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SECTION 2
DEPARTMENT
‘RESILIENCE AND
TRANSFORMATION
IN EURASIA’

DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Director emeritus:

CHRIS HANN

SUMMARY

Due to the retirement of its Director, the main task of
this Department in these years was to bring existing
projects (presented in previous MPI reports) to a
successful conclusion. Some plans were adversely
affected by the COVID pandemic, but thanks to
(cost-neutral) extensions, the flexibility of the Martin
Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, and the creative
ingenuity of individual researchers, all main objec-
tives were achieved.

INTRODUCTION

The Director of this Department was a lame duck in
this review period (his official retirement date was 31
August 2021). Lale Yalgin-Heckmann, a member of
the Department from its launch in 1999, formerly a
Minerva Professor and later Coordinator of the Euro-
pean Research Council project ‘Realising Eurasia:
Civilization and Moral Economy in the Twenty-First
Century’, also reached the age of retirement (though
she remains active as a Privatdozentin at the Uni-
versity of Pardubice, Czech Republic). Three Heads
of Research Groups appointed and funded by this
department — Christoph Brumann, Kirsten W. Endres,
and Dittmar Schorkowitz — present their reports inde-
pendently. Postdoctoral researchers lain Walker and
Samuel Williams joined the new department of Biao
Xiang; their individual reports can be found in his
chapter.

The implications of the pandemic for this Depart-
ment were potentially disastrous, given the urgent
need to conclude all activities before the retirement
of the Director. Outcomes turned out better than ini-
tially expected. Several events had to be postponed,
including the final conference of the International
Max Planck School for the Anthropology, Archae-
ology and History of Eurasia (IMPRS ANARCHIE) and
a workshop of the Visegrad Anthropologists’ Network
(V4 NET). Miraculously, however, very little was can-
celled or lost (the main casualty was the final

workshop of the Research Group led by Kirsten W.
Endres - see her report). Some of the funds left
unspent due to lockdowns were redistributed to
researchers who could make a convincing case for
extensions. Supplementary short-term grants were
extended to numerous members of V4 NET.

With hybridity the name of the game, flexibility and
patience were called for. The Department continued
its weekly seminars according to the usual semester
routines. The Martin Luther University made it pos-
sible to examine doctoral theses online. Fifteen stu-
dents defended successfully in this review period.

With the last postdoctoral research group in eco-
nomic anthropology (“Financialization”) having con-
cluded its work in 2019, no new positions were adver-
tised, and irrespective of COVID, little fieldwork was
scheduled for this review period. For some senior
members of the Department, COVID had silver linings
in terms of freeing up time for data analysis and
writing. Fewer meetings and less travel meant more
time for reading and even writing book reviews (a
genre that has been in decline for years). Together
with Ildiké Bellér-Hann, the Director took advantage
of the first lockdown to complete work on a mon-
ograph about eastern Xinjiang that they not antici-
pated being able to pull together before retirement
(Bellér-Hann and Hann 2020).

Of course, the human costs of the disruption were
experienced by everyone. Webinars were an imper-
fect substitute for exchanges in the seminar rooms
and their continuation later in the evening over drinks
at Nexus (a popular watering hole for two decades).
Sociality in the fresh air was greatly prized. Commu-
nitas was fostered through departmental excursions
along the Saale River and through the forest to the
Heidesee (in 2020 and 2021 respectively, when the
virus beat its annual summer retreat).

The informal interaction that is so important in most
branches of science has always been easy in Halle.
This city has less than half the population of Leipzig,
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which in turn is dwarfed by Berlin. Yet the “cultural
capital of Saxony-Anhalt” has much to offer in virtu-
ally every field of the arts, and the intellectual tradi-
tions of the Martin Luther University are second to
none in East-Central Europe. Our interaction with his-
torians and archaeologists of the MLU in the frame-
work of the IMPRS ANARCHIE has enriched our
community for over a decade. It was gratifying that
Burkhard Schnepel, one of the founders of the univer-
sity’s social anthropology seminar, was able to join
the Research School and play an active role in super-
vision of the last cohort.

EXTERNAL COLLABORATION

External collaborative events included a small hybrid
meeting in December 2020, “The Emotional Con-
sequences of the Peace”, to explore the politics of
memory in Central Europe 100 years after the peace
settlements at the end of the First World War. This
was organized jointly with historian Ute Frevert (Max
Planck Institute for Human Development) and took
place at the Harnack Haus in Berlin.

Malinowski and the Argonauts:
a hundred years of economic anthropology
and the ethnographic method

0 maxcam

The workshop will run along several dimensions.

Centenary workshop - call for papers
4 P pap! What did “economy” mean for Malinowski in

Date: 45 July 2022
Venue: LSE, Houghton Street, London WC2A 2AE

‘The publication in 1922 of Bronislaw Malinowski's
Argonauts of the Wester Pacific inaugurated a golden
age in social anthropology. Recent revisionist views

&
modern ethnographic methods, as well as being a
landmark for the subfield later known as economic
anthropology. Malinowski's analysis of kula and
gimwalihas been appropriated by many later authors,
including Marcel Mauss and Karl Polanyi. It has been
prominent in the “substantivist” canon, but also
subject to “formalist” as well s feminist
reinterpretations. The ethnographic materials
presented by Malinowski continue to feature in the
very latest journal articles and textbooks in the
twentyfirst century.

" ARGONAUTS

O T WESTERN PACIFIC

= = CENTENNIAL1922-2022

Send paper proposalsfabstracts by 31* January 2022 to
: Deborah James d. @ K
and Chris Hann hann@eth.mpg.de

successive phases of his career, between his
formation in the Austro-Hungarian Empire and his
last project in Mexico? We encourage

ith earlier and later
his Cracow dissertation on the “economy of
thought”, the article on “primitive economics”
published i the Economic Journal in 1921, the
monograph Coral Gardens and their Magic, with its
rich materials on garden work and property, and
the posthumous study of a Mexican market
system (co-authored with Julio de la Fuente).

The significance of Argonauts for anthropological
theory is uncontested. Can production, exchange
and consumption in “tribal” societies be
investigated in the terms of modern economics,
or should social orders such as that of the
Trobriand islanders be approached through
relationships grounded in kinship and politics,
and practices of magic and ritual? Malinowski’s
work addresses the core questions of economic
anthropology, a field that flourishes in very
different global and intellectual contexts a
century later.

Beyond the foundational theoretical issues of a
sub-discipline, the workshop will engage with
questions of method and the direction of the
discipline. How can the kind of fieldwork
pioneered by Malinowski a century ago be
adapted and “stretched” to serve the agendas of
contemporary, postcolonial anthropology? Does
h method remain to

the discipline?

A large, transcontinental online workshop was con-
vened in March 2021 by Dimitriy Funk (Academy

of Sciences, Moscow), Otto Habeck (University of
Hamburg), and Virginie Vaté-Klein (CNRS). “Anthro-
pology of Siberia in the Late 19th and 20th Centuries:
Re-assessing the Contribution of a ‘Marginal’ Field”
took the Department back to its beginnings, when a
strong Siberia Project Group provided the impetus for
an inter-departmental Siberian Studies Centre under
Habeck's leadership. The papers presented at this
meeting will be published in 2023 as Vol. 49 of Halle
Studies in the Anthropology of Eurasia, the Depart-
ment’s publication series with LIT Verlag.

Another highlight was a critical celebration of the
centenary of Bronislaw Malinowski's Argonauts of the
Western Pacific, probably the most significant mon-
ograph in the history of economic anthropology, if
not anthropology in general. This event at the London
School of Economics in July 2022 was organized
jointly with Deborah James of the LSE. Revised ver-
sions of the papers will be published in our Berghahn
series, Max Planck Studies in Anthropology and
Economy.

GOODY LECTURES

Goody Lectures were given online by Stephen Lev-
inson in 2020 (“On ‘Technologies of the Intellect”)
and by Thomas Hylland Eriksen in 2021 (“The Tread-
mill Paradox in Cultural History: Competitive Global
Capitalism and the Anthropocene Challenge”). Chris
Hann's in-person valedictory lecture in June 2022 on
“Colonial Encounters” (see pp. 178-179) was simul-
taneously an unofficial twelfth lecture in this series.
All the Goody Lectures delivered since 2011, together
with supplementary materials pertaining to Goody,
will be brought together in a single volume edited by
Chris Hann and Han Vermeulen. Scheduled for publi-
cation in 2023, this will be the fiftieth and last volume
of the series Halle Studies in the Anthropology of
Eurasia, launched in 20083.



INTERNATIONAL MAX PLANCK
RESEARCH SCHOOL FOR THE ANTHRO-
POLOGY, ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY
OF EURASIA (ANARCHIE)

Postponed from December 2020, the final meeting
of ANARCHIE eventually took place in early July
2021 under the title “Society and Morality in Eurasia:
From Prehistory to the Present Day”. Only resi-

dents of Halle were allowed to gather in the main
seminar room. Other participants, including the three
plenary speakers, took part online.” The transdisci-
plinary conversations extended over 7 panels and 18
papers. The meeting was a resounding culmination
of the interdisciplinary exchanges and longue durée
approaches that were the very foundations of ANAR-
CHIE.

Sascha Roth remained in post as Coordinator until
the end of 2021. Ten doctoral dissertations were
successfully defended in the present review period;
more will follow in 2023. In September 2021, Roth
and Sprecher Chris Hann submitted a final report to
the Max Planck Society, excerpts from which follow
below:

“The International Max Planck Research School

for the Anthropology, Archaeology and History of
Eurasia (IMPRS ANARCHIE) was launched in 2012 as
a cooperation between the Max Planck Institute for
Social Anthropology and the Martin Luther University
Halle-Wittenberg. It provided young scholars with the
opportunity to pursue a doctorate in the framework
of a structured programme and excellent research
conditions. Four cohorts of doctoral students applied
themselves to four broad themes within the space
of the Eurasian landmass. Members of the first
three cohorts were funded for three years but could
receive extensions of up to six months when neces-
sary. Members of the fourth cohort received funding
for four years (subject to satisfactory progress). We
strove to ensure equal representation of our three
disciplines within each cohort.

One core aspect of ANARCHIE was the nature of its
interdisciplinarity. Work outside established discipli-
nary boundaries requires an institutional framework
that enables students to step back from their earlier
training (usually a master's programme in one disci-
pline). The first-year programme of ANARCHIE thus
featured wide-ranging introductory courses covering
theories and methods of the social and historical
sciences. Students meanwhile worked intensively on
their individual projects with their main supervisor.
The projects were discussed collectively at Winter
and Summer Schools to which suitably qualified
international experts were invited. The second year
was largely devoted to data collection, which usually
took the form of field research in the case of the

1 The three plenary lectures were brought together in a
booklet, of which a PDF version is available at:
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5990326/2021_Anarchie__
PlenaryLectures-web-version.pdf

CONFERENCE
7-9 JULY 2021

SOCIETY AND

MORALITY IN EURASIA: . -

FROM PREHISTORY
TO THE PRESENT DAY

Final Conference of the International Max Planck Research School for the
Anthropology, Archaeology and History of Eurasia (IMPRS ANARCHIE)

CONTACT: Sascha Roth

Final conference of the
IMPRS ANARCHIE.

social anthropologists, archival research in the case
of the historians, and work at excavation sites and/
or museum collections in the case of the archaeolo-
gists. The third year opened with an Autumn School
at which progress reports were presented. Thereafter
students prioritized the completion of their disserta-
tions and the dissemination of results to a range of
scientific audiences.

After a decade of fruitful cooperation, it is a pleasure
to acknowledge the collegial spirit shown by our
university partners who, in spite of the many com-
peting demands on their time, immersed themselves
in interdisciplinary cross-fertilization with the same
commitment and enthusiasm that characterized our
students.

By the end of 2022, 30 students had successfully
defended their dissertations. More are in the pipeline
and the final overall completion rate is expected to
exceed 80%.

In the broader landscape of the Max Planck Society,
ANARCHIE was a modest initiative. Our partners
were almost all local. Yet far from being provincial
and parochial, we remain as convinced now as we
were a decade ago when launching ANARCHIE that
our subject mix is full of promise, which should ulti-
mately bear fruit on a larger scale. Social anthropo-
logical theory has much to contribute to the study of
human origins and evolution (Barnard 2011). Empir-
ical data from contemporary projects on the demise
of socialist property relations or the expansion of
neoliberal markets are pertinent to topics such as
(in)equality in our species and the investigation of
long-term social dynamics and comparative psy-
chology. As ANARCHIE draws to a close, the poten-
tial for collaboration with other Max Planck institutes
and excellent universities in our region remains.”
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VISEGRAD ANTHROPOLOGISTS'
NETWORK (V4 NET)

In the final phase of this Network, mobility was hin-
dered by the pandemic. Postdocs continued to work
on papers and books, while doctoral students con-
tinued to work on their dissertations (most of which
were submitted at their home institutions and are not
recorded here). It was possible to organize several
meetings. By July 2021, the coronavirus had relented
sufficiently to allow members of V4 NET to gather

in large numbers and in style at Schloss Ringberg,
the Max Planck Society’s charming castle in Bavaria,
for a meeting titled “Vox Populi Visegradensis: The
Anthropology of East-Central Europe”. The 31 pres-
entations covered a wide range, reflecting how young
social anthropologists are investigating new techno-
logical developments (such as e-waste and the pro-
duction of bitcoin) as well as the challenges of the
populism-illiberalism nexus, while continuing to work
in established fields such as historical memory and
transformations of the peasantry. Highlights included
after-dinner presentations by two longstanding
associates of the department, Don Kalb and Deema
Kaneff. Thanks were due to Jochen Essl and his
team at Schloss Ringberg for their excellent support,
and to the Schloelfmann Foundation for subsidizing
the costs of this meeting.

Smaller in-person meetings took place in Warsaw in
September 2020 (convened by Agnieszka Halemba,
“Locating Religion and Nonreligion in Eastern/Central
Europe”) and in Pezinok, Slovakia, in April 2022 (post-
poned from March 2021, convened by Juraj Buzalka
and Margit Feischmidt, “Tradition and Solidarity in
the Visegrad Countries in the Pandemic Moment”).

It is important to disseminate anthropological
research of the kind that animated V4 NET to audi-
ences beyond anthropology. The special issue of
Europe-Asia Studies which the Director edited with
sociologist Gabor Scheiring was an example of how
this can be achieved (Hann and Scheiring 2027;
most contributors to the issue were members of the
Network). When life gradually returned to normal in
2022, the Director co-organized in-person panels to
debate core themes of this issue at meetings of the
British Association for Slavonic and East European
Studies (Cambridge, April 2022) and the Council for
European Studies (Lisbon, June-July 2022).

Beyond the concrete benefits it brought to depart-
ments and individuals across the region, V4 NET nur-
tured interdisciplinary agendas and illustrated the
value of engaging with Area Studies literatures. The
intellectual perspectives and ethnographic insights
of anthropologists can make vital contributions in
understanding the local and regional factors that
shape a broad range of phenomena, from new forms
of spirituality to “democratic backsliding”.




MAX PLANCK - CAMBRIDGE CENTRE
FOR ETHICS, ECONOMY AND SOCIAL
CHANGE (MAX-CAM)

This collaborative initiative was hard hit by the pan-
demic, especially the meetings and mobility schemes
originally envisaged. The Centre's lifespan was
extended until the end of 2022 to allow final activi-
ties in Cambridge to be successfully completed. For-
tunately, it was possible to publish the papers from
the Halle conference of December 2019 (see the pre-
vious MPI report for details) according to plan in the
Berghahn series Max Planck Studies in Anthropology
and Economy (Hann 2021).

MAX-CAM was based in the Department of Social
Anthropology at the University of Cambridge, where
its activities were managed by two directors (James
Laidlaw and Joel Robbins), a coordinator (Johannes
Lenhard), and a part-time secretary (Connie Tang).
Chris Hann was a regular participant in the Cam-
bridge meetings. Johannes Lenhard prepared a
report for the University of Cambridge in November
2022, excerpts from which follow below:

“The Max Planck — Cambridge Centre for Ethics,
Economy and Social Change (MAX-CAM) was estab-
lished at the end of 2017 and began operations early
in the following year. Funded in equal measure by
the Max Planck Society (including the MPI for Social
Anthropology in Halle and the MPI for the Study of
Religious and Ethnic Diversity in Gottingen) and the
University of Cambridge (including a grant from the
Isaac Newton Foundation), MAX-CAM was conceived
as a research centre to be housed and managed pri-
marily by the Department of Social Anthropology in
Cambridge. The impact of COVID did not prevent the
Centre from developing into a lively institution with a
wide range of impact across the three partners and
beyond.

The initial group of six postdocs (four in Cambridge,
one each in Halle and Géttingen) was soon expanded
with the appointments of affiliated researchers in all
three partner institutes, some of whom were sup-
ported by external funds. Following the first in-person
workshop in Halle in 2019 (discussed in the previous
MPI report), a virtual equivalent was organized in
Gottingen in 2021. The concluding meeting in Cam-
bridge in September 2022 was in-person and brought
all MAX-CAM members together with an international
and interdisciplinary group of guests to explore our
core terrain: “Ethics and Social Change: Economy,
Religion, and Moral Transformation”. We also organ-
ized a variety of (mostly in-person but also virtual
and hybrid) events and smaller workshops at various
locations within Cambridge. The postdocs met reg-
ularly (at least monthly) to discuss individual pro-
jects and also to monitor the Centre's core agenda,
namely to investigate new possibilities for linking the
domains of ethics, economy, and religion in anthro-
pological research.

Significant collective publications include the special
journal issue “Navigating Investment Universes:

The Ethics of Decision-Making on New Frontiers of
Capital”, which has been accepted by the Journal of
Cultural Economy (edited by Anna-Riikka Kaupinnen
and Johannes Lenhard, forthcoming 2023). The post-
docs published almost 50 individual peer-reviewed
journal articles and 3 monographs in this review
period. Papers appeared in a variety of journals from
top general anthropology journals (four in the Journal
of the Royal Anthropological Institute, but also in Cul-
tural Anthropology, Social Analysis, Cambridge Anthro-
pology, Social Anthropology, Ethnos) and specialist
journals (both for region and for field). We also pub-
lished outside the boundaries of anthropological jour-
nals, including journals in geography (Environment
and Planning D, Housing Studies), material culture,
psychology, medicine, and internet studies. Outreach
and popularization were also taken seriously: we
published more than 50 journalistic pieces and blog
posts across the most influential anthropological
media and beyond.

Over 70 papers were presented in academic confer-
ences and as invited speakers at other universities.
We organized panels — collectively and in sub-groups
- at numerous major anthropology conferences,
including the American Anthropological Association,
the Association of Social Anthropologists, and the
European Association of Social Anthropologists. We
also participated in many non-anthropology confer-
ences in fields such as management studies, home-
lessness, finance, political economy, and policy and
technology.

Over the lifetime of MAX-CAM, more than 30 meet-
ings were convened with invited speakers in Cam-
bridge. The events followed different formats,
ranging from book workshops (e.g., with Tim Rogan,
Felix Stein, and Anna Alexandrova) to internal work-
shops/seminars (e.g., with Nofit Itzhak and Devin
Singh) and larger public lectures open to all. Our
guests included distinguished scholars in economics
(e.g., Deirdre McCloskey, Diane Coyle) and soci-
ology (e.g., Donald MacKenzie, Eva Illouz) as well as
anthropology (e.g., Caitlin Zaloom, Kimberly Chong,
Daromir Rudnyckyj, Soumhya Venkatesan). We pub-
lished podcasts and/or recordings of 10 of these
events to make them more widely available.

During COVID lockdowns we were obliged at times
to switch to online-only events, but most were
in-person. These (and the refreshments that fol-
lowed) were greatly appreciated by colleagues in
Cambridge and contributed crucially to the cohesion
of the MAX-CAM community.”

max  cam
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REALISING EURASIA:
CIVILISATION AND MORAL
ECONOMY IN THE 21ST CENTURY
(REALEURASIA)

REALEURASIA was launched on 1 July 2014 and for-
mally completed in July 2020. Seven doctoral stu-
dents spent the academic year 2015-6 carrying out
field research in cities of modest size located across
Eurasia. Three post-doctoral researchers, the project
coordinator, and project leader also carried out field
research. Five dissertations had been submitted by
summer 2020 and a sixth followed one year later.
One project (involving fieldwork in China) was not
written up for personal reasons. The REALEURASIA
blog, an important outlet for the work of project
researchers and their partners, was refocused in
2020 to address various aspects of the pandemic.

Originally scheduled to conclude in 2019, REALEUR-
ASIA was extended into 2020 due to the intermission
of Sylvia Terpe. A full report was submitted to the
European Research Council in 2020. The grant-holder
(Chris Hann) and the coordinator of this project (Lale
Yalgin-Heckmann) later prepared a summary for the
departmental homepage, which included the fol-
lowing summary characterization:

“In this project Eurasia was understood in the clas-
sical sense of global historians as the super-conti-
nent which embraces the whole of Europe (including
the Mediterranean world) and the whole of Asia.
The project was primarily rooted in the theories and
methods of economic anthropology, but it also set
out to renew links to historical sociology and adja-
cent fields. It combined detailed ethnographic inves-
tigations of family businesses, in towns selected to
ensure structural comparability, with attention to the
embeddedness of economy in religion, polity, and
society as they have evolved together in the longue
durée of the Eurasian past.

The project was constructed so as to contribute

to various subfields of anthropology, while also
engaging with long-running debates about moder-
nity and global history. Our investigations of con-
temporary economic behaviour revealed common
dilemmas, which we construed as support for the
views of anthropologist Jack Goody and numerous
global historians who have approached “Christian
Europe” as an important macroregion of the Eura-
sian landmass, rather than as a distinct continent.
The recent rise of East Asia is a timely reminder that
the most powerful civilizations of this landmass
have common origins dating back to the Bronze
Age. Goody's perspective on three millennia of Eura-
sian history can be productively combined with Karl
Polanyi's analysis of the transformations of the last
three centuries. "

REALEURASIA exemplified how such macro-level
interpretations can be productively combined with

ethnographic research. Critical of over-simplified
usage of “moral economy”, Hann drew on his own
long-term research in Hungary to highlight the sali-
ence of human labour (work) for grasping the moral
dimension. Economic action is profoundly influ-
enced by evolved values, and the toolkit of Max
Weber remains useful in analysing these values. The
volume Moral Economy at Work (ed. Lale Yalgin-Heck-
mann 2022) illustrated how moral ideas embedded
in history and culture shape relations between
employers and employees, and how concepts of
class are complicated by differentiation according
to ties of kinship, neighbourhood, ethnicity, religion,
caste, etc.

FAREWELL HALLE

In summer 2022, with life slowly returning to normal,
the Director (by now retired) delivered in-person
plenary lectures to interdisciplinary audiences at con-
ferences and workshops in Fribourg, Vilnius, Buda-
pest, and Prague. In November 2022 he crossed the
Atlantic and the United States of America to Seattle,
where he delivered the William A. Douglass Distin-
guished Lecture to the Society for the Anthropology
of Europe (as part of the meetings of the American
Anthropological Association).

In June 2022, the Director returned briefly to bid
farewell to the institute and city that were his base
and home for almost a quarter of a century. A Fest-
schrift featuring close Weggefahrten over many
decades had taken him by surprise a year earlier (ed.
Kaneff and Endres 2021). Now he was honoured by
a second, comprising chapters by former doctoral
students (ed. Buzalka and Pasieka 2022). Although
numbers still had to be limited due to the pandemic,
about 60 colleagues and alumni gathered for an
exciting symposium under the motto “Holistic Dis-
cipline”. The preceding afternoon featured the pres-
entation of new books and the retiring director’s val-
edictory lecture, in which he reflected on the pitfalls
and exaggerations of contemporary decolonization
rhetoric in the light of his own biography. The pres-
entations, lecture, and symposium together made for
a last memorable whiff of collective effervescence.
The Director thanked everyone who had taken the
trouble to travel to Halle for the occasion, and also
members of the Institute (in particular the Depart-
ment's senior members and administrative staff) for
their long-term collegiality and support. The social
highlight of these balmy summer days was an after-
noon cruise for all guests and institute staff on the
incomparable Saale.

The Department’'s accomplishments in the last
two decades have illuminated many aspects of the
contemporary world, especially in countries with

a socialist past. Do they help in grasping the state
of the world in 20237 Neither the repression of the
Uyghurs in China nor the invasion of Ukraine by the



Russian Federation has led the Director to abandon
his vision of unity-in-diversity across the Eurasian
landmass (“from Lisbon to Vladivostok”). On the con-
trary, he continues to critique resurgent Atlanticist
hypocrisies and to view the recovery of long-term
Eurasian legacies as a precondition for ending vio-
lence, promoting more equal forms of human society,
and protecting the planetary environment. The “oth-
erness” of Cold War socialism has long been dis-
mantled. But in applying paradigms developed else-
where to Eurasia, most of which has been relatively
neglected by social anthropologists, it is important
not to forget the distinctive patterns of this land-
mass. We need to make global comparisons but they
must be historically informed through area studies
contextualization.

A directorship in Halle is the most satisfying posi-
tion a research-oriented social anthropologist can
wish for. The wrench of leaving an academic para-
dise was mitigated for this retiree in several ways,
both personal and institutional. First, Corpus Christi
College smoothed the process of relocation back to
Cambridge by re-electing him to a Fellowship (a posi-
tion he had held previously between 1980 and 1992).
Second, the Max Planck Society wasted no time in
reaffirming its commitment to the future of social
anthropology in Halle. Two new Directors took up
their posts in 2020. As Ursula Rao and Biao Xiang
consolidate their programmes and reconstruct a
dynamic institute fit for the post-COVID era, and with
comparable processes of renewal taking place at the
Martin Luther University, it is reassuring to know that
Halle will remain at the forefront of anthropological
research globally.

Dean Francois Bertemes
welcomes the audience
to the Valedictory
Lecture of Chris Hann
(23rd June 2022).
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The organigram below shows the structure of the
department. Five Research Group Leaders (including
Honorary Professors appointed by the Martin Luther
University and Minerva Professors appointed by

the Max Planck Society) supported Chris Hann for
varying periods of time in a variety of ways, including
the supervision of doctoral students (also in the
framework of ANARCHIE).

The table on the following page provides a compre-
hensive listing of the Department’s collective pro-
jects. Except where indicated, responsibility lay with
the Director. The numbers in parentheses refer to
associated projects (mostly comprising scholars
whose research costs the Institute helped fund, but
who were not formally recruited and remunerated as
core members of a research group; the associated
projects of members of the Visegrad Anthropolo-
gists’ Network were doctoral theses registered at the
students’ home institutions).

Between 1999 and 2021, almost one hundred “senior”
researchers worked in the Department. The number
of doctoral students appears to be higher, but this is
misleading. Two-thirds of the students admitted to
the IMPRS ANARCHIE were archaeologists and his-
torians who did not take part in the regular anthro-
pology seminars. Hann's Advanced Grant from the
European Research Council also had a bias toward
doctoral students. Overall, postdoctoral projects have
received a significantly larger share of the regular
departmental budget.

For further explication of this table together with dis-
cussion of doctorate completion rates and the des-
tinations of our alumni, see Twenty Years of Eurasia
(compiled by Chris Hann with the assistance of Anke
Meyer, published in Vol. Il of the MPI report to the
Advisory Board for the years 2017-2019).

Chris Hann
Director

Lale Yalgin-Heckmann

Head of Research Group

Dittmar Schorkowitz
Head of Research Group

Christoph Brumann
Head of Research Group

Kirsten W. Endres
Head of Research Group

Mikotaj Szottysek
Head of Research Group

(Senior) Research Fellows
(Postgraduates)

Doctoral Students



GROUP/SCHOOL/NETWORK (SENIOR) RESEARCH FELLOWS DOCTORAL STUDENTS
Property Relations (2000-2005) 13(+2) 4(+1)
Religion and Civil Society (2003-2006) 4(+3) 5(+2)
Religion and Morality (2006-2009) 8(+2) 4
Kinship & Social Support in China and Vietnam (2006-2016) 9(+2) 5(+1)
Caucasian Boundaries and Citizenship from Below (MINERVA) 1) 2(+7)
Lale Yalgin-Heckmann (2004-2009)

Political, Economic and Social Inclusion and Exclusion in

Poland and Bulgaria (Volkswagen Foundation project of 2 2
Deema Kaneff and Frances Pine, 2003-2006)

The Catholic Church and Religious Pluralism in Lithuania and

Poland (Volkswagen Foundation project of Ingo Schroeder and 2 2
Kinga Sekerdej, 2007-2010)

The Global Political Economy of Cultural Heritage 0 5
Christoph Brumann (2011-2016)

Traders, Markets, and the State in Vietnam (MINERVA) 1) )
Kirsten W. Endres (2011-2016)

Historical Anthropology 2(+2) )
Dittmar Schorkowitz and Mikotaj Szoftysek (2009-2017)

Economy and Ritual 6 0
(with Stephen Gudeman, 2009-2012)

Industry and Inequality in Eurasia 6(+2) 0
(with Catherine Alexander and Jonathan Parry, 2012-2015)

International Max Planck Research School for the

Anthropology, Archaeology and History of Eurasia 0 45
(ANARCHIE) (2012-2021)

Realising Eurasia: Civilisation and Moral Economy in the 21st 47) 8
Century (ERC Advanced Grant, 2014-2020)

Financialization 6 0
(with Don Kalb, 2015-20179)

Buddhist Temple Economies in Urban Asia 9 )
Christoph Brumann (2014-2018)

Electric Statemaking in the Greater Mekong Subregion 1 5
Kirsten W. Endres (2017-)

Max Planck — Cambridge Centre for Ethics, Economy and 2(+5) 0
Social Change (MAX-CAM) (2017-2022)

Visegrad Anthropologists’ Network (2017-2022) 7 2 (+14)
TOTAL: 76 (+20) 89 (+19)

All departmental projects, 1999-2022

REPORT 2020-2022 | MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY 181



SECTION 2
DEPARTMENT
‘RESILIENCE AND
TRANSFORMATION
IN EURASIA’

APPENDIX II: POSTER GALLERY

Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology

| CHRIS HANN

www.eth.mpg.de

A Journeyman‘s Way in Economic Anthropology

APPRENTICESHIP IN HUNGARY 575928 |

In his Oxford undergraduate studies of economics and politics, Hann

chose to specialize in “communist countries”. After moving to Cam-

bridge to study social anthropology for his doctoral research, he was
encouraged by Jack Goody to investigate “market socialism” through
fieldwork in Hungary. Although he has also worked from time to
time on other topics, economic anthropology (especially the study of
property and markets) has remained central to his work ever since
the publication of his first monograph.

jointly with Ildiké Bellér-Hann.

CONSOLIDATING THE CRAFT, COMPARATIVELY

Before defending his PhD in Cambridge in 1979, Hann had already started
a postdoc project in Poland. The aim was to compare rural social organiza-
tion in a socialist state that had failed to push through collectivization with
what he had found earlier in Hungary. As a Research Fellow at Corpus Christi
College, he then launched a project to investigate how subsistence-oriented
smallholders had adapted to a lucrative cash crop (tea) in a remote region
of capitalist Turkey. Later work in the east Black Sea region was carried out

W,

Turkish Region

Contact:
Chris Hann (hann@eth.mpg.de)

MIGRATIONS

Needing to escape from Oxbridge, Hann spent most of the 1990s at
the University of Kent (Canterbury). In 1999 he became a hireling in
Halle. His first Focus Group at the new Max Planck Institute for Social
Anthropology was rooted in work he had initiated in Canterbury on
“property relations”. The primary context for the empirical research
was postsocialist Eurasia, many facets of which were explored at an
early conference held at Halle’s frankesche Stiftungen (right). A more

POSTSOCIALISM

Economic
Anthropol

rket and
Society

ROUTINIZATION

In an eclectic sequence of postdoctoral research
groups since 2009, Hann has shared responsibilities
with Stephen Gudeman, Catherine Alexander, Jona-
than Parry and Don Kalb. For theoretical inspiration
in his own research, he has continued to look in the
first instance to Polanyi, whose concepts he applies in
investigations of both rural Hungary (left) and Xinjiang,
China (together with Ildiké Bellér-Hann, right).

expansive concept of Eurasia became the departmental brand.

COMMEMORATING AN ANCESTOR

Not every conference leads to a satisfying publication but the
meeting that Hann organized in Halle in 2006 with his for-
mer Cambridge colleague Keith Hart resulted in two. The aim
was to assess the renewed pertinence of Karl Polanyi, revered
founder of the guild of economic anthropologists, in the era
of neoliberalism. In addition to the volume of proceedings,
the position paper prepared by the conference conveners
morphed into a widely translated introductory volume.
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Halle Studies in the Anthropology of Eurasia (2003-2023)

Editors: Chris Hann, Burkhard Schnepel (2003-2023); Christoph Brumann, Kirsten W. Endres, Thomas Hauschild,
Richard Rottenburg, Dittmar Schorkowitz, Shingo Shimada, Lale Yalcin-Heckmann (for varying durations)

“....anthropology needs a broader vision. It needs to shake off its strong association
with the primitive and the exotic and become genuinely global in its comparisons.
From this perspective, more sustained attention to Eurasia and a renewed focus on its
underlying unity might launch the transformation of our parochial scholarly traditions
into a mature cosmopolitan science.”

— Chris Hann, in his Preface to this series

Vol 1 | Hann, Chris, and the “Property Relations” Group, 2003:

The Postsocialist Agrarian Question. Property Relations
and the Rural Condition

Vol 2 Grandits, Hannes, and Patrick Heady (eds.), 2004: Distinct Inheritances.
Property, Family and Community in a Changing Europe.

Vol 3 Torsello, David, 2004: Trust, Property and Social Change in a Southern
Slovakian Village.

Vol 4 Pine, Frances, Deema Kaneff, and Haldis Haukanes (eds.), 2004:
Memory, Politics and Religion. The Past Meets the Present in Europe.

Vol 5 Habeck, Joachim Otto, 2005: What it Means to be a Herdsman. The Practice
and Image of Reindeer Husbandry among the Komi of Northern Russia.

Vol 6 Stammler, Florian, 2009: Reindeer Nomads Meet the Market. Culture,
Property and Globalisation at the ‘End of the Land’. (2 editions)

Vol 7 Ventsel, Aimar, 2006: Reindeer, Rodina and Reciprocity. Kinship and Property
Relations in a Siberian Village.

Vol 8 Hann, Chris, Mihdly Sarkany, and Peter Skalnik (eds.), 2005: Studying Peoples
in the People’s Democracies. Socialist Era Anthropology in East-Central Europe.

Vol 9 Leutloff-Grandits, Caroline, 2006: Claiming Ownership in Postwar Croatia.
The Dynamics of Property Relations and Ethnic Conflict in the Knin Region.

Vol 10 Hann, Chris, 2006: “Not the Horse We Wanted!” Postsocialism,
Neoliberalism, and Eurasia.

Vol 11 | Hann, Chris, and the “Civil Religion” Group, 2006:
The Postsocialist Religious Question. Faith and Power
in Central Asia and East-Central Europe

Vol 12 Heintz, Monica, 2006: “Be European, Recycle Yourself!” The Changing Work
Ethic in Romania.

Vol 13 Grant, Bruce, and Lale Yalgin-Heckmann (eds.), 2007: Caucasus Paradigms.
Anthropologies, Histories and the Making of a World Area

Vol 14 Buzalka, Juraj, 2007: Nation and Religion. The Politics of Commemoration in
South-East Poland.

Vol 15 Naumescu , Vlad, 2007: Modes of Religiosity in Eastern Christianity.
Religious Processes and Social Change in Ukraine.

Vol 16 Mahieu, Stéphanie, and Vlad Naumescu (eds.), 2008: Churches In-between.
Greek Catholic Churches in Postsocialist Europe.

Vol 17 Mihailescu, Vintila, llia lliev, and Slobodan Naumovi¢ (eds.), 2008:
Studying Peoples in the People’s Democracies 1. Socialist Era Anthropology
in South-East Europe.

Vol 18 Kehl-Bodrogj, Krisztina, 2008: “Religion is not so strong here”. Muslim
Religious Life in Khorezm after Socialism.

Vol 19 Light, Nathan, 2008: Intimate Heritage. Creating Uyghur Mugam Song in Xinjiang.

Vol 20 Schroder, Ingo W., and Asta Vonderau (eds.), 2008: Changing Economies and
Changing Identities in Postsocialist Eastern Europe.

Vol 21 Laszl6, Foszt, 2009: Ritual Revitalisation after Socialism: Community,
Personhood, and Conversion among Roma in a Transylvanian Village.

Vol 22 | Hilgers, Irene, 2009: Why Do Uzbeks have to be Muslims?
Exploring religiosity in the Ferghana Valley.

Vol 23 Trevisani, Tommaso, 2010: Land and Power in Khorezm. Farmers,
Communities, and the State in Uzbekistan’s Decollectivisation.

Contact:

Series Manager: Berit Eckert (eckert@eth.mpg.de)

LIT VERLAG hitps/www.lit-verlag de/publikationen/reihen/

halle-studies-in-the-anthropology-of-eurasia/

Vol 24

Vol 25

Vol 26

Vol 27

Vol 28

Vol 30

Vol 31

Vol 32

Vol 33

Vol 34
Vol 35

Vol 36

Vol 37

Vol 38

Vol 39

Vol 40
Vol 41

Vol 43

Vol 44

Vol 45

Vol 46

Vol 47

Vol 48

Vol 49

Yalgin-Heckmann, Lale, 2010: The Return of Private Property. Rural Life after
the Agrarian Reform in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Miihlfried, Florian, and Sergey Sokolovskiy (eds.), 2011. Exploring the Edge

of Empire. Soviet Era Anthropology in the Caucasus and Central Asia.

Cash, Jennifer R., 2011: Villages on Stage. Folklore and Nationalism in the
Republic of Moldova.

Kollner, Tobias, 2012: Practising Without Belonging? Entrepreneurship,
Morality, and Religion in Contemporary Russia.

Bethmann, Carla, 2013: “Clean, Friendly, Profitable?” Tourism and the Tourism
Industry in Varna, Bulgaria.

Vol 29 | Boskovi¢, Aleksandar, and Chris Hann (eds.), 2013:
The Anthropological Field on the Margins of Europe, 1945-1991

Holzlehner, Tobias, 2014: Shadow Networks. Border Economies, Informal
Markets and Organised Crime in the Russian Far East.

Bellér-Hann, Ildiko, 2015: Negotiating Identities. Work, Religion, Gender,
and the Mobilisation of Tradition among the Uyghur in the 1990s.
Oelschlaegel, Anett C., 2016: Plural World Interpretations. The case of the
South-Siberian Tyvans.

Obendiek, Helena, 2016: “Changing Fate”. Education, poverty and family
support in contemporary Chinese society.

Sha, Heila, 2017: Care and Ageing in North-West China.

Tocheva, Detelina, 2017: Intimate Divisions. Street-Level Orthodoxy in
Post-Soviet Russia.

Sérkozi, Ildiko Gyongyvér, 2018: From the Mists of Martyrdom. Sibe Ancestors
and Heroes on the Altar of Chinese Nation-Building.

Cheung Ah Li, Leah, 2019: Where the Past meets the Future. The Politics of
Heritage in Xi'an.

Wang, Ruijing, 2019: Kinship, Cosmology and Support. Toward a Holistic
Approach of Childcare in the Akha Community of South-Western China.
Coskun, Mustafa, 2020: Improvising the Voice of the Ancestors. Heritage and
Identity in Central Asia.

Roth, Sascha, 2020: Politics of Representation. Housing, Family, and State in Baku.
Pranaityté, Lina, 2020: The Coffin in the Attic. Gifts, Debts and the Catholic
Church in Rural Lithuania.

Vol 42 | Bellér-Hann, 1ldik6, and Chris Hann, 2020:
The Great Dispossession. Uyghurs between Civilizations.

Hornig, Laura, 2020: On Money and Metta. Economy and Morality in Urban
Buddhist Myanmar.

Berta, Anne-Erita, 2021: Small is Good. Business and Morality among Danish
Shopkeepers.

Tereshina, Daria, 2021: Managing Firms and Families. Work and Values in a
Russian City.

Deniz, Ceren, 2021: The Formation of Provincial Capital. Value Regimes and
the Politics of Labour in Anatolia.

Chaki, Sudeshna, 2021: Tenacious Ties. The Social Dynamics of Small-scale
Enterprises in India.

Tran, Hoai, 2021: Doing Gong Culture. Heritage Politics and Performances in
the Central Highlands of Vietnam.

Vaté, Virginie, and Joachim Otto Habeck (eds.), 2022: Anthropology of Siberia
in the Making. Openings and Closures from the 1840s to the Present.

Vol 50 | Hann, Chris, and Han Vermeulen (eds.), 2023:
Jack Goody: Between Social Anthropology and World History.
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Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology et mpgde

Max Planck Studies in Anthropology and Economy

Series Editors: Stephen Gudeman and Chris Hann

Definitions of economy and socie-
ty, and their proper relationship to

Volumes Published 2015-2022

each other, have been the perenni- Vol 1 Economy and Ritual: Studies of Postsocialist Transformations
al concerns of social philosophers. (edited by Stephen Gudeman & Chris Hann, 2015)
In the early decades of the twen- Vol 2 Oikos and Market: Explorations in Self-Sufficiency after Socialism
ty-first century these became and (edited by Stephen Gudeman & Chris Hann, 2015)
remain matters of urgent political Vol 3 When Things Become Property: Land Reform, Authority, and Value in Postsocialist Europe and Asia

debate. At the forefront of this series are

the approaches to these connections by anthropolo- Vol 4
gists, whose explorations of the local ideas and insti-

tutions underpinning social and economic
relations illuminate large fields ignored

in other disciplines.

The primary goal of the series is
to disseminate the results of col-
lective projects at the Max Planck
Institute. Works by external schol-
ars on related themes are also eligi-

ble for consideration.

ECONOMY fume !

T Economy and
!

& RITUAL Ritual

According  to
accepted wisdom,
rational practices
and ritual action
are opposed. Rit-
uals drain wealth
from capital investment and draw on a
mode of thought different from prac-
tical ideas. The studies in this volume
contest this view. Comparative, his-
torical, and contemporary, the six eth-
hies extend from It

Vol 5
Vol 6
Vol 7
Vol 8
Vol 9
Vol 10

Volume 2

Oikos and

Market

Self-sufficiency of

the house is prac-
ticed in many parts
of the world but
ignored in eco-
nomic theory, just
as socialist collectivization is assumed
to have brought household self-suffi-
ciency to an end. The ideals of self-suf-
ficiency, however, continue to shape
economic activity in a wide range of

to Kyrgy Each one il

postsocialist settings. This volume’s
six ¢ ive studies of postsocial-

the economic and ritual changes in an
area as it emerged from socialism and
(re-Jentered market society. Cutting
against the idea that economy only
means markets and that market action
exhausts the meaning of economy, the
studies show that much of what s crit-
ical for a people’s economic life takes
place outside markets and hinges on
ritual, understood as the negation of
the everyday world of economising.

— \olume 6
FINANCIALIZATION

Financialization

Beginning with an
original historical
vision of financial-
ization in human
history, this vol-
ume then contin-
ues with a rich set
of contemporary ethnographic case
studies from Europe, Asia and Afri-
ca. Authors explore the ways in which
finance inserts itself into i i

ist villages in Eastern Europe and Asia
illuminate the enduring importance of
the house economy, which is based
not on the market but on the order
of the house. These formations show:
that economies depend not only on
the macro institutions of markets and
states but also on the micro institu-
tions of families, communities, and
house economies, often in an uneasy
relationship.

E—m Volume 7
it Work, Society,
and the Ethical
Self
Primarily on the
basis of ethno-
graphic case-stud-
ies from around
the world, this vol-
ume links investigations of work to
questions of personal and professional
identity and social relations. In the era

of class and kinship, how it adapts to
non-Western religious traditions, and
how it reconfigures legal and ecolog-
ical dimensions of social organization,
and urban social relations in general.
Central themes include the indebt-
edness of individuals and households,
the impact of digital technologies, the
struggle for housing, financial educa-
tion, and political contestation.

Contact:
Chris Hann (hann@eth.mpg.de)

Stephen Gudeman (gudeman@umn.edu)

of digj liberalism, particular
attention is paid to notions of freedom,
both collective (in social relations) and
individual (in subjective experiences).
These cannot be investigated separate-
ly. Rather than juxtapose economy
with ethics (or the profitable with the
good), the authors uncover complex
entanglements between the drudgery
experienced by most people in the
course of making a living and ideals
of emancipated personhood.

https://wws gl «

(Thomas Sikor, Stefan Dorondel, Johannes Stahl and Phuc Xuan To, 2017)

Industrial Labor on the Margins of Capitalism: Precarity, Class, and the Neoliberal Subject
(edited by Chris Hann & Jonathan Parry, 2018)
Market Frictions: Trade and Urbanization at the Vietnam-China Border (Kirsten Endres, 2019)
Financialization: Relational Approaches (edited by Chris Hann & Don Kalb, 2020)

Work, Society, and the Ethical Self: Chimeras of Freedom in the Neoliberal Era

(edited by Chris Hann, 2021)

Moral Economy at Work: Ethnographic Investigations in Eurasia
(edited by Lale Yalgin-Heckmann, 2021)

Wine Is Our Bread: Labour and Value in Moldovan Winemaking (Daniela Ana, 2022)
Thrift and Its Paradoxes: From Domestic to Political Economy
(edited by Catherine Alexander & Daniel Sosna, 2022)

WIFEN THING Noliners

Vi NGS 5

wicous propekry. When Things
: : Become Property
-« Governments have

conferred owner-
ship titles to many
citizens through-
out the world in an
effort to turn things
into property. Almost all elements of
nature have become the target of
property laws, from the classic pre-
occupation with land to more ephem-
eral material, such as air and genetic
resources. When Things Become Prop-
erty interrogates the mixed outcomes
of conferring ownership by examining
postsocialist land and forest reforms in
Albania, Romania and Vietnam, and
finds that property reforms are no
longer, if they ever were, miracle tools
available to governments for refash-
foning economies, politics or environ-
ments.

. Volume 8
WORMICAOMT Moral Economy
at Work
The idea of a mor-
al economy has
been explored and
assessed in numer-
ous disciplines. The
anthropological
studies in this volume provide a new
perspective to this idea by showing
how the relations of workers, employ-
ees and employers, and of firms, fam-
ilies and households are interwoven
with local notions of moralities. From
concepts of individual autonomy, kin-
ship obligations, to ways of express-
ing mutuality or creativity, moral val-
ues exert an unrealized influence, and
these often produce more consent
than resistance or outrage.

- Z?e,cgham

w===  Volume 4
WA Industrial Labor

OF CAITALISM on the Margins of

Capitalism

Bringing together

ethnographic case

studies of industrial

labor from different

parts of the world,

Industrial Labor on the Margins of Cap-

italism explores the increasing casual-

ization of workforces and the weak-

ening power of organized labor. This

division owes much to state policies

and s reflected in local

. S Volume 5
MARKET  Market Frictions
FRICTIONS  gased on ethno-
§ ‘s + graphic research
conducted over
several years, Mar-
ket Frictions exam-
ines the tensions
and frictions that
emerge from the interaction of glob-
al market forces, urban planning pol-
icies, and small-scale trading activities
in the Vietnamese border city of Lao
Cai. Here, it is revealed how small-
scale trad d market vend

ings of class. By exploring this relation-
ship, these essays question the claim
that neoliberal ideology has become
the new ‘commonsense” of our times

P
rience the marketplace, reflect upon
their trading activities, and negotiate
current state policies and regulations.
It shows how “traditional” Vietnamese

have i been

and suggest various proposil bout

the conditions that create employment
regimes based on flexible labor.

Volume 9
Wine Is Our
Bread

— Based on ethno-

graphic work in a

Moldovan wine-
making  village,
Wine Is Our Bread

shows how work-
ersin a prestigious winery have expe-
rienced the country’s recent entry into
the globalized wine market and how
their productive activities at home and
in the winery contribute to the value
of commercial terroir wines. Drawing
on theories of globalization, econom-
ic anthropology and political economy,
the book contrif to und 1

reshaped and adapted to meet the
changing political-economic circum-
stances and civilizational ideals of the
time.

— == Volume 10

PETAIIUSTE Thrift and Its

Paradoxes

Thrift is a central
concern for most
people, especially
in turbulent eco-
nomic times. It is
both an econom-
ic and an ethical logic of frugal living,
saving and avoiding waste for long-
term kin care. These logics echo the
ancient ideal of household self-suffi-
ciency, contrasting with capitalism’s
wasteful present-focused growth. But
thrift now exceeds domestic matters

straying across scales to justify pub-

ing how crises and inequalities in cap-
italism lead to the ‘creative destruc-
tion’ of local products, their accelerat-
ed standardization and the increased
exploitation of labour.

lic expenditure cuts. Through a wide
range of ethnographic contexts this
book explores how practices and
moralities of thrift are intertwined with
austerity, debt, welfare, and patron-
age across various social and tempo-
ral scales and are constantly re-nego-
tiated at the nexus of socio-economic,
religious, and kinship ideals and praxis.
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