T
nowgeuls
HLLTL LU
shaveaney -
sonutien
noLB0NY

S o
JuSeud
990 (9N, 9UYIV)
998U
© 9qul9fiu
59050
9ueu gy
(3en

: nght thought

suffering -

ity - S
right view or right understanding

faith

| _ good intention, good w15h

prophecy _
luck

‘patience, endurance

b

" gathering at a house of a decgaséd person,

the wake '
ceremony, festival, party

funeral ceremony
auspicious ceremony, festwe occasion

temple-fair

~funeral rite for the dead, mémorial service

red-crested ’snaké-deity (mytholoéy)

L

four classes of Buddhist disciples (monks,

-nuns, laypeople, female devotees)
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the four precepts of purity: concentration

“ on precepts, restraint of senses, purity of
. character, and observance of rules
. regarding clothing, food, housmg,

medicine
four guardians of. the world

the four noble truths

first great assembly when 1250 disciples
of the Buddha meet without prior
arrangement

to chant holy stanzas (used for auspicious
ceremonies)

different classes of monks accordmg to
the ecclesiastical hierarchy :
1. charity, génerosity, sacrifice

2. giving up, renunciation

achievement of charity

I. the emperor that turns the Buddha’s

wheel (traditional meaning)
2. imperialism (new meaning)

- world king, universal monarch

cosmos, universe, empire

thought, mind, reason

‘thought, thoughtfulness, mind, reason

contemplation of the mind

cultivation of the heart, emotional
development
purity of thought

right concentration

. robes of a monk, yellow robes

to remember previous lives
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to be reborn in another world, death (used
for monks)

stupa holding the hair of the Buddha '
located on the second level of paradise
intention

1. bell-shaped stupa, funeral monument
2. person, place.or object worthy of
veneration,

telepathy

attainment of wisdom by the power of
thought

. to offer food (to the dead) in a religious

ceremony (literally: “to distribute rice”)
oﬁ'ermg a mornmg meal to monks

1. supreme ruler of the three worlds (hell,
earth, heaven), 2. Buddha/Indra '
novice

generous (adj,), pious (adj.)
chief-monk of a province or district

host, sponsor, chief donor (of a rehgnous
ceremony)
abbot

high ecclesiastical rank in the rehgwus
hierarchy

to observe the precepts, to obey precepts
by staying in a secluded place (temple
etc.)

to pass Buddhist lent

ritual master, person with experience
regarding spirits, sorcerer, medium of a

 spirit
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" expiation, to show remorse

concentration, mindfulness, awareness,
the method and practice of concentratmg
the mind

foundation of mindfulness

heaven, paradi§e

calmness, tranquillity, pacification of the
mind

the cause of suffering, the origin of
suffering

1. acceptance {(e.g. of precepts), to
observe, to take upon oneself

2. attention, reconciliation, absorption of -

the mind

concentration of mind, mental discipline,
attention, meditation

to renounce the world

offering ceremony at the end of the 10™
month

*“to celebrate™, outcome/profit of a
metritorious act

heaven

the three supports of Buddhism, the three
refuges (the Buddha, the Buddha’s law,
the order of monks)

the Buddha’s family, clan or tribe

Sakyamuni (personal name of the
Buddha)
Christianity

Buddhism
Brahmanism
Hinduism
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. sacred cotton thread (held by monks in an

auspicious ceremony)
spiritual master, teacher

final word in a prayer (literally:
“completed, finished™)
spirit-house, aitar for a spirit

material happiness
hall, preaching hall
name of the first disciple of the Buddha

experienced laypeople that organize
rituals and have a leading role in
ceremonies, laypeople-committee,
“inspector”

to do good, to earn merit (lit, to “built”
goodness and merit) '

sacred (adj.,), religiously powerful, holy
(adj.)

cycle of reincarnations

the reunification of the Buddha’s relics in
the year 5000 of the Buddhist erd

" mental fon_nations

materialism

schism, the creation of a schism in the
order of monks

offering to the order of monks (sangha), '

offering dedicated to the Buddhist
community as a whole_
his Holiness the Supreme Patriarch

layperson livmg in the temple

to do the recollection of the sangha _
law or ordinance from the high council of
monks
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- senior member of a group of monks

human passions that tie mankind to the
pleasures of the world
eternal (ad;.)

doctrine about the external nature of the
world and the soul
truth, truthfulness

faith, confidence
person with strong faith
newly admitted novice

hypocrisy

the Sanskrit language

perception

peace _

will, aspiration, the will to do, desire

to have lunch, to have breakfast (for
monks)

1. omniscient, all-knowing (adj.)

2. name of the Buddha

next world, next reincarnation

right action -

right concentration

right mindfulness

right thought

right view or right understanding
right effort

right speech
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right livelihood -
1. enlightened (adj.) 2. the Buddha

to disrobe, to leave the temple and
become a layperson” '
the rules of the Buddhist doctrine
(teachings, commandments)
fortune, fate, Iuck

1. one who has attained great wisdom

2. the Buddha

temple, main hall of the temple, the area
of the temple (originally designating a
holy area that is ritually produced by
setting boundary stones)

morality, precept, virtue, Buddhist ethics

5, 8 and 10 precepts

moral conduct, the way of behaving and
observing one’s duties
virtue and duty

misapprehension of virtue and duty

observance of virtue, to accept the

~ precepts

morality, morals, moral code

‘merit gained through or connected with

morality

the god Shiva (creator and destroyer of
the world in Hindu religion)

objects of veneration

religiously powerful thing, sacred object

1. paradise

2. results of good deeds in the past
showing their effeét in the present life
subtle (aay ) |
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. cemetery

world of angels and gods, pure habitat,

emptiness, voidness, void (adj,), empty
(adj.)

1. gold-leaves on which one writes his

. hame

2. certificate given to monks for
promotion _
tutelary spirit, guardian spirit

chant, sufla, prayer

to chant a stanza of victory

* the chant the sermon of liberation

(especially during the funeral procession)
to recite scriptures, recitation of Buddhist
scriptures

chant, prayer, to chant, to pray

*soul-calling ritual” (supposed to recollect
the 32 soul-parts of a person in case of
illness, travel and other rites of passage)
to speak magic incantations, to enchant, to
charm

1. material world 2. pity, compassion

3. the round of rebirth or existences
suffering during the cycle of material
existence '
the Buddhist community, the Buddhlst
clergy, sangha

honorific prefix for monks meaning “most
excellent” or “perfect ”

Supreme Patriarch

Buddhist Patriarch

enlightenment (of the Buddha)

the Buddha’s omniscience -
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conventiona_l truth

part of the Buddhist training leading to
the attainment of the first degree of

© sanctity

to draw lots with numbered fortune stlcks
in order to know about one’s future
to chant, chanting, recitation

“to lose one’s fate”, to purify oneself and

_get rid of the misdeeds and bad influences

of the past
novice (ordained by taking the three

~ refuges and observing the ten precepts)

female novice
right concentration

to purify ones mind

8

previous rebirth, former life
next rebirth, future life

1, stories of the previous lives of the
Buddha, jataka

2, horoscope for a new born baby
birth, rebirth, form of existence

" sacred white elephant (in the Vessantara-

Jataka the elephant born on the same day
as Vessantara and supposed to be sacred
and rain-bringing)
to pray at a funeral

~utopia

7 cbﬁqUer_or, the Buddha
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“the most renowned thinker” (an
appellation of the Buddha)
1. hermit 2. forest-dwelling recluse

imbued with virtue

to invite the spirits of the departed to
possess a medium in order to forestall the
future

“sky-tassel”, body of a Naga with many
heads used to decorate the temple roof

to believe (in a religion)

ancestry

sermon (stanza) for the blessing or the
glory of victory

to pay for the sins committed in a former
life

to draw lots in order to know about one’s
destiny in the future

&

1. restrain, control 2. monk/ascetic who
has. complete control over his passions
supernatural demonstration in pairs given
by the Buddha in order to convince non-
Buddhists of his power

Buddhist laypeople

absorption, states of contemplation
attained by meditation -

old man that ordains, term of respect for
old monks '

demon, giant (yakkha/ yaksha)

, knowledge, study

| L sacrzﬁce, oﬂ‘ermgs (in Hmduxsm)

2 alms-glvmg, charlty (in Buddhism)
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lord of the underworld, ruler of the
kingdom of death
guardians of hell

inauspicious time

king of the underworld

the world of the dead

1, Yoga (a technique of systematic

-concentration — Hinduism/Buddhism), a

person training in Yoga
2. yoke
person that practices spiritual exercises

roof-ornaments of a pagoda

the sermon of ultimate liberation (often
read at funerals)

9]
to extinguish (or eliminaté) deﬁlements
to fg(tipguish (or eliminate) desire
heaven of Indra, second level of heaven
sacred thread, sacred cotton thread

1. commentary on the Buddhist canon

2. announcement or invitation for a
temple festival '

“temple-boy” (often an orphan adopted by
the temple)

to receive the precepts
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- heqen (Gusnawyodiu) reality

name of the Buddha
one who has entered nirvana

1. religious austerity, devout meditation,
physical mortification 2. pain 3. heat
ceremonial fan of a monk

- to offer food to monks (on their alms- -

round), to put offerings in an alms-bowl
craving, sexual lust

heresy

traditional game (comparable to hockey)
played at the That Luang Festival with
one team representing the ‘officials® and
the other one the ‘people’

box for storing palmleaf-manuscripts

tree of heaven that fulfils all wishes (often
a decorative metal or plastic tree with
money atfached given to monks) .
“money tree”, metal or plastic tree-to
which money is attached and offered to
monks

the Bodhi-Tree (the tree under which the
Buddha was enlightened)

decorative metal tree (in silver and golden
colour)

the three studies (morality, meditation,
thought/wisdom)

the three knowledges: reincarnation, death
and rebirth, the end of unhappiness
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the Buddhist canon, the “three baskets”,
(Tripitaka), the three divisions of the
Buddhist Canon: Vinayapitaka (book of

* discipline), Suttapitaka (book of

discourses), Abidhammapitaka (book of
analysis, psychology and metaphysics)
the Triple Gems, the Three Jewels

‘ Tham-script, letters of the sacred alphabet

in which palmleaf-manuscripts are written
chronicle, history

1

one worthy of having his bones enshrined,
one who gives his bones as a sacrifice
to obey the precepts

person that lives in the temple with monks
(mostly children, old people)

honorific title for a monk who has served
in the temple for more than 10 years
Theravada, “doctrine of the elders”?
southern school of Buddhism (Sri Lanka,
Southeast Asia) '

honorific title for a nun who has served in
the temple for more than 10 years

1. god, angel, heavenly being

2. heaven, sky

to offer, to donate, to give an offering to
monks

the words spoken by 4 monk

statue of the sta.nding Buddha
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the teri royal virtues, the tenfold code of
the king, the tenfold virtue or duty of the

king
mercy

pronouncing two words or pronouncing
two lines (for example taking only two
refuges “Buddha and Dhamma™)
righteousness

in or on the path of Dhamma, the path of
the Buddha’s teachings
path of the world, way of the world

female donor, female alms-giver
male donor, almsgiver, donor

stupa (Buddhist monument containing
relics or other precious things)

stupa for the deceased (literally: “bone
shipa”)

That Luang Stupa (“The great ‘
stupa”{Vientiane) :
1. element, natural condition

2. relic especially that of the Buddha or a
holy monk (for example bones or hairs)
giving, almsgiving, charity, generosity,
liberality

lord of alms, master in liberality

- merit gained through or connected with

almsgiving
section of a text relevant for offerings
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offering made to the monks on behalf of
the dead, ceremony of dedication to the
dead, donation given to a holy person
with reference to unhappy beings in the
preta (spirit) existence

lustral water, water poured into the hands
of a monk as a symbol for an offering
“The ten blessings” (first section of the
Vessantara-Jataka regarding the ten
wishes granted by fndra for Matsi,
Vessantara’s wife)

1. Dhamma, doctrine, teachings of the
Buddha 2. law, nature 3. truth, ultimate
reality 4. the Supramundane

religious affairs, religious education

hall for discussing the Dhamma, place for
religious meetings, hall of truth

- merit received by hearing a sermon

hearing the Dhamma, hearing the
preaching of the Dhamma

behaviour or conduct accordmg to the
moral law

1. the wheel of doctrine or iaw

2. first sermon of the Buddha

gift of truth, gift of the Dhamma

merit gained through preaching, the way
of making merit through moral instruction
homily

investigation of the truth or the Buddhist
doctrine
investigation of the Dhamma

discipline, Doctrine and Discipline, norm

Dhamma-seat, seat on which a monk sits
while preaching, pulpit
to do the recollection of the Dhamma

cohtemplation of mind-objects
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- mind-object, an object that can be

perceived

wrong view

lowest tank of Buddhist monk, former
monk

1. to attain merit through physical and
mental hardship 2. statue of the Buddha
with arms crossed over the feet

1. suffering, misery, pain

2. physical or bodily pain, difficulty
extinction of suffering

“long banner” (flag with many colours
hanging from a bamboo pole at the temple
during a festival)

1, special ascetic practises (13 kinds)

2, to wander in the forest in search of
secluded places to meditate

3. to go on a pilgrimage.

incense-stick

burning incense for worshipping/making
an offering

preaching, sermon, to preach, to give a

sermon
sermon, {0 give a sermon

deity; god, deva
god, angel, deva

. divine residence, heaven

divinity, a celestial or heavenly being,
god, deva
offering to a deity

divine messenger, gods’ messenger
image of a god, icon of a deity

the bearer of the ten powers

Tnoe (porudinuysaey) hatred
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grief
earth, in the earth

temple-land

" annual robes-presentation ceremony

to lay a robe (at a funeral ceremony)

. 'gift to-be given, donation, articles to be

given as alms
merit-making, to make merit, to do good

_to foretell, to predict

to interpret dreams

U
1. to make apilgrimage
2. action of paying homage
teaching for novices, advice for newly

ordained monks .
heli, purgatory

1. Naga, serpent- or dragon-like water-
god, snake-like mythical being

2. candidate for the ordination

female spirit-medium that is ritually
possessed by a spirit and foretells the
future and answers questions (regular
ceremonies two times a year)

the Earth-Goddess

mental body

monk, person that is ordained

saint, one who performs mer1tor10us
deeds

moral person learat in the Dhamma, _
- Dhamma speclahst n
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to believe in a religion, to adhere to a
religion - '
to sit and practice insight-meditation, to

- sit in contemplation
. regular precepts, uninterrupted

observance of Virtue (for example of the
precepts) '

. 1, specific Buddhist denomination, sect,

school or group (for example like
Thammayut ot Mahanikay in Thailand)
2. collection, group

invitation, “please” (used when
communicating with monks)

1. superstition 2. miracle, omen

precepts by which one lives

that on which anything depends,
foundation, support, protection
daily alms-giving

to fold the harids and raise them to pray

Nirvana, the supreme goal of Buddhism,

“the extinction of the fires of greed, the

extinction of suffering and defilements

‘regular performance of good deeds

extinction, cessation, final truth

method of meditation leading towards
cessation of desire or conscience
hell, woeful state .

" to invite a monk to preach

novice

renunciation, giving up the world

. immoral (literally: “outside of custom”)

holy water, lustre water
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the Buddha’s 'relics

noble term for the “soul-calling ritual”
(supposed to recollect the 32 soul-parts of
a person in case of marriage, birth, illness,
travel and other rites of passage)
alms-bowl, bowl of a monk

wrong action, sin, demerit

perfections, the stages of spiritual
perfection
the Pali language

1, to give an anonymous gift (objects for
the dead which are put in a pot and
deposed under a Bodhi-tree)

2. chant-performed at funerals
l:'rag-robe (usually worn by ascetic
monks)

2. robe that is presented at a funeral
conically folded leaf which contains
flowers, incense, candles and money
presented to monks

1. leaving the world, adopting the ascetlc A

life

2. ordination as a novice, lower ordination
to collect alms-food, to receive alms-food,
to go on alms-round

teaching method in which the person is
regarded as basis, teaching by means of
personification of Dhammadhitthana

1. merit, meritorious action, virtue,
righteousness '

2. festival, ceremony

the robe-offering ceremony

“festival of rice-distribution” (meals are
served for the monks with the intention to
make merit for the dead)
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new year festival in the temple (washing
Buddha statues)

- boat-racing festival .

“festival of grilled rice-cakes”

Buddhist festival for the dead (literally:
“festival of rice packets chosen by lot™)
Buddhist festival for the dead (literally:
“festival of rice packets decorating the
earﬂl”

the opening ceremony of the rains—retreat

sum or amount of merit

results of meritorious acts
accumulation of ‘goodness’

’heap’ of merit, certain amount of merit
rocket-festival

new-year festival

the festival of the That Luang Stupa

the festival of Prince Vessantara

- (recitation of the story of Wetsandon)

festival commemorating the great
assembly of the disciples of the Buddha
festival for the birth, death and

- enlightenment of the Buddha

festival commemorating the foundation o
the Buddhist order

end of Buddhist lent, the festival of the
last day of the rains-retreat
washing-ceremony (performed during the
second lunar month})

living together in a former/past past life

remembrance of previous births

- offerings dedicated to the deceased
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to worship (external and-mental),
venerate, veneration, worship

the five aggregates, the five groups of
existence (corporality, feeling, perception,
mental formations, consciousness)

the building in a monastery in which
ceremonies are performed, the upasatha
hall,

the eight requisites of a Buddhlst monk
(three robes, bowl, razor, needle, glrdle
and water-strainer, equipment)
donation, charity, to donate, to give up

pure (adj.}, clean (adj.)

the offence of sleeping outside the .
monastery (during Buddhist lent for.
example)

followers, attendants

palm-leaves which are used for writing in
Tham~scnpt

J

to offer, offering
birth (of the Buddha)

laymen, devout Buddhist

beneficial (adj.), useful (adj.) (often used
in religious context)
recipient, one who receives

the dependent origination, the law of
causality, the chain of causation
restoration, renewal, to restore, to renew
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friendly welcome Kind reception
rebirth-consciousness

image of the Buddha

recipient

reconciliation

dependent origination

scripture contammg the biography of the
Buddha

the first sermon, the first discourse of the
Buddha

tradition

illusion

wandering ascetic, wanderer
supreme perfections

falsely claiming-sainthood that results in
expulsion from the Buddhist order
philosophy, knowledge of truth

the study of Buddhist scriptures
protective chants, verses of protection

the final or complete nirvang, the
complete extinction of all passions, the
final release from the round of rebirth
“ritual period of purification”, collective
purification ritual for monks that may
have acted inappropriate

the fundamental precepts, disciplinary
code, the fundamental 227 rules of the
order of monks

evil desire
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cemetery, graveyard

the act of receiving the precepts section
by section
breath_ing out

1. condition, aiding condition, factor
2. four requisites (clothing, food,

_dwelling, medicine)

expression of pleasure over a portion of
merit received, rejoicing in others’ merit
the giving of merit, transfer of merit,
letting others share or participate in doing
good

making merit connected with the giving '

out of one’s accumulated merit-store
wisdom, insight, understanding

cultivation of wisdom, intellectual
development

excommunication, expelling a Buddhist
monk from the order

malicious speech

one of the three main parts of the Pali
Canon, (literally: “basket™)

venerable person, person worthy of
honour

ancestral couple of Luang Prabang
(evoked in the new year festival and
related to the founding myth of Luang
Prabang) _

ghost, spirit (of a person that can not be
reborn and wanders around on earth often
haunting the living)

realize the inevitability of decay and death

- to expiate sins
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"wax- castle (used in processions and
rituals)
white robes

robe of a monk or novice

to go against tradition, against custom
{describing not correct moral behaviour)
to be possessed by a spirit

uncremated corpse, corpse resulting from
unnatural death (literally: “raw spirit™)
spirit of the rice-field

spirit of the village

dangerous spirit which enters into
someone’s body and eats up the victim’s
body (liver etc.)

spirit of the sky -

dangerous spirit of a mother that dies in -
childbirth
spirit of the *district’ (in old times of the

. kingdom)
- spirit of the house

palmleaf-bundle, palm-manuscript (as a
book)
the deceased, dead person

spirit of a person that is unable to be
reborn and wanders on earth (often
malevolent)

to consign merit, to distribute merit
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protective thread, cotton thread tied
around the wrist for protection (for
example in the sukhwan/basi ritual)

" lid for an alms-bowl

W

prefix marking a special and holy position
(for monks, statues, texts etc.). Please
look up specific words under both entries
the code of discipline for the monks

title for the Buddha
hermit, saint

mythical Bird (Garuda)
right effort

the Naga king, king of the mythlcal
dragons/snakes

. the three “baskets” (the three parts of the

Buddhist canon)
hermit, forest-dweller

Phra Malay (see Lt am‘h]'- Uetacsu)

Phalak Phalam (the Lao version of the
Indian epos Ramayana)
animism, worship of spirits

Phra Ouphakoud (a venerated monk that
has protective powers. He has a
connection to fertility and water and is
supposed to live in rivers, Before the
Vessantara-festival begins, he is invited
to ensure prosperity and protectlon)
Brahmin
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to cultivate one’s mind, spiritual exercise,
to meditate, mental development, mental
cultivation

merit acquired through meditation, mental_ '

culture as a way of making merit

the rain-retreat, the Buddhist lent (staying
3 months at the same temple)

one who will attain enlightenment

investigation, reflection, to reflect
realizing of robes

ceremony, ritual, rite

funeral ceremony, cremation

religious ceremony, a ceremony following
the religious tradition
the forest-robe presentation ceremony

ritual for praying at a cremation

paradise, a kind of heaven, the abode of -
devas

expiation ceremony, ceremony for
‘washing away’ sins

candle-lit procession (usually walking
three times in.clockwise direction around
the main-building of the temple)

bathing or purification ceremony (often
describing the washing of the face of a
deceased with coconut milk)

the period of life of the Buddha, Buddhist
era

~ year of the Buddhist era

the life of the Buddha, life-story of the
Buddha

“to do the recollection of the Buddha

the four elements

enlightenment
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Bodhisattva, one who is abou to attain

the state of Buddhahood, one who is
becormng aBuddha

man wearing a white robe and observmg
the precepts

monk practicing meditation regularly

the Emerald Buddha
Buddhlst amulet

ascetic monk, monk that trains with the
help of 13 special ascetic practices
preacher, monk reciting scriptures/

“sermons

reclining Buddha (from the sutta of the
Great Extinction)

holy remains of the Buddha, ashes of the
Buddha, relics of the Buddha

main Buddha statue (located in the main
hall of the temple)
monk

the Buddha
the Buddha’s footprint

the Buddha to-be

honorific title for a high-ranking monk
(“great monk™)
1. worship, adoration 2. sacrifice

Indra (a good originally from the
Brahman/ Hindu pantheon)
the four virtuous inclinations

ul

to listen to a sermon, to listen to the
preaching of the Dhamma
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the king of death
rice dedicateq to the spirits of the dead

text/sermon from the Abidhamma that is
chanted at funerals
conceit

mental avenue

magic power of the mind

dirt, impurity

two texts recited at the Vessantara-
festival telling the story of Phra Malay
who ascends to the Tousita-heaven to

worship That Chulamani. There he has ¢ -

conversation with Phrasi-Alignametthai
(the future Buddha) who tells him to

inform the laypeople about the merits of

listening to the story of Vessantara.

1. great, excellent

2. title given to a high-ranking monk
the birth-story of the Buddha when he

' was born as Prince Vessantara (Lao:

Wetsandon)

" Mahayana, “the great vehicle™, Northem

school of Buddhism
senior monk, a very venerable monk

Mahanikay (Buddhist sect in Thailand -
the “great” sect)
possessing supernatural powers

festival for commemorating the great
assembly of disciples of the Buddha (on
full-moen day of the third lunar month)
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to be reborn from heaven into this world
(literally: “to come from heaven™)
deceit

Mara (evil deity and tempter of the
Buddha), “devil”

the complete/great extinction, the death
and nirvana of the Buddha
depreciation, detraction, hypocrisy

the path, the way, the noble eightfold path

good omen, auspiciousness, prosperity,
-auspicious thing _

the sutta of prosperity, the sermon of
auspiciousness, Mangala-Sutta
stinginess, meanness

monk who has been ordained between six
and nine years
the middle path, the middle way

punishment of a novice by a superior
monk in order to correct false behaviour
wrong way of thinking or reflection

faise view _

the middle path, the middle way
nihilism

1. luck, fate, destiny 2. auspicious and

religiously powerful thing
palladium, collection of holy symbols (of

- a kingdom, state or town)

false speech
sympathetic joy, altruistic joy

loving-kindness, friendliness, goodwill,
charity
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Maitreya, the future Buddha (that will
restore faith after the decline of
Buddhism)

cremation-pavilion (used in funeral rites
to cover the coffin).

Buddhist nun wearing a white robe
observing the 8 precepts '
the rice-goddess

auspicious (adj.), good omen, auspicious
ceremony, blessing
- delusion

deatk;, to die (used for monks and high-
ranking persons)

e

pouring water on the ground as a sign of
making (and transferring) merit
enforced stay of monks on the pagoda
grounds during the Buddhist lent

&
right mindfulness

funeral carriage of the king (today in the
museum of Vat Xieng Thong/ Luang
Prabang)

“to wash away sins”, to expiate, to get rid
of sins’

wandering ascetic, hermit

to visit a magician, to use the methods of
sorcery

the world, a world, plain of existence
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" worldly conditions

1. end or conclusion of the world
2. lowest hell
worldly

transcendentaj (adj.)
worldiy vicissitudes
coffin '

origin or source of greed

greed

ceremony of floating boats, small ‘boat’
(usually made from leaves) with candles
and some offerings which is floated down
a river at the end of the rains-refreat
(Thailand) -

right livelihood

('to) sacrifice to a spirit (literally; “to feed
a spirit™) ,

K>,
right speech

king of the Nagas, king of the serpents or
dragons
temple, pagoda, monastery

round or cycle of rebirth, round of '
existences
cycle of birth and death, metempsychosis

suffering caused by the birth and death
cycle
sensual passion
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culture
materialistic culture
forest-temple, forest monastery

Buddhist holy day, observance day, day
of merit making

good day, auspicious day (usually
determined for setting the date of a
wedding or other ceremonies)

day of merit making, Buddhist holy day

inauspicious day "~ _
observance day, the day on which the
fundamental rules of Buddhist monks are

recited
doubt, uncertainty

worship on full-moon day of the sixth
lunar months for worshipping the day of
Buddha’s birth, enlighténment and death
purity, purification

happiness and bliss attained through
overcoming the effects of past bad actions
uncertainty )

the Buddhist College (located at Vat
OngToe in Vientiane)

1. consciousness .

2. “soul” (which in popular folk opinion
leaves the body after death and
reincarnates)

consciousness (as part of the 5
aggregates)

transformation

insight, introspection, Vipassana,
contemplation (technique of meditation)
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insight-development, cultivation of
insight, insight-meditation, vipassana
inquiry

spirits infesting cemeteries

escape, release, nirvana

detachment

seclusion

cruelty

monastery, temple, main hall of the
temple
abstinence

effort, energy, force

discipline, the rules of the order of monks,
the monastic regulations (first book of the
Buddhist canon) ’

“basket” of discipline, the book of
discipline (part of the Buddhist canon)
confidence '

experience

feeling, sensation (one of the five
aggregates of existence)
contemplation of the feelings

abstention, to abstain

1. to go in procession around the temple
three times carrying candle, incense and
flowers 2. candle-lit procession

person who looks after the affairs of

~monks, one acting on behalf of a monk

merit attained by helping others
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distance within one hand’s reach (used to

~ measure the distance between monks in

ritual contexts)
welfare

the southern school of Buddhism, “the
smaller vehicle”, Hinayana Buddhism
coffin :

“altar (usually in the house with a Buddha

statue or other objects of worship)
to go in procession, to go around,
procession

procession performed at the robe-
presentation ceremony

procession of the 1000 rice-packets
(Vessantara-festival)

ordination procession, to goina
procession for a person who is going to
become a Buddhist monk (literally:
“procession of the Naga™)
procession of religious images

to sacralise by ritual purification

(bathing), to sprinkle water on the head of

a monk for his promotion

~ horoscope

drum tower

large meeting place in the temple for
laypeople, tempie hall (literally:
“distribution palace™)

temple library.

preaching seat, pulpit, elevated point in

the temple for preaching (decorated chair

for reading sermons for example the
Vessantara-Jataka)
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The Dhamma Assembly Hall, the
principal assembly hall of the Lao
‘Buddhist Fellowship Organization (being
built at That Luang in Vientiane)
spirit-house, altar of a spirit

to give the precepts

to give blessings, to bestow blessings
upon

o, W, P, B, 1D

prayer-book, book with chants and

~ sermons for worshipping the Buddha

- decorative flowers wrapped in a banana
* cones (used for worshipping)

ritual expert, layperson with special
knowledge in religious and supernatural
matters

- spirit-specialist

person reciting prayers in a soul-calling
ceremony; ritual specialist giving -

- blessings

foitune-teller

collection of sayings with moral content

- moral code, morality (literally: “moral

pole”) _

city-pillar, sacred pillar which is taken as
the sacred center of a city/district (in
Vientiane located at Vat Si Mueang)
placing small floating boats with offerings
and candles into the river to honor the
Nagas (the boats are supposed to carry

_one’s sins away)
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uninterrupted recitation with changing
readers (often referring to the reading of
the Vessantara-Jataka)

to have faith in

to worship, to pray, to bow, to pay respect

to worship thé Buddha by praying and
chanting '

9

demerit, evil, sin

unwholesome, (adj,) demeritorious (adj.),

immoral (adj.) .
evil thought, sinful mtentmn

unparalleled g1ﬂ mcomparable alms-
giving
the eighty great disciples of the Buddha

resolution, self-determination, to take a
VoW _

~ non-self, no-soul, soul-less

. Ananda (name of one of the favourite

disciples of the Buddha)
“non-returner” (a person that is not
reborn) '

homeless life

merit, spiritual proﬁt, good result

1. cause for disciplinary action against
monks _

2. unstable, uncertain

impermanence, impermanent, transience

contemplation
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approval, appreciation, to approve, to
appreciate
lack of moral dread

analytical doctrine of the Buddhist canon,
canonical collection of philosophical and
psychological treatises, Abhidhamma
“superknowledge” ‘

to become a monk or a novice out of

respect for parents and superiors, entering

the priesthood to attain high virtue
bad luck or omen, inauspicious (for
example in a funeral)

non-greed, liberality, generosity

ignorance
non-violence, non-cruelty

shamelessness, lack of shame
the four noble truths

noble wealth

worship on the full-moon day (eight lunar
months) in commemoration of the first
sermon of the Buddha and the foundation
of the Buddhist order

self, soul

“mind-reading”, to know the thoughts of -
another person '
grave offence

donation of requisites (for example food
and lodging), material gifts
protection '
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1. to invite (monks) 2. perfection
to offer food toamonk

title of the Buddha (relating to his ‘
depiction with rays emanating from his
body)

breathing in

self-mortification, self-torment

1. self, soul, ego, mind -

2. personal pronoun used for ‘I, myself
when speaker is a monk

1. cause, motive, essence

2. prosperity, well-being

good satial conduct

bone relics
inauspicious (adj.)
passionless (adj.)

eight conditions that disqualify one for
monk-hood
envy, jealousy

psychic powers

vanify, self-admiration, narcissism

restlessness

dedication or fransference of merit,
radiation of merit
female layperson

male layperson

ordination ceremony, full (or higher)
‘ordination for monks, to enter the monk-
hood :

attendant, supporter

attachment
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superior perfections
despair

‘spiritual leader, preceptor

1. equanimity, even-mindedness,
neutrality

2. indifference (neither having a feeling of
pleasure nor disgust)

1. observance, the day of observance of
precepts (8™ and 15" day of the lunar
month) , “sabbath day”

2. bi-weekly recitation of the vinaya

(rules of discipline/ patimokka)
one-pointedness of the mind, tranquiility

Erewan (the three headed elephant of the
god Indra)

The Lao Buddhist Fellowship
Organization (LBFQ)

offering-bowl (without foot)

anger, resentment

to be generous, to care for others

to be reborn, to transmigrate

s

to observe the precepts observance of
© iprecepts-. .

 daily reahzmg of robes, to reahzz one’s
.robes n e
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the ritual yearly cycle of the Lao in order
to make merit at different festivals
(literally: “the twelve customs™)

“the traditions/customs of the twelve
months of the year and the fourteen
regulations”

matter, form, body

corporality (one of the aggregates of
existence)

to recognize the merit received from
others '

to make merit

to perform a ceremony for a new house,
house-warming ceremony

to do good and receive goodness (*good
deeds are rewarded with merit”)

the “good house”, house where somebody
has recently died (meeting place with
entertainment for friends and relatives of
the deceased)

small model house for a recently deceased
person that contains daily utensils and is
brought in procession to the temple and
donated to the monks (Luang Prabang,
Northern Laos)
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The precepts (five, eight and ten)

1. yquaBuana o (Susnnaugafiu uay Sa¥0.
I undertake to observe the precept to abstain from killing.
2. sufuuanan o (Susannansngv.

I undertake to observe the precept to abstain from taking what is not
given.

3. J’l‘lE‘UI.UCJﬂ‘I‘?‘lS'l D :5mmmmﬂuwgu

I undertake to observe the precept to abstain from sexual misconduct.
4, JJS'IO‘WI‘I 1£9] cﬁmqnmmaﬂmos

I undertake to observe the precept to abstain from from false speech
5, ﬂS‘IE.UaBEJUJJCJQBUBJJ‘I !ﬂO‘ﬂ‘NU‘I 2 EOiJ'i")III]‘IlJQJJﬁS‘]

HeaDucDa.

I undertake to observe the precept to abstain from takmg mtoxwants
causing carelessness.

6. Snariwgsua (o (SusannaudStantueaudnay.
I undertake to observe the precept to refrain from eating at a forbidden
time (i.e., after noon).
7. JoreioeoafinsSgnedionsua 10 (Susannaudly
T
nauguaavdienahnhicus.

I undertake to observe the precept to refrain from dancing, singing,
music and going to see entertainments.

8. mmswznsar.au:uuuznﬂswuuumuuuowauuomm %3]

SurannauiseesmeBuosuedvsSunas.

I'undertake to observe the precept to refrain from wearing garlands,
using perfumes, and beautifying the body with cosmetics.
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9. ROV UBULTIRELEL)
& - AP S
torSusmnuiiguaviigsstiesujju.

I undertake to observe the precept to refrain from lying on high or
luxurious sleeping places.

10. gumu§UsSugumuUummmum to LDIJ‘?‘IJ’ITI'\?J%UIB‘IleJ

umaﬁgajum

I undertake to observe the precept to refrain from accepting gold and
money.

Dogaluiishiy

Some important chants

1. tosso
Homage to the Triple Gems

ety Bose wenwosio evsenelo Huva Suwoliosy

Homage to Him, the Blessed One, the Exalted One, the Fully
Enlightened One. '

2. geseurle
The Three Refuges

yoiiy avsely Hoand Hully avselly Hosad By
gustily S0l

.Ou ) 9.’ [TV « (=3 G O Gt Qs L1
yB8uD woily svselly Hornd yHBuD Fuls seselly ol
HoBLD Kby avselly Homal

- ouBEivg yoliy sesely Homad nedSud Hulb auswj Sogad

memguﬂ Ho8i9 auselly Homad
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I go to the Buddha as my refuge.

: - i ial salutation, as the i ble field
I g0 to the Dhamma [the teachings of the Bud dhal, as my Refuge. _ offerings, and fit for reverential salutation, as the incompara

1 go to the Sangha [community of monks] as my Refuge. of merit for the world.
For the second time I go to the Buddha as my Refuge,
For the second time 1 go to the Dhamma, as my Refuge. o
For the second time I go-to the Sangha, as my Refuge. _ 1. 8508
For the third time I go to the Buddha as my Refuge. Homage to the Buddha
For the third time I go to the Dhamma, as my Refuge.
For the third time I go to the Sangha, as my Refuge 860t e wwonon Buséi‘n’j E.U.U'tﬁ.uugotm X
Sogrvseueiutiuly gaeln YansSy esyonela
, : ySmsfivusmasst] Bona wosueyosailly woly weawd
3. &meoy . : ' | “ i
Homage to the Disciples of the Buddha Thus indeed, is that Blessed One: He is the Holy One, fully | | |
: enlightened, endowed with clear vision and virtuous conduct, sublime, 5
gUsBtiuly wuosouin geneigle ' the Knower of the worlds, the incomparable leader of men to be
- o a tamed, the teacher of gods and men, enlightened and blessed. i
2guudiiuly weavoslo sroenuiisle - |
0esUsdluTy wvavouln souneiigla . | o |
22 030eBU0T0 weeror o srovnedsle ' ' | |

| ey ¥onrs ySawynall Sone YSavynanuan eusyulio 4
‘ The four noble truths

(28s Wenwos l0 810vnedyte eguely danweley

fingwele Buged nusellte svynnvsy Yuiinieody Tafiosy . . : .
: ' yne suffering, unsatisfactoriness

ynevyiie the cause of suffering, origin.of suffering

The Sangha [order of Buddhist monks] of the Blessed One's [the U;mmﬁsn the cessation of suffering, extinction of suffering

Buddha’s] disciples has entered on the good way. The Sangha of the qneﬁ?somﬁduz‘ﬁdgm the path leading to the cessation of
Blessed One's disciples has entered on the straight way The Sangha of + suffering -

the Blessed One's disciples has entered on the proper way, that is to ~ : _ ,
say; the Four Pairs of Men, the Eight Types of Persons The Sangha of : _ ' ' ; : . ‘ |
the Blessed One's disciples is fit for gifts, fit for hospitality, fit for E _ _ , o ‘ ot B
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WLV 4 eag
The 4 ways of cultivation (development/growth)

1. nmew90s9 physical development

2. WMo moral development

3. F00mwaosun cultivation of heart, emotional development

4, Busmwaosua cultivation of wisﬂom, intellectual development

wSuusdmay 4
The four holy abidings (the sublime states of mind)

LUOE loving-kindness, friendliness

N¥SUI compassion

Yo sympathetic joy, altruism

B - S o

gunan equanimity, neutrality

Hupeficao 4
The 4 defiling actions (contaminating acts)

1. uauaduan: destruction of life
2fiuuamau: taken what is not given

n9cd: sexval misconduct

Pl o

Jg9290. false speech ‘
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| to¥u 4
The four necessities of life. The requisites of a monk

1. So8u robes, clothing |

2. Dumnevan alms-food, food

3. (AURIVY (z“ﬁg}a-_u‘tn) lodging

4. Sarusto¥ewEoddean (g aauqunen%mnisn) medicine,
medic¢al equipment

- #us
~ The 5 aggregates of existence

1. gudu: aggregate of cofpora]ity :
2.-:081;m§:u: aggregate of feeling

3. ¥uemBy: aggregate of perception

4, H9ens8u: aggregate of mental formations
5. Suemuu: aggregate of consciousness

- cognSgensudtivy 5
§ ways for producing intrepidity

#omn: confidence

#9: good conduct

wyivve; great learning
SSusdin’energy

duwa: wisdom, understanding
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waw 9 2. BuuagsHove: right thought
The five powers of a Buddha : 3. BUL9999: right speech
#Huwna: confidence . _
oo ' , 4. Supafuluos: right action
JSee: energy, effort :

o 5. §uunea8ow: right livelihood
. ®ul); mindfulness

o . 6. LU0 w9e: right effort
RulaYl concentration

N

7. BLu98e0; right mindfulness e

Huen: wisdom, understanding - By o
8. auLUage=UMN: right concentration |

puSougy 7 3l
. . Uuped M
= | The 7 noble treasures = 11

The 9 stains 1‘
Tnue (m090IN0): anger '

[—

‘ .
1. &own (noauige): faith _ |
2. &a (@nawEnsnovtStdisjuses): morality, good conduct, dnge (H0IU8UgQUIIL): depreciation, detraction ]

, virtue :

i oo 3 , R

I 3. NS (potrwaeewUIY); moral shame, conscience

Sa8 (009UB0KM): envy, jealousy '. |
JeSe (amugﬁ): stinginess, meanness : : ‘ H
‘| 4. Yeoliuys (Eoaudautuau): fear to behave morally bad, fear to :
! etr |

wpFaTe '(aaqucﬂngﬁnaﬁsHSJu): great learning

Vagn (Uasen): deceit f
#ne (eorucBeoogenida) hypocrisy |

A oo h
& S ) ) U909 (naucdavun): false speech
LT (aaﬁu:aaaumu;aecﬁ’a;wew)hberahty, charity ! =I|

=~ v W

Uatlogn (aotutatsauado): evil desire 1"

I A B T S

X .
Hue (poaueeala): wisdom o . A
Dostfiof (@oucdingo): false view 1

i . ﬁhﬂ&ﬁé‘j 8
| Sotisinelines
‘ The noble eightfold path |
. Buuation: right understanding ' ]

69

vasyd U fomvuased

. The ten perfections 1
-1, mmu; giving, generosity, charity, liberality ]

—

2. #x: morality, good conduct |
3. (UNSUUE; renunciation §
' 70 i




4. Yuen: wisdom, insight, understanding

5. 38w energy, effort, endeavour |

6. 803: tolerance, forbearance, endurance

7. §o%e: truthfulness

8. uiit)u: resolution, self-determination

9. (uo09: loving-kindness, friendliness, good-will
10. schnam equanimity, neutrality

wsui9910 898 gevvased 10
The ten great lives of the Buddha and the ten perfections

1. wswlt - cunguue
Phrateme (renunciation)

2. wssnsmageln - SSuw
Phramahasanok (energy, effort, endeavour)

3. wseRBUNERIL - (IO
Phrasuvannasam (loving-kindness)

4, wsswlsao - exfinay
Phranemirat (resolution, self-determination)

5. wsvue oo - Huga
Phramahosot (wisdom, understanding)

6. r.uswﬁﬁn - 82

Phrapuritat (morality, good conduct)

7. wsviunsnuay - ud
Phrachantaguman (tolerance, endurance)

8. wseLsSINE - qcUnaﬂ

"Phranaratta (equanimity)

7

9. wsedysy - oI
Phrawitura (truthfulness)

10. wsv(OOEUODY - MY
Phrawetsandon (generosity, charity)

Rtan 10 (@ewawinhlgifolvibawes)
The 10 defilements

Yaws (poauganlo) greed

[

Tuge (@o1USinUetsae): hatred

. - [t .
Tume (0090, DoUUg: delusion

L

Urus (Bn09UT0): conceit
Ho® (@otwiHudo): wrong view
33808 (e0UR9iaR9®e): doubt, uncertainty
Rus (a09uT2): sloth
alivay (@09UYIRL): restlessness

e e A U s

b ) : )
2EMNSNI (HIIUUALDILONDNIUIY): shamelessness
' . B v b
10. exiufivds (ODVUNYINDNOHIIUED): lack of moral dread

353 13 &y

The thirteen practices of ascetic monks

1. Ujigi;lﬁﬁjﬂs: refuse rag-wearer’s practice (wearing patched-up

robes) , ‘ ,
2. toAsuiigne: triple-robe wearer’s practice (wearing only three
robes) '

3. DuoeuaBiigne: alms-food eaters practice (going for alms)
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4, ﬂsdém'm'i'lgﬁjnu: house-to-house seeker’s'practice (not .
omitting any house whilst going for alms)
5. tenadulifignu: one-sessioner’s practice (eating at one sitting)

6. ﬂnﬁﬂuﬁﬁgna: bowl- food-eater’s practice (eating only from the

alms-bowl)

7. evpilomadioBiisne: later-food-refuser’s practice (refusmg all
further food)

8. @18ulifigne: forest-dweller’s-practice (living in the forest)

9. §ngug§ﬁjﬂuz tree-root-dweller’s practice (living under a tree)
10. BuTwna@iisee: open-air-dweller’s practice (living in the open
air}

11. Y@aalHyne: chamel-gmund-dweiler s practice (hvmg ina
cemetery)

12. sura@unedifigne: any-bed-user’s practice (bemg satlsﬁed
with whatever dwelling)

13. cuEioBiigme: sitter’s practice (sleeping in the sitting position
and never lying down)

cﬁagwsutaoﬁmau 13 fiv
The 13 chapters of the Vessantara-Jataka

1. fioRuwWoL (The sermon of the ten blessings)
2. flusway (The sermon on Himaphan) o
3. ymuuEEY (The sermon on the gifis)

4. SuuswsE00 (The sermon on the wandering)
5. quaeily (The sermon on the small forest)

6. Vemadly (The sermon of the large forest)

7. gej!?.unu (The sermon on Chuchok the Brahmin)
| 73

* 8. VUYL (The sermon on the children)

9. uq9dindh (The sermon of Princess Matsi)

10. &nnediy (The sermon on Pha Indra)

11. Ve?19890) (The sermon on the great king)
12, §nnwS (The sermon of the six Ksatriya)
13. Yeeigy (The sermon on the city)

Bnuaviteshinludo
The buildings and things in the temple

. nugj (NuKy9) bell, gong
* 100 place where monks stay and sleep
e E721 hall, preaching hatl

o 8u temple main hall of the temple, the area of the temple

(orlgmaHy de51gnat1ng a holy area that is ritually produced by
setting the boundary stones)

3
« 80247 roof-ornaments of a pagoda
o 095880 (018980) ceremonial fan of a monk.

¢ NIONEQN stupa for the deceased, funeral monument for the
deceased

L zgjg (9Ue01N) “long banner” (flag with many colours hanging
from a bamboo pole at the temple during a festival)

¢ WSsUvIU main Buddha statue (located in the main hall of the

. temple)

o un(- Tumu) palmleaf-bundle, palmleaf-manuscript (as a book)

o Tuo the building in a monastery in which ceremonies are
performed, the upasatha hall

»  Tuau palm: -leaves which are used for writing in Tham-script . - '
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o 3t main hall of the temple’

o HIN@9 drum tower
e 9N large meeting place in the temple. (“dlstnbutlon palace”™)

e $tQ) temple library

* mﬁ.u.u'm preaching chair, pulplt large chair for glvmg sermons

(for example of Vessantara-jataka)
o BSeiinauio spmt-shrme for the- first abbot/monk of the

monastery

Eoeowsiiiane

Festivals: The ritual yearly cycle of the Lao

X &
Yuigay
YUUIaBYRY
Yuwe(d0
yuBhuse

qummaj
anmnazggq

yubigty
YUDIRNEYRA

=
Quigaiiugn

qncﬁﬂUeﬁuﬁu

X
YUIRIKEURIN

“fastival of grilled rice-cakes”

ceremony commemorating the great assembly
of the disciples of the Buddha

the festival of Prince Vessantara (rec1tat10n of
the story of Wetsandon)

_new year festival in the temple (sprmk]e water

on Buddha statues)
new-year festival

festival for the birth, death and enlightenment of
the Buddha
rocket-festival (fertility rite for inducing rain-

fall) -
festival commemorating the foundatlon of the

Buddhist order
opening ceremony of the rains-retreat

“festival of rice-packets decorating the earth”
(festival for the dead) -

“festival of rice-packets chosen by lot“ (festival
for the dead)
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mamagw Confucianism

~ festival on the last day of the rains-retreat

yuesndiuaa
' ng’agci?a boat—racmg festival

tpSety festival for honoring the 7 nagas (dragons/
serpents) that involves placing small floating
boats with offerings and candles in rivers which

: are supposed to carry one’s sins away
q”nuﬁ” - - robe-offering ceremony
LUNIONRDY festival of the That Luang Stupa honoring he’

relics of the Buddha and the erection of the
stupa

gazuatuian
The religions of the world

gqguanS0: Christianity
mﬂmﬁn:.s’ik_hism )
gaauniglsSoned: Zoroastrianism
gaguagulo: Shintoism

R98U1(8Y: Zen-Buddhism
89809907 Judaism

ﬂ‘lﬂmcé‘i: Taoism

‘&agua Animism

gy Buddhism
@98U"81Q: Hinduism
fIRUIBORESIL; Islam
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T

IQM ' , For Sundays: "Seven Days Looking." This statue represents the
: : period after the Buddha had realized enlightenment. He achieved the
the days of the week (day of birth “enlightened state as he sat under a Bodhi-tree in deep meditation. It is
‘said that he then stood up and walked away a few steps from the tree.
Then, in deep meditation, he looked at the tree for 7 days without

For each day of the week there is at least one Buddha statue. Most  blinking his eyes and realised the suffering of all beings, including

Buddhists believe that there is a connection between their day of birth that of the tree. :

and a statue of the Buddha that is assigned to that day. When praying . :

to the Buddha in the temple or after a procession around the temple, - Svenio (1INo9V0); “¥odvivniusenns”

people will go to the Buddha statue of their day of birth and make ‘ o v o &

offerings there and pray. Each of the statues relates to a certain event | WsgioueguYagUs moﬁm:mutnjﬁu\:m}mﬁjﬁﬂnmwaﬂgogﬂ !
in the life of the Buddha that is supposed to have happened on that day KoV &Y ory & SoY &S ; 0 wlE |
of the week. Although a short explanation is given for each of the cm}o:azaug . wuuaj’;fouusgzuﬂqvft mjml@gﬂj hie 1: ’ |
statues, it must be noted that there are many variations and it is hard to weB9Balig@agaugfiosiuiu. (Dafiucalucoaniiv wedstdan |

ino | \ " AN & !
define the meaning in only one way. é‘nuaumjeemméni waeRwiiao, luesusiitgagiuiiy, wy 1

& A } oy & )
S98qmecwscuniiduiuiiuoan 7 Su Yoeddiunm adstdigala |

' ad9fignoauyneesBuweiiofisuss, souifsdutwdufiusoe. j
3 I weyahSuchio o |

. yngSulviudeonfusyonugudaguiion 1 8. gougae
gﬂozyocﬁaﬁudﬁ a)uzndqjﬁiucﬁmaajﬁuﬁuwuqomu§u fuafio
l tuateuSuiiy Senofiotiufiy. oantmswsluso nanF93n
| QJumju growovstinSusdsshSufionebu. zuuuqmmu§u
‘ ucﬁasﬁjﬁmaﬁaﬂiuﬁu:momu‘fuﬁﬁnaajwaqomscén (8980
qoﬁndﬂﬁﬁgﬁjﬁqocﬁogn‘ﬂuﬁuﬁu. (g uuvdarettiunaussi
vreneyonsgutasdeasfunion, condiunmeaniiasey
z‘ﬁbqamwwwwyucﬁgv LTT) 8 §jﬂi1"jj'aﬁtijnﬁaj‘:c‘iﬁﬂocﬁj
SmumanacSesfuondastiuty.
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For Mondays: This image represents the Buddha’s "Mastery over
Passions". This statue symbolizes the parable of the Buddha
performing a miracle by calming the ocean. Another story tells the
story of the Buddha going to the city of Vesali in India where there—
was a drought and spirits infested the city. He and his disciples entered
the city, warded off all dangers and helped the king to purify the town.

SUV (S9ivenn) :

weyonLgUUagl sueoqldicdiuedy “ noviBegeusfian *,
cﬂmém“ajwwcﬁj:E\)“egaajwua‘i}omec%ﬂ%ﬂu::@jﬁjbsin’oﬁu"ﬁuﬁay
ngolfivemsvmosviy. é’nca%”ejaﬁjudncgnn;]aﬁuwuugo
mucgqaascﬁo‘w?mﬁaj co295 TuvstnoButosteniDw iy
ud warlysduemBunoucles. wedsraruorgasnt Sty
Tueles, nﬁ%oﬁm{hﬁum‘cwﬁmaawcﬁﬁjg eavsoumsiiaxey
By ghsvavarydailes lidooaurerifugn.

o

For Tuesdays: “Entering Final Nirvana” or “Reclining Buddha.” This
pose represents the death of the Buddha, or his entering of the final

Nirvana. Religious texts state that the Buddha entered parinibbana on

this day of the week. Another story tells about a giant called
Asurindarahu who had an audience with the Buddha. The Buddha
positioned himself on a couch so that the giant was able to see him.

The giant was arrogant, but the Buddha preached the dhamma to him

and taught him to be respectful.
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For Wednesday merning: “With alms-bowl.” Many years after the
Buddha had left his home to become a wandering monk, he went back
to his hometown to preach the dhamma and visit his father (the king)
and his family. His father, at the beginning not-understanding the new
life of his son, thought that after preaching the Buddha would come to
-the palace to eat there, but forgot to invite him. The Buddha then
explained to his father about the practice of going on alms-round. This

was the first time the people in the Buddha’s hometown had the

possibility to give alms.
ﬁ Bt
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For Wednesday evening: “Animals worship the Buddha.” When his
disciples were staying in Kosambi and having quarrels, the Buddha
left and looked for a quiet place in the forest to meditate. An elephant
and a monkey came to worship him and brought him food (fruits,
honey-comb or water). The statue symbolizes that all beings in this
world worship the Buddha, even animals.
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Feor Thursdays: "The Meditating Buddha." After the Buddha-to-be
had meditated under the Bodhi-tree for a long time and had withstood
the temptations of Mara (‘devil’), he contemplated further and finally

realised nirvana. The rejoicing of the gods made the earth shake and it

rained celestial flowers.

Jveedio (rmvurd): )

.wwmﬁjfﬁwszymnuc%q Yi@ameuafiiiucoaBuuny gjﬁej
Sutwedo mau‘tﬁé@ﬁuﬁgéwamajmﬂ, weBgRtScdacfogay
Sucdnidy cawludh qm’l‘;6ﬁnas§:ﬂnwammﬁwomuc§ﬂ. (e
nooadigmanetdio ticduduifonauduseiion tartdtse
oantidsgdulan cﬁssﬂmmauuoghmucﬁqﬁuﬁuﬁéwuﬁj.
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_For Fridays: the "Contemplating Buddha.” The statue symbolizes a
compiete spiritual transformation, A benevolent tranquillity expresses .

the equanimity obtained through meditation,

Svpn (Urashidy):
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For Saturdays: "Protected by the Naga King," Three weeks after his
enlightenment, while the Buddha mediated under the ‘Mucalinda-tree’ -
it began to rain, The Naga-King rose from the earth and formed an
umbrella with his 7 heads in order to protect the Buddha, - :

Sy (Aravandn); ”)’éﬁ”&nﬂwﬂnﬂaﬁm&/smmn" .

| muaqﬁowﬁﬁmmnﬁoaﬁaa‘)’o, zugsu‘mmstgq‘tﬁcgmug '
ﬁs_jgu‘fm.. Thesnuﬁmuqo&uﬁjn‘)ﬁjcgﬂawgﬁu uAtScSudn.
qumn‘cﬁuﬁﬁdﬁagmanﬁn‘fsm‘ ccsaeéuujs"aj‘leiinwci’m&iu& '
6auﬁaﬁj:’$ncﬁeﬂnﬂejmagnmu;-‘§ :

e e sy
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The Naga . :
The Nagas are gigantic snake- or dragon-like beings that live
under water in oceans, rivers and wells. They inhabit underwater
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amRtLa: mﬁwuﬁﬁmaejwsqmmmn o8y w.te, uadn, |
'Esjﬁwymﬁgnenmmﬁmumta, uagnen 2001

Sourcef KI Matics, The Gestures of the Buddha, Chulalongkorn
University Press, Bangkok 2001 o
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