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iv Series editor’s Preface

SerieS eDiTor’S Preface
(Günther Schlee)

abouT The SerieS
This series of Field Notes and Research Projects does not aim to compete 
with high-impact, peer-reviewed books and journal articles, which are the 
main am bition of scholars seeking to publish their research. rather, contribu-
tions to this series complement such publications. They serve a number of 
different purposes. 

in recent decades, anthropological publications have often been purely dis-
cursive – that is, they have consisted only of words. often, pictures, tables, and 
maps have not found their way into them. in this series, we want to devote 
more space to visual aspects of our data. 

Data are often referred to in publications without being presented systemati-
cally. here, we want to make the paths we take in proceeding from data to con-
clusions more transparent by devoting sufficient space to the  documentation 
of data.

in addition to facilitating critical evaluation of our work by members of the 
scholarly community, stimulating comparative research within the institute and 
beyond, and providing citable references for books and articles in which only a  
limited amount of data can be presented, these volumes serve an important func-
tion in retaining connections to field sites and in maintaining the involvement 
of the people living there in the research process. Those who have helped us 
to collect data and provided us with information can be given these books and 
booklets as small tokens of our gratitude and as tangible evidence of their 
cooperation with us. When the results of our research are sown in the field, new 
discussions and fresh perspectives might sprout.

especially in their electronic form, these volumes can also be used in the  
production of power points for teaching; and, as they are open-access and free 
of charge, they can serve an important public outreach function by arousing 
interest in our research among members of a wider audience.
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Preface To The rePrinT
(Maknun GaMaledin aShaMi)

This book has been lying on my desk for the past 32 years. i submitted it 
as my PhD thesis in november 1985. Professor i. m. lewis, who was my 
external examiner, suggested i speak to James curry about the possibility of 
publishing it. but then my life changed dramatically when my newly born 
daughter took a grip on my life. my daughter and making a living became top 
priorities. it was not until i came to the max Planck institute for Social an-
thropology (mPi) in halle/Saale that i realized it was high time to make my 
thesis available for other scholars concerned with the predicaments of afar 
pastoralists in the face of ‘development’ in the awash Valley, ethiopia. in 
2014, i was invited by Professor günther Schlee to come to the mPi to work 
with Jean lydall on archiving the ethnographic estate of glynn flood, and 
to produce a volume for the series Field Notes and Research Projects of his 
department ‘Integration and Conflict’, which he hoped would allow scholars 
to follow glynn’s scrutiny of ‘development’ in the afar case, be useful for 
teaching fieldwork methodology, and provide invaluable data for the analysis 
of afar nomadism.1 

i am grateful to Professor günther Schlee who suggested that my disserta-
tion could be reprinted without any changes as an historical document. fur-
thermore, Prof. Schlee suggested that a new preface be written explaining the 
reasons for reprinting the document at this time. i have added a new index 
related to names of places mentioned in the text. 

The major shift from the Derg to the ethiopian Peoples revolution Demo-
cratic front (ePrDf) led to the establishment of the federal Democratic 
republic of ethiopia founded on nine ethnic-based states in 1994. The afar 
national regional State came into being. certainly since then, this new de-
velopment has improved the life of a small segment of the afar population, 
but not the life of the semi-nomadic pastoralists who constitute the majority 
of people living in the awash Valley. The change of the political situation 
was shaped by the federal government’s ‘growth and Transformation Strat-
egy’ which involved the promotion of large scale projects in the peripher-
ies of the ethiopian State without the consent of the local populations. in 
the awash Valley a twin strategy was adopted allocating more than 70,000 
ha of land to the development of sugar plantations, and the continuation of 
villagization programs that had been started under the Derg. as a result of 

1   glynn flood was a british anthropology student, who was killed by government 
forces in 1975 while he had been carrying out research in the afar region of 
Ethiopia. His widow, Michèle, donated Glynn’s work journals, field notes, photos 
and other materials to the mPi to be archived and made accessible for research. 
our work is now complete and has been published as volume XXi of Field Notes 
and Research Projects, under the title ‘in Pursuit of afar nomads: glynn flood 
Work Journal and letters from the field, 1973 – 1975’.
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the sugar project thousands of pastoralists have been displaced and removed 
from their traditional grazing and watering areas close to the awash river 
and its tributaries. as the government intends to implement a policy of forced 
sedentarization, it has not provided pastures in these new settlements. other 
promises such as schools and clinics have neither materialized. one observer 
noted that the sugar development project is perceived negatively by the local 
Afar, who see it as an initiative that confiscates their land and leads to impov-
erishment of the local inhabitants, rather than as an agent of positive change 
(firehiwot and yonas 2015: 28). now we have a newly formed ethiopian 
government, with fresh promises to tackle corruption and inequality. how-
ever, there is no talk of moving away from the federal government’s ‘growth 
and Transformation Strategy’. how will the afar fare in this newly emerging 
power structure?

many people at the max Planck institute for Social anthropology have 
helped me, and special thanks go to Viktoria giehler-Zeng, Viola Stanisch, 
anja neuner, anett Kirchhof, manuela Pusch and robert Dobslaw. i would 
also like to thank Jean lydall for her encouragement and continual support.

reference
firehiwot, Sintayehu and yonas ashine. 2015. ‘The ethiopian State and 

Pastoralism. appraisal of Pastoral Policies in the afar national re-
gional State’, in yohannes aberra and mahmud abdulahi (eds), The 
Intricate Road to Development, Government Development Strategies 
in the Pastoral Areas of the Horn of Africa. addis ababa: iPSS addis 
ababa university, pp. 72 –106.





















































































Map 1:  
Showing the location of the 
Awash Basin
(M. AshAMi, 1985)







map 2: afar land in the horn of africa (afar and their neighbours)  
(M. aShaMi, 1985)

















































































































































Map 3:  
Awash River Basin Irrigation Development
(M. AshAMi, 1985)

























































































































Map 4:  
Former Grazing land and Tendaho Plantation 
(M. AshAMi, 1985)





































Map 5:  
Areas of Cultivation in the Lower Plains (Awsa) 
(M. AshAMi, 1985)
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199 ׀ 166 – 164
bodoyda  37
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e
edd  41
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ethiopia (ethiopian empire)  

  ׀ 106 98 ׀ 79 – 77 ׀ 68 – 66 ׀ 18
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f
ferite channels  161
france  83 237 ׀

g
galalu  64
gewani  100 210 ׀
gobad  42

i
islamic (muslim imamate of awsa)  

56 ׀ 50 ׀ 37 ׀ 17
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J
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K
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l
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  ׀ 110 – 107 ׀ 100 ׀ 62 ׀ 27
 151 ׀ 122 ׀ 120 ׀ 114 – 113

m
massawa  235
melka awara( awara melka)  95 ׀  

134 – 133 ׀ 120
melka Sedi  89
middle awash  27 ׀ 95 ׀ 63 – 62 ׀ 32 ׀ 

  ׀ 120 – 119 ׀ 117 ׀ 115 ׀ 113 ׀ 110
232 ׀ 217 ׀ 210 ׀ 168 ׀ 137 ׀ 122
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n
north east range lands  107

r
rahayta  32 42 ׀
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S
Shoa  51 77 ׀ 74 ׀ 66 ׀
Sahile  186 232 ׀ 199 ׀
Saudi arabia  226 237 ׀ 234 ׀ 230 ׀

T
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  ׀ 127 ׀ 125 ׀ 122 – 119 ׀ 101 ׀ 95
  ׀ 162 ׀ 160 ׀ 158 – 153 ׀ 150
219 ׀ 199 ׀ 196 ׀ 175 ׀ 169 – 164

Terro  41
Thio  49 235 ׀
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u
upper awash  27 233 ׀

W
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y
yemen  214 219 ׀
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