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I nterweaving spher es. Networ king, strategy creation and social change
in a new Japanese village®.

Davide Torsdlo
I ntroduction

The am of this pgper is to condder the process of credtion of socid networks and
economic drategies in a postwar agricultural  settlement in - northesstern Jagpan. The
formation of a socid redity is a multi-dimensond process which involves different
gpheres of interaction. In the firg pat of the paper, the dominant charecterigtics of the
village's social world will be highlighted by examining the household, the basc unit of
production, consumption and socid reproduction (Hart 1992). The socid and economic
reaions linking households will ddineste the second spatid domain, the village
Findly, the locd and trandocd sphere will conditute the link  between the community
and the wider context of action. The devdopment and consolidation of networks and
ties with the locd society, the ideologies underpinning these processes and their
higtorica unfolding will make up the second part of the paper.

The methodology used to this end will condg in framing the daa pertaining to
the economic course of the village and its socid gteps in terms of a spatid and tempora
perspective which oscillates around the notion of “sodid capitd”. This notion is to be
understood here as the “incommensureble assets’ of a socid organization (such as ties,
networks, obligetions, etc); socid capitd will provide an andyticad tool for meatching
the two basic categories of “economic action” and “socid behaviour” (Granovetter
1985; Sdigman 1997). The find am of this paper will be to atempt to condruct a
modd of socid change in which the mos reevat feaures of the village under
condderation will be analysed through a multi-perspective gpproach.

The creation of a society from the pure efforts of the newcomers and without the
“condraints’ the traditiond Jgpanese family system imposes on its members is a
process open to cbsarvatiion from different angles. One gdating point could be the
examination of how inditutiona policies and the changes in the country’s economic and
socid conditions affected the way people made their choices and conceived of their
drategies within the village. Another manner of looking a the community’s socid steps
would be through emphasis on the role of the household, as the basic operdive nucleus
of the village, the inner rdaions among its members and the outer context of

! The fieddwork research on which this paper is based was conducted in the period 1996-1998 in
northwestern Honshi, Japan during my MA course in Cultura Anthropology a Hirosaki University,

Faculty of Humanitiess Davide Torsdlo, Max-Planck Inditte for Socid  Anthropology,
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interaction. Moreover, to adopt a third angle, the digtinctive features of a society can be
adso extrgpolated from its participation in the locd aena as wel as the direct and
indirect channes through which the village edtablishes contacts with the externd and
trandocd sphere. This brief paper is an atempg a amadgamaing these views by
focussng on the mogt didinctive of Mikazuki’'s socid features and on therr higtorica
mutation.

The cae aubjet of my fiddwork, Mikazuki, is a postwar agriculturd
sttlement? founded on the May 5, 1946 in the Tsugaru region, the north-western most

part of Hondt, Japan's main idand. The initid settler population condsted of forty-five

families, but this number soon decressed to thirty-two households, a population that
remaned unchanged until the 1960s’. Today the village is composed of sixteen
households, nine of which are engaged in farming activities and the others performing
seasond migrant labour mainly on building Stesin central and southern Jgpan.

The higory of the village can be framed in three digtinct economic phases. The
firg, the subsistence phase, refers to the initid decade in the village's history (1946-56)
and is drongly characterized by the sdtlers efforts to make a livdihood on a “deep
piece of land’” as wdl as to survive generd hardships and shortages. Agriculture in this
phase was & an ealy dage of deveopment, and crops for the villagers own
consumption (potetoes, beans, cereds and some greens) condituted the man items of
production; the scarcity of technicd means -- machinery, fetilizers, pedticides and even
tools- accounted for the marked subsistence character of the village's economic system.
The second stage, the technical phase (gpproximatdy 1956-70) pertains to the period in
which the village's growth in both economic and socid terms is a noticegble one. Under

2 In late 1945 the occupied government of Japan issued the initid draft of a new Land Reform which
contained, among other messures, tte Emeagency Land Redamdion Plan (Kinky: Kaitaku Kekaku), a
far-reeching project of resettlement of the repatriated occupiers of the former Asian colonies. The Policy
amed a digributing 1,550,000 hectares of land in the first round to repatriates (hkiagesha) mainly from
Manchuria, North Korea, Sakhain and the Philippines, and then to the second and third-born sons in the
locd agriculturd didricts, traditiondly excluded from land trangmisson. In the Tsugaru region done, the
1946 Plan created 103 new villages, of which 63 il exist today, dthough only one third of these have
maintained their independent village aus, the others having been integrated into the locd town or
village boundaries. The Policy was conceved as a possble avenue for boosting the Japanese economy
after the war disssters, and its broad scope reflects the extent of the new government’s efforts to re-
establish viable agriculturd production as well as to solve some of the urgent socid problems the end of
fascism had brought about. The reintegration of the thousands of repatriated families, unemployment and
the low standards of living condition in rurd aress were among the most critical of these dilemmas, and a
‘return to the land’ was seen as the most feasible way to accelerate the process of recovery.

3 Among the thirty-two households which congtituted Mikazuki’s population for at least haf of its
history, twenty-three (71.8%) were repatriates from Manchuria, North Korea and Sakhdin, two (6.2%)
stled from the mother village and seven (21.8%) came into the village at later stages, mainly from
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the influence of the dae agriculturd policy , Mikazuki’'s farmers begen diversfying
thelr cultivation through the introduction of contract crops and short-term engagements
with locd food processng companies. Laer and in line with the generd trends of the
region, the decisve shift to gople faming as the main source of agriculturd income
towards the firg haf of the 1970s maks the trangtion to the third dage, the
monocultural phase.

A stlement, given its basc characterigic of being a socid entity crested
“atificidly”, possesses cetan feaures which didtinguish its socid, economic and
culturd exigence from that of “traditiond villages'. It is a paticular socid cregture
because of the dosence of a rurd tradition and of the socid and economic relations of
production which such “tradition” entalls. But it is adso the coexisence of people
bringing with them different persond experiences and life hidories, as wel as the
convergence of diverse economic interests, that can give the settlement its own socid
features. In order to be able to anadyse these features and the economic process that
accompanied ther shgping, | find it necessary to highlight the basic conditions under
which the settlements were founded.

The traditiond dructure of rurd communities in Northeastern Japan rests
Llidy on two crucd dements kinship and village organizations Although not
coincident, the two socid spheres are dosdy intertwined making the compactness of
Tohoku rurd villages one of its mogt visble agpects (Norbeck 1965; Bailey 1991). The
region of Tsugaru is no exception; rurd communities centre on the dtable postion of a

number of lineages (dozoku-dan), actud depodtaries of authority a both village and

locd levels (Fukutekel972). Because village dructure dosdy reflects the inner
formation of kin groups it is possble to underdand the dynamics and the practices
determining the process of decison meking through condderation of some of the
dominant characteristics of the kinship sysem. Tsugaru rurd families are traditionaly
hierarchicd compostions pivoting on the figure of the housshold heed (kacho), and
following a patrilinear pattern for the transmisson of lad and of headship. As in al the
country, land inheritance is a prerogative of the firs-born sons or of the “adoptive
child” (muko ysshi) as the eldest daughter's groom is defined. The authority of the main
family (honke) is rardy quedioned and crucid meatters such as those related to land

management, marriage and the cregtion of branch families punke lies drictly within its
province (Ariga1971).

within the Tsugaru region. As regards the origin of the repatriates, at leest twelve households had kinship
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The introduction of apple faming® and its diffuson in Tsugaru rurd villages
maked a decisve sep forward in the economic progress of the region. Agriculturd
diverdfication had been a difficult option for Tsugau famers because of the
unfavoureble  dimatic conditions and of the comparaive lack of responsveness to
novel ideas (Hasegawa 1974). In gite of the ongoing changes that the trandtion to fruit
faming entalled — the contraction of the farming population, the development of part-
time farming and the tendency of farmers to be ever older however, the solid Sructure
of the Tsugaru kinship system did not show gpprecidble sgns of decling a least until
the 1970s Within this panorama, the planned foundation of a conspicuous number of
settlements was certainly not an easy task. The broad scope of the Reclamation Policy®
soon reveded its limits, especidly with regard to the socid (and to a lesser extent
economic) integration of the new hamlets. It quickly became evident that only two paths
were accessible to the sattlements that of full integration with the mother village, or the
atanment of an independent socd and economic podtion. Mikazuki  sought and
pursued this second option, in the manner that will be discussed below.

The household as social locus

The household, the mos basc socid and economic unit in the village, conditues the
locus in which knowledge of the locd environment, dtrategies and choices are generated
and find shape. In this paragraph two principa aspects of the household will be given
condderdtion: the mariage sphere and the rdationship between household members
and farm land.

tiesin the Tsugaru region, while the remaining eleven did not.

* Apple faming was introduced in the Tohoku regions in the early Meiji period (1868-1911). As part of
the wave of innovation which swept the country as a result of its opening of its harbours to foreign trade,
agronomists and biologists were invited to Jgpan from ‘western countries. The outcome was that research
and expeimentation centres (nogyo shikentjo) were founded in different locations in the north, and
Sapporo was chosen as the host city of Hokkaido Universty, the northern academic centre which
developed after the foundation of its Agricultura Ingtitute.

As for the data concerning the sporead of gople farming in Aomori, some clear indicaions can be
provided as follows in 1894 only 690ha of land were being used to cultivate goples in the whole
prefecture. The number legpt to 7,941ha in 1920, and continued growing until the end of the Second
World War (19,36%ha in 1945). After a brief hadt in 1950 (19,045ha), the figures show a tendency to
increase Seadily with the pesk being reached in 1975 (24,646ha). Today, apple fidds cover 22,900ha  of
land overdl (1995). Daa from: Aomori-ken Norin-suisan toke nenpo (Yearly Statistics of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries in Aomori Prefecture) 1955-1998. Aomori: Aomori-ken Norinqissn Sho (Aomori
Prefecture Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries).

® The number of planned settlements in the sole Aomori prefecture was 269 units (4,977 households)
coveing a totd land surface of 24,453 hectares. The cultivéble and inhabited land shrank to 11,853ha
towards the end of the Policy (1970), whereas, interestingly, the number of settled hamlets increased to
302 (4047 households). The falure of a sgnificant number of planned settlements is a redlity not easly
established by meansof detigticd data; it requiresthe empirica evidence of the actorsinvolved.
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Andyss of the locd records® gives evidence that, during the fifty-four year of
its exigence, Mikazuki was inhabited by a totd number of forty-two family nude,
indead of the planed forty-five Only thirty-two of these, however, resded in the
village for a dgnificant length of time - such as tha necessary for the completion of a
child's whole basc educationd. Therefore, for datigtical purposes, it can be assumed
that the settlement’s population was composed of thirty-two households, the presence of
which was directly determinant for the socid and economic course teken by the
community.

The fira problem reaed to the andyss of intrahousehold reaions concerns
the manner how kin ties are crested through mariage. Today eleven of the sSixteen
families (68.7% of the totd) actudly living in the village share kinship rdations
acquired through intermarriage in different hidoricd periods. Furthermore, if to this
number one adds thet of the families that moved out of the hamlet, there is a tota of
nineteen families sharing blood rdaions within the village. This accounts for 59.3% of
the overdl households (forty-two) ever resding in the village.

The marked endogamous character of Mikazuki's mariage sphere can be
explained in teems of the initid difficulty the settlers had in finding brides. The absence
of a tight human network within the locd society, the mere fact of being “sdtlers’ and
the paucity of economic means were al factors accounting for the nead to search within
for what was denied outsde. In this Stuation, the option of the ‘mariage indde was
easily seen as an optima solution. These are two of the comments that informants gave
when asked about the marriage Stuation in the initid period.

“The biggest problem for us singles was to find a woman. When you don’t know anybody in
the neighbourhood and there is no family around you it's difficult. Then we were ‘settlers’;
some of us could not even understand this didect. If | hardly know what they say when they
speek in their didect, imagineif | had to find awifel”

“l didn't know it was a settlement. Nobody had said it before my father accepted the
marriage. Had | known it | would have opposed it.. You don't go and live in a place like a
settlement, in the mountains and poorer than any other village!” (From one of the two women
who married in Mikazuki from outside in theinitial stage.)

® The main sources of the demographic data arer Kaitaku-chi Eing Jisseki Chosa (Survey on the result of
agriculturd  entrepreneurship  in the reclaimed areas) (triennid) 1956-73. Aomori: Aomori-ken Narinbu
Katakuka (Aomori Prefecture Minisry of Agriculture and Forestry Reclamation Section); Shizai
Hyakunen (Centenary of the Shiiza Primary School, Susono) 1992. Hirosaki: Shaza Shogekko (Shizai
Primary School).
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After the end of the fird phase (1946:56) the Stuaion changed dgnificantly.
Though with some difficulties, the village dowly found its way towards establishing its
own socid and economic postion within the loca context. One of the consequences of
this was the dgnificant enlargement of the marriage sphere. It became esser for the
farmers to find a wife, and less natura to marry within the village. Interestingly enough,
among the brides welcomed in Mikazuki by this generation no one came from a village
closer than fifteen kilometres, which means that the area within which marriages were
contracted enlarged beyond, but did not indude, the neighbouring villages The reasons
for this “trandocd mariage’ ae dear if one condders Mikazuki’'s difficulties in
achieving a solid economic integration within the loca agriculturd dircuit. Until lae
1971 the village was refused membership in the local cooperdive agency because of its
low standards of production, and the redity of being a “sdttlement” was a factor barely
forgettable, both by the people of Mikazuki and by its neighbours.

However, the negaiive aspects of meking a livdihood in a “place where few
would go to live’ ae dso counterbdanced by other prospects that the traditiond
villages would not esslly disdose Seven families sdttled in Mikazuki during the second
haf of its higory (after 1970) without purchesing land and gating any agriculturd
adtivity’. The sgnificance of this number has to be undersiood in rdaion to the
higtorica setting of this late settlement. Since the end of the 1960s, as a consequence of
the country’s incipient indudridization and urbanization process Tsugaru villages hed
darted undergoing a serious process of decline due to the abandonment of the land and
the gppreciable contrection of the farming populaion. Mikazuki was done among the
setlements in the area in encountering further waves of incoming populaion in this
period, and this accounts for its reative demographic dability, a leest until the early
1970s%. Apat from one household, which entered the community after marrying in
Mikazuki, the incoming families shared the common exigency to find a suitable and
more accessble place to stat a new exisence. What is worthy of notice, here, is that
their choice of Mikazuki was certainly not dictated by the case Patly, they were
atracted by the relaive eese  with which they could become active members of this
sndl society, and patly they saw in the compaaively less expensve and more
“naturd” village life a means of escagpe from debts and unemployment. The following

" Of the seven households which settled in the village in later stages, only one received a plot of land to
cultivate, but it did not show any interest in faming. The remaining sSx families al shared a common
pattern: the heads of the household performed migrant labour for seven to nine nenths a year while the
women maintained their village resdence and looked &fter children and the dderly, teking part-time
employment in loca shops or public services.

8 The population of Mikazuki remained constant until 1960 (32 households); in 1968 it decreased to 26,
then to 22in 1980, 17 in 1990 and 16, the present number, was reached in 1997.
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ae some of ther comments on the motives leading to ther joining the community in
Mikazuki.

“I was looking for a more human place to live, s0 my wife and | decided to come here. We
like the air and the nature in this place, and people were so friendly from the beginning. It
was like finding new reatives. | don't think you can find the same thing in a ‘normal
village .

“For me coming here meant starting a new life. | had problem with my work-place, debts
and my family didn’t seem to want me. | knew that places like the settlements are poor, and

that people leed  hard lives there. | surely have no regret that | came here.”

“One like me, ill and without a solid (economic) position, could never find a wife in another
place. But here | found a woman, and a nice family, too. They trested me as a new son, |
would never have expected it.”

According to most of the interviewees, the choice between opening a socid niche in a
traditiond rurd village and in a “young village' like this one was not a issue The
olidity of traditiond rurd villages in Tsugaru left little space for new members, and

thisthe newcomers were very well aware of.

The sdttlers having access to land resources for the firgt time was what marked
thelr darting a new economic activity, and this was particularly true in the case of those
among them who had never ploughed a fidd®. The moment of distributing the assigned
land was repestedly depicted by the villagers as a delicate stage in which “there was
hardly the possbility to find a common agreement”. The concomitance and divergence
of persond interests, as wdl as the differing degrees of farming experience, were the
factors which contributed to dowing down the process of didribution. On the other
hand, the scarcity of nude sdtling from the mother villages paved the way for a
process of assgnment based on purdy egditarian principles . Patition of the cultivable
plots was decided by drawing lots while the villagers agreed to locate the stes for
house condruction dong two intersecting roads, in order to achieve a compact core of

° The satflers lack of experience in agriculture was one of the leading factors accounting for the failure of
a large number of postwar settlements dl across Japan. In the case of Mikazuki, amost one fourth of the
sttling households had never had any previous farming experience. Although the 1946 Policy provided
traning in faming techniques for the newcomers lagting approximately one month, this proved
inaufficient, especidly in the light of the initid scarcity of technicd equipment (tools, machinery,
chemical fertilizers).
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dwelings®®. The distribution indeed resulted in both satisfaction and discontent among
the newcomers, and the distance of the plots from the houses was one of the features
that the villagers pointed out as hindering the process of land dearing. Conversdy, the
wide digpersd of faming plots (only three cases were encountered in which the farmers
were lucky enough to have had their plot located behind the house) contributed to
enhancing the extent of contact among farmers, because isolated households were not
present in the hamlet.

When the farming population began dedlining after the second hdf of the 1960s,
land became a topic of discusson and probably a source of conflict because of the need
to redigribute it among the resdent famers. The village's socid committee decided
that, irrespective of ther locaion, abandoned plots had to be divided among those
famers who wished to benefit from them. The result of this orientation was an
increesed fragmentation of farming plots, and in the long run, a polaization between
households which ,had” the cgpacity to work more extensvey, and those who “did not
have’ such a prerogative. In spite of this imbaance in the property doman, Mikazuki
did not show any tendency to drdification or empowerment of dngle dements within
the kin group and in the village Two matives can be identified for underpinning the
consarvation of a “commund character”. On the one hand, the remarkable absence of
newcomers from the neighbouring villages accounted for the settlement’'s substantial
freedom from extend influences in the process of decisonrmaking and for its
comparative lack of verticd socid relationships™. On the other hand, the avoidance of a
hierarchicd socid dructure with dedsiond power concentrated in the hands of a chief
can be conddered as one of the mogs didinctive drategies that the community’s
members adopted in order to cope with socid change, one to which they drictly adhere
in moments of hardship.

As regards the process of land transmisson, following the traditiond pettern of rurd
village Jgpan, primogeniture was the forma prerequidte for inheriting the land, whilst
if land was avalable second and third-born sons were able to  form branch families
within the community. However, this norm was here not aways drictly followed. A
remarkable dadicity in the trangmisson of property rights can be interpreted, within the

1% The relevance of this choice has to be seen in comparison with the other three sdttlements of the area
Here houses are more dispersed and the case of building on the cultivable plot is not rare; in the case of
branch families from the mother villages, indeed, their intermediate location between mother and new
hamlet is often an index of their “intermediate socid satus’. Mikazuki is the only case in which there is a
visble evennessin house location, aswell asaclear preference for agglomerating rather than scattering.

™ Indeed, in the case of two other hamlets founded in the same area the flux of locad incoming population
played a sgnificant role in their socid and economic progress by consolidating the blood ties and cregting
economic dependence on the mother villages.
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new communities, as the index of two factors fird, the lack of a “rurd village tradition”
to support such a practice, and second, the relative paucity of economic resources (not
only land) that hampered the process of creation of branch families. Indeed, the content
of the Redamation Policy, promating the colonization of the new land by locd second-
born sons?, had considerably limited the sodid reproductive capacity of the newcomers
who were characterized by not having blood ties with the mother village and thus
lacked precious sources of both economic and socid capitd. Moreover, the scarcity of
land and the generd criss of the agrarian sector, which had followed the country’s
economic boom dnce the lae 1950s, severdy condrained the new farmers options.
Primogeniture could hardly conditute the norm in the sdtlements and as the Steady
process of indudridization and urbanization had made a growing number of new job
opportunities available to the younger members of rurd communities, it became clear
that only those households that had the ‘means to endure change (both socid and
economic) would succeed in edablishing a compardivdy solidy ramified kin network
within their communities™

Indeed, in the case of Mikazuki only five cases of it and credtion of pardld
families within the village are to be discerned. However, in four of these five cases it
was the firs-born son who inherited the housshold and its indienable possessons,
whereas the second or minor son sated a new family. This was done through
purchasng land from one of the nude tha had moved out of the village for other
dedtinations and engaging in faming in close cooperaion with the man family. In the
fifth example the credion of a branch nudeus did not imply acquistion and
management of land. Here, the ties between the two households tended to be somewhat
looser than in the other four cases, probably because of the mde family members
seasond employments.  The generd picture is, however, that Mikazuki experienced to a
gndler extent the phenomenon described for the other settlements and  land
transmisson remained the prerogative of the dder sons. As | had occason to ascertan,
of the nine present faming households only one did not follow the primogeniture norm,
and the second son inherited the land; when questioned on their actud willingness to

2 Since the 1950s the Reclamation Policy had shifted its priorities from the reintegration of the
repatriated families to the provison of land to local second-born sons. In most of the areas the measure
had the effect of syphoning rurd overpopulation onto the new lands with the sdeeffect of creating an
imbalance in the economic systemsthe newcomers, who has fewer resources, had been establishing.

B The study of the historicaly changing surnames on the map of Tsugaru villages is perhaps one of the
most direct and smplest ways of observing the movements of the kinship system. To quote an example,
Mikazuki’'s mother village, presents an interesting varigtion of fewer than ten surnames across more than
a hundred households. A smilar phenomenon is today detectable in the other settlements, where
depopulation seemed to bring about a lower diversfication of surnames, or in other words a stronger
presence of loca branch families.
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succeed to the household heedship, the farmers concordantly stressed their “feding of
responsibility” that they should do so*.

Today, the issue of land inheritance is fdt with more seriousness. In fact, many
of my informants showed pessmism and a veled resgnaion when spesking of the
possbility that ther firs sons would continue faming. There is a diffuse estrangement
of the younger generaions from agriculturd work. Six of the nine farming households
in present-day Mikazuki have dedared their expectations that one of the sons will take
after the land, but this is certainly not an easy process. As the comments below dearly
show, the future of the village is tightly bound to the directions the locd economy will
folow. The following are the remarks of three farmers concerning their hopes of having
their land taken over by one of their sons.

“Once you wash the dirt of the earth from your hands it's over. There's no way back. Once
you dart earning money from dekasegi [seasond migrant labour] you can't go back to
farming. Your time is decided by the others, and you get used to the comfort of punctualy
having money in the bank.”

“I don't want to force my children to become peasants. This gloomy job is not to be for
them. | took my elder son to the fields with me more than once. | showed him everything; |
tried to teach him what | could and to make him understand my passion for this work.
Unfortunately, at the moment he is working in Tokyo. He doesn't earn that much. Life is
hard there with two kids. | till hope one day he will understand and come back here.”

At harvest time, the busest of farming procedures, only in two households out of
nine did | obsarve the paticipation or hdp of daughters and/or sons in ther parents
work. Suprisngly, mogt of the households were forced to request help from rddives,
or even to pay for hired labour. When asked why they could not involve their sons in
the work in the fidds, mos of the farmers gave the same answer: “The young do not
want to participate in the ‘dirty work’ of the land. They saw what farming means, they
know the hardships from the past and now they want a better future for themselves’ °.

¥ Here are the words of two of the farmers concerning this issue:

“I was working in Tokyo when my fether asked me to take over the land. He was old and could not
continue done. First | sad no, | could not come back to the village after | had stated another life. But
then, | felt the weight of my responsibility. | wasthefirst son after al”.

“ | had been working in Akita [one of the biggest cities in Tohoku] since | was very young, but | knew
that one day | had to come back here. It would have been a bad example for my brothers had the elder son
refused to take over the land. | am not the only oneto think so here’.

5| would surmise, conversdy, that the farmers today tend to discourage their children from teking up
agriculture because they have other aspiraions for them. The lack of eagerness of parents to teach their
ons the techniques of gople growing could well be a consequence of the villagers nonfarming origin.
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Indeed, daughters who become the brides of outsde maes show a tendency to continue
their economic contribution to the household of birth through ‘loans of their labour™,
However, sons who have decided to earn ther own livdihood outsde Mikazuki (and
agriculture) do s0 less frequently. On one of the last possble days for harvesting the
amles in mid November, the ddet son of one of the informants was pescefully
watching the tdlevison a home, while a few villagers and mysdf were freneticaly
working together with the sxty-five year old couple of famers in a quad-snowstorm.
The invdvement of white-collar sons of the faming households in ther parents
economic Stuation seems to be confined to financid hdp in case of need, even though
people did not seem reedy to tak about this problematic issue.

While it is true that many farmers did not exhibit much eagerness to bring their
children up to practise agriculture, on the other hand, the weight of externd influences
on the growing process of the young must not be underestimated. Until the mid-1970s
only one housshold had a tdevison s, aitracting dmogt the whole of younger and
older community members during the long winter nights. Today the dStuation is only
dightly different from that of any other family in Jgpan: each household possesses a
tdevison, and thirty percent of them a persona computer. Moreover, the present
Japanese schooling system has, among others, the prerogetive to keep students a school
a leadt for the same average timethat salaried European men spend in their workplace.

The household is the firg of the fidds in which socd behaviour and economic
choices are dructured and acquire sgnificance. The dudy of the manner in which
relationships among actors are condructed, shaped and how they change is the essentid
prerequiste for obsarving the characteridics of a socid formation in depth. As | hope
Mikazuki’s example will suggest, undertaking the cregtion of a socid redity from zero
is an extrendy complicaed task and the andyds of such a process can only be
successfully achieved by focussng on the diverse dimensons of socid interaction, i.e.
the relations of property, mariage and kinship, the village, the externd sphere. What
follows is a description of the village's socid world viewed from the perspective of the
interrelation among its members.

Ancther explanaion, however, seems to be tha the long life expectation as well as the impressive vitdity
of the famers, who do not abandon the fids until their late 70s, means there is no early retirement.
Y ounger family memberswould know, in the farmers' terms “the right moment to come back”.

% In the case of non-farming families it is not rare tha she helps farming relatives in the crucid phases of
the agriculturd cycdle. The role of non-farming households is till very important for the economy o the
village. Those members of the families who maintain their resdence in Mikazuki while the men are
engaged in seesond work in the cities of centrd Jgpan, i.e women and older people, are willing to
cooperate with the farmers.
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Inter-household relations and the village

Exploration of the economic dimenson of the village provides ussful data for the
andyss of both endogenous and exogenous socid rddions In the initid period (1946-
56) an accent on mutua help and cooperation congtituted a must rather than a srategy
amed a ganing profit. The scarcity of tools, reative inexperience in agriculturd work
and the process of land clearing were dl factors tha played sgnificant roles in shaping
the manner in which the settlers interacted within the newly forged society. The settlers
capacity to act like a “group”, and hence the dimination of naturd conflicts of interest,
were the firg conditions the community imposed upon its socid growth; and besdes,
the concomitance of various other extend and internd factors contributed to
drengthening ther importance. Fird, the absence of kin ties with the mother village
heavily influenced the people's drategies of adaptetion to the new dtuation. The lack of
tools and the scarcity of economic means in generd made land clearing an extremely
time and labour consuming process. Moreover, the urgent and primary need to build
dweling dructures left little space for agriculturd planning: people united ther efforts
to transform what had formerly been a military training base'’ into cultivable fields, and
meanwhile worked on their privaie houses.

Second, the life hisories of the new colonists influenced their processes of
economic and sodd decison-meking. Because of ther being repariagted from the
former Japanee colonies in Asa, a sgnificantly high percentage of the households hed
previous experience of sdtlement life. Though most of them had not occupied military
pogtions in the colonid context, ideologicd emphess on vaues such as “cooperaion”,
“equdity” and ‘adaptability’ imbued pat of the common choices a the initid dage As
an example, a the time the sdttlement was founded, the absence of habitations was
obviged by the condruction of a large commund lodging, indead of atempting to
cregte private condructions from the scant materids the Reclamation Section had
provided. This choice proved an important draiegy in hamonizing and “leveling’
individua economic progress, as the settlers could only move out of the common house
when an acceptable number of new houses were ready. Interestingly enough, the only
two households to settle from the mother village showed a preference to remain at ther

Y The land on which the village was founded had been usad for paddy-field cultivation since the second
haf of the lagt century. The dtate purchased the land following the loca landowner’s bankruptcy and in
the first decades of the 20th century a training base for land militia replaced the abandoned paddies. At
the time of initid settlement, the future inhabitants a wide, dightly hilly plain with no trees, separated
from the mother village by a forest, the property of the local inhabitants.
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previous place of resdence until the new houses became inhabited, thus avoiding the
establishment of visble sgns of socid difference.

Third, the early efforts of the Policy to consolidate ties and networks among the new
villages, and to a dgnificantly lesser extent between these and the locad society, had the
unexpected outcome - in communities were the presence of locals was less marked - of
widening the distance between mother village and settlement. In 1946, shortly after its
foundation, Mikazuki was invited to join the Kaitaku Jikko Kumiai (Settlement

Executive Associdion), an economic  organization under the guidance of the locd
Redamation Policy Section (Kaitaku-ka) with the ams of conveying the new policy
measures to settlers and of “guiding” their economic steps. Membership was limited to
famers from the new villages though presence of representatives of the locd
communities was inevitable. However, in Mikazuki and few other cases, sgnificant
persond rddions could be edablished, primarily among sdtlers, whereas the influentid
presence of mother village members contributed to prioritizing private interests in lieu
of “collective exigencies’.

Confrontaetion with other settlements, in addition to the Policy’'s efforts to
accderate socid  integration within the new communities were among the factors
promoting the ideologicd origin of a “sense of group” (danketsu) in Mikazuki.
Villagers fdt the socid consolidation of the new community to be an urgent task that
had to be fulfilled before beng in a podtion to expeience disntegratiion or
encapaulation in the mother village (boson). The idea of danketsu, therefore, probably
reminiscent of some of the villagers past colonid experiences, was enforced by the lack
of family ties in the neighbourhood and the kind of rdaionship with the mother
village™.

In the second period (technicad phass), Mikazuki's dow economic growth
required the creation of a more solid and compact body of socid reations. The famers
productive efforts were shifting from subsstence to profit, and the vitd precondition to
this change was the achievement of an edtablished postion within the locd agriculturd

circuit.

18 1t is worthy to point out that Mikazuki’s relation with its mother village was not extremely smooth. In
the late 1940s a case of quarrd occurred as the villagers were deiberately drawing on the forest resources
of their neighbours. Wood was collected for domedtic use, but adso for being exchenged on the locd
market. The matter was solved after forma apologies were submitted to the village. Moreover, the
sttling of two loca maes in Mikazuki did not bring about a further interest of the mother community for
the new lands. The two communities “remained a distance’, a least in the first two decades of
Mikazuki’'s higtory. For more detalled accounts of the relationship between Mikazuki and the
neighbouring villages see Torsdlo (1998).
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Of the settlements in the arealg, Mikazuki was the one which demondrated the
most marked propensty to diversfy its agrarian sysem. The years between 1956 and
1971 regigered an increesed activity of the farmers willing to embrace profitable new
productions options, as wel as to edablish vitd channds to the locd agricultura

market. The so-cdled “technicad cultivations’ (kogei saibai), including rape, sugar beet

and maize, share-cropping and contract faming became widespread as the plentiful
availability of new land attracted locd entrepreneurs into the settlements. The common
pattern was that a firm came into the village and offered a globd three to five year
contract for sharecropping (tomatoes, mushrooms, strawberries, mint and many other
products). Besdes, there were dso severd cases of dngle households which entered
into smilar contracts with farmers from the neighbouring villages, to which they were
tied through friendship or because of dready established exchange transactions.

With the country’s economic takeoff and steady growth from the beginning of
the 1960s, the contents and direction of agrarian policies became highly diversfied, and
thelr budget dgnificantly condrained. The mogt dgnificant politicd event for this case
sudy was the end of the Land Reclamaion Policy (1971). Jgpan needed modern,
rationd and efficient fams, and this was to be achieved through a speeding-up of the
devdopment of agriculture, dready suffering from the counter-effects of the changes
which followed Jgpan's economic tekeoff?. In this panorama, the coexisence of a
double guiddine, one directed towards the protection of the delicate economic systems
the new villages were condructing, the other towards urging the modernization and
rationdization of agriculture, was hadly tendble The result was tha Mikazuki's
famers were precipitated into a contradictory date that of abandoning their past as
“sdtlers’, thus ceasing to benefit from the Reclamation Policy’s measures, and that of
being ready to open a niche in the market with their own forces. As some farmers

obsarved, “we were abandoned to our own degtiny, the gtate would not care for the new
villages any longer”.

2 1n 1946, in the region where Mikazuki was founded two other settlements were established. Nanaizumi,
with an initid population of 30 households and an overdl cultivable land surface of 84 ha Yihigeoka ,
seitled by 27 households occupying a land surface of 63 ha. Whereas the first hamlet was the only to
experience & a cedin extent ricre farming, due to avallability of water resources, in the second case
agricultura production was centred upon vegetables and greens.

2 The steady economic growth that Japan experienced since the mid-1950s had on the one hand the effect
of meking large capitd avalable for improvement in the primary sector (ameliorations of infrastructurs,
mechanization, improvement of crops and land). The other sde of the coin, however, shows an increase
in depopulation of the rurd regions in favour of the developing industrid and urban centres of south
western Japan.
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This trandtion was not an essy one, as many of the farmers, indebted from the
firs stage®, were not in the postion to join the enthusiastic locd transition to apple-
faming centred agriculture. Therefore, the long-terem outcomes the influence of
inditutional changes had on the village were the steedy decrease of the number of
farming households and areduction inthe  land farmed by the village overall.

However, the monoculturd phase is marked by a renewed socid and economic
involvement of Mikazuki’s famers, visble both on an outer and on an inner leve. The
outdde dimenson of this process will be discussed in the following paragraph; a this
point however it is worth underlining the rdevance tha an event such as the formd
admittance of Mikazuki to the locd agriculture cooperative circuit (the village had been
previoudy refused membership due to its level of production) had for the economic and
socid life of its members. Apat from the dear implications that integration into the
locd market via the dae controlled cooperative had for the village's agrarian system,
this step condiituted an important advance in the famers efforts towards coordinating
and organizing ther production cydes a village leved. The villagers had read in the
cooperdive's previous rgection of ther wish for membership the need for a higher
degree of inter-household cooperation, as wel as the consolidation of a denser web of
socid networks with the outside and loca world.

The manner in which Mikazuki’'s people dedt with these shortages of socid
capitd was twaofold. On the one hand, the village strove to enforce its inner momentum
of sodd interaction through emphasis on regulaly scheduled community meetings in
which the activity of its agriculturd cooperative groups was meded with that of the
socid cubs. On the other hand, what farmers pursued was the congtruction and
subsequent consolidetion of a solid externd fagade, in which the new village could be
idertified as a whole, and the efforts of the single households could find recognition a a
locd levd. The “settlement amidst the mountains’ became a village. This is to  be
undergood not merdy as the outcome of changes in policy directives rather it should

2l The agricultura credit system introduced by the Reclamation Policy in 1946 provided that settlers
would have borrowing faciliies amed a accderding the process of land clearing in the first ingtance,
improving land productivity (chemicd fertilisers and pedicidess machineries) in the second, and
diversfying cultivation in the lagt ingance. Credits were made avalable in the form of longterm loans
with zero or low interests and were conveyed into the Agricultura Savings Bank in which the
beneficiaries were required to open accounts. This sysem had the advantage of tying the farmers to the
sate’'s agriculturd programs through their affiliation with the Agriculturad Bank. On the other hand,
however, indebtedness became a heavy condition for those farmers who were not sufficiently prompt to
follow the new market (and policies) directions, such as the shift to apple farming, and could, therefore,
barely pay off their debtsfrom theinitia period.

2 The contraction of the arable land accompanied the decrease in the farming population after the 1960s.
In 1970 the totad extent of Mikazuki's cultivated land barely reached 39.4ha, and of 26 households, only
17 were practisng agriculture. These figures eventudly shrank to 29.8ha in 1980 (17 farming households
out of 22) and to 14.8ha (9 farming households out of 16) in 1998.
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be sen in rdation to the dready-mentioned dress on “group identity” and on the
meaning that this concept assumed towards the outsde world, an issue that will be
discussed in the following chapter.

The economic exigence of Mikazuki as a “new village” was indeed one of the
factors which contributed to enforcing the sense of danketsu. The gresater flexibility of
Mikazuki’'s agrarian system, due to its rdative impermesbility by externd influences in
the process of decison meking, as wel as the precariousness of the settlement’'s
economy, became the important prerogaives dlowing for the introduction of novety.
Eladticity in the employment of economic resources, however, required a rdativey
wlid body of sodd rdaions and networks underpinning the process of agriculturd
diverdfication. This is where the ideologica accent on the notion of danketsu played a
sgnificant role. Mikazuki farmers were griving to overcome the initid disunion that the
sHtling process brought about, and the idea of “commund action” was a possble
exape avenue. Furthermore, the concomitance of the above mentioned socid and
demographic preconditions (i.e. lack of kin ties with the mother village and experience
in colonizing land) essed the process of consolidating graip consciousness among the
villagers, and it was a the point of ther increased economic dynamism (technica
phase) that the externd sphere began to perceive the “socid presence’ of the village
more intensdly.

Regarding the community’s inner bodies of ®cid cooperation, the main one was
the Mikazuki Bukai (Mikazuk Depatmentd Organization), which included dl the
socid, culturd  and  economic  initigives  that  villagers  commonly  undertook.
Participation in this assodiation was and dill is plenay and the role of this inditution is
to be found on those occasons when it provides for consultation on issues of common

interest, as well as for moments of sharing a more rdaxed amosphere. Two of the
socid domains of the Bukai are the Commund Hal (Kominkan) and the Shrine

(Mikazuki Jinja). Both condructions were erected in the late 1960s as pat of the
“culturd  enhancement of settlement societies’ programme sponsored by the Land
Reclamation Section. After forma permisson was obtaned from the locd Shinto
authorities to build a sacred place, Mikazuki established a yealy summer fedivd in
honour of the endrined dety. Fesivals became occasons of reunion for families who
hed left the village for more profitable dedtinations and returned to see their reatives
only once a year. Moreover, the dgnificance of the event can be highlighted when
conddering tha none of the other settlements in the area, despite having established
such a practice, has succeeded in perpetuating it up to present.
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The provison of a commund hdl, smilarly, contributed greetly to the process
of accumulating socid capitd. The fadlity is generdly used for public ceremonies
(mainly marriages and funerds), as wel as for medings of the diverse organizationd
groups in the village. It is important to underine that the absence of this dructure in
former times often contributed to the dow progress of negotiations or decison making
processes within the community. The informants recaled the initid meetings as being
beset by hardships and obstadles that the diverse origin of the sdtlers and the initid
lack of inner kin ties had interposed. Because of the lack of a common space, and of the
rdatively large population of the village community in the 1950s-1960s, meetings were
hed in the village's largest houses (only two or three could serve the purpose). This
meant that participants hardly fet free to express their own opinions on méaters on
which the hogting households hdld different ones, and they would edther keep slent
about ther dissant or express it abruptly by leaving the medting. The condruction of a
Public Hal removed these impediments a las by providing the villages with a
“neutral” placein which discussion and confrontation could take place®.

Later, from the early 1980s on, apples became the main, and subsequently the
sole, product of the areg, and many important changes took place. The faming
populetion contracted dramaticadly (from 26 households in 1963 to 14 in 1985), while
land served mainly for gpple production (90% of the tota extenson) and produce for
the famers own consumption. Phenomena generdly observable in the primary sector
in Jgpan from the 1980s on, such as ageing of the farmers, lack of heirs and decrease in
birth rates adso affected the village. The most immediate of the outcomes was that
faming operations became the burden of increesngly aged couples with rapidly
decreasing posshilities of land inheritance among the younger generaion. Farmers
repestedly referred to the hift as a both a “good” and a “bad” moment in Mikazuki’'s
higory. Apples gave Tohoku (and paticulaly Tsugaru) the opportunity to become
agriculturaly competitive on a nationd bass, and in the golden age of their production
(1975-90) brought those farmers ready to embrace the novelty with substantid profits™.

% The accent on the neutraity of the Communa Hall became clear to me when, after asking my host
family about the possbility of renting a room in their house for the duration of my fiddwork, they
suggested and warmly encouraged me to seek the villages officid pemisson to resde in the Hdl
instead. “There you will be free to meet people, and everybody will see that you did not come here only
for us’ was the explanation | received on this matter. Indeed, the facts confirmed their opinion, since
meetings and drinking parties doubled during thetime | was staying there.

# Apple farming was introduced in Mikazuki towards the end of the 1950s. The villagers pointed out how
initidly only two households had the idea of undertaking the experiment of planting apple trees on their
plots. These were among the best off faming nuclel who adso  private access to wells and had even had
experience, dbeit briefly and with poor results, of rice farming. The rapid economic success of these
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In the case of Mikazuki, moreover, the village benefited earlier than other “edtablished
communities’ from the spread of apple faming, thanks to the greater availdbility of
lanrd and to the rdative flexibility of choices and economic drategies. Therefore,
dthough it can be daed that the trangtion to gople farming proved dramatic for some
of the settlers unready to embark on such a project, it can be assumed that it sanctioned
the definitive achievement of “village gatus’.

Conversdly however, monoculturd farming seemed to severdy undermine the
socid and economic gructure that Mikazuki's people had had formerly, when they
faced common  difficulties Significantly enough, when asked about the negative sdes
of the trandformation of the village's agrarian sysem, farmers raised the point of the
reduced need for cooperation and group work that gpple cultivation involved. It is as if
the changes in the agrarian dructure have brought about a growing scepticism as
regards the village s ability to accumulate and preserve socid capitd.

The andyss of the processes of socid behaviour and of ther reationship to the
gphere of agriculturd  production is of particular importance for understanding the
vaues people from Mikazuki dtribute to ther life in common. As indicated above, the
shift between different forms of cultivation (subsistence oriented in the fird stage, cash
oriented in the second and more in conformity with loca trends in the third) moved the
accent onto different levels of socid interaction. The household was the dominant arena
of economic life in the first period, even though scarcity of means meant the settlers had
no choice but to work commundly, espeddly as far as the clearing of the land was
concerned. During the second period, Mikazuki became more actively pat of the locd
creuit, through the sharing of contract farming activities with other communities, and
thanks to a tighter inner cooperative network. With the trangtion to “monoculturd
faming’, on the one hand the village achieved an edablished podtion locdly, with
farmers interacting more often with other locad farmers and decison making processes
becoming more ggnificantly influenced by ther membership of the government
cooperative agency. On the other hand, the community’s inner ties (kinship and
informa networks) played an important role in backing the gpple-farming centred
economic sysem. The decrease in the farming populaion and the polarization of the
economy —agriculture and migrant labour- contributed to megnetizing peopleés socid

and economic commitment. The bipolar village structure —farmers and non-farmers™-

framers triggered the spread of gpple cultivation in the village in the firg hdf of the 1960s, but, as
indicated above, the difficult economic dtuation of many households did not alow enough space for the
shift.

% Today, of the sixteen households inhebiting the village, nine are landowning and perform farming as
their primary economic activity. Six of the remaning saven nudde ae exfarmers who sold their land and
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can be thought of as both a product of socid and economic change a a higher levd, and
a a community drategy to survive times of rapid and dramatic socid change. The
cultura features of such drategies find expresson in the accent on collectively shaped
individud vaues such as “rdiability”, “hamony” and “flexibility”. In Mikeazuki these
vaues ae goplied to the socid sphere through diligent adherence to moments of
cooperation and group action, as wel as by pursuing a kind of “commundism” thet the
lack of any verticdity in the village structure vividly demongrates.

Thelocal and translocal spheres of interaction

The nature and degree of Mikazuki's participation in the locd sphere of socid and
economic interaction have been dready doressed within the hidoricd  framework
introduced above. The rdatively loose ties with the neighbouring villages is one of the
key factors in explaning Mikazuki's initid difficulties in the face of hardships in
generd, and the paucity of economic resources. This paragrgph ams to summarize the
most relevant characteristics of our village's process of interaction with the locd and
trandoca spheres.

Practically everywhere in the country, poswar settlements shared smilar socid
and economic preconditions they were born “poore” because of the scarcity of
resources and of the lower qudity of cultivable land dlocated to the new villages (Dore
1984: 182; lkeda 1982). Moreover, for many of the colonigs the daus of “new
famers’ condituted only a temporay occupation, to be pursued whils wating for
“better times’, whils the lack of infrestructure influenced the process of socid
integration within the locd communities profoundly. As data from the other sdatlements
in the area clearly demonstrate®, only the mogt robust households were able to survive
the weight of higorica changes. Their ability to fit into the new socid and economic

became engaged full-time in seasond migrant labour (dekasegi). Though their reasons for abandoning
farming are to be sought in the problematic shift to gpple farming, it is worthy of notice that their socid
position is by no means affected by their estrangement from agriculture. Rather, it can be asserted that it
is merdly their prolonged absence from the village that influences the nonfarmers participation in the
common decison-making and strategy -crestion process.

% Of the other three settlements of the area, Yihigaoka was abandoned two years after its foundation. The

reason seems to have been the severe lack of building materids (mainly timber) and its disadvantageous
position because of s great distance from irrigation sources. Five years later, however, minor sons from
the neighbouring community received the land and settled, successfully edtablishing an agrarian system
founded on vegetable farming. As in Mikazuki, the third setttement was founded by repatriated families
without any link with the loca circuit. Although its populaion has remained roughly unchanged (30
households in 1956 and 29 today), what the dtatistics cannot reved is the deep process of socid change
that this village has encountered. Towards the early 1960s, dmost half of the population abandoned the
village &fter the sde of the land to farming families of the mother village. The re-settlement took place
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sydem drongly depended on ther adlity to build ard mantan efficdent socd
relaionships within and outsde the community, as well a on their readiness to improve
their culturd cgpitd in reaion to agriculture, i.e. to acquire and incorporate knowledge
of farming procedures.

The quedion is how did the new community cope with the subgtantia problem
of ther encgpsulation within the exigent socid context? The initid god of the
Reclamation Policy was to reintegrate the repatristes from the country’s occupied
territories and provide them with the most basic of economic resources, i.e land, in
order to dat a livdihood. Towards the end of the 1940s, however, a shift of priorities,
determined by worsening unemployment and economic dagnation, led the occupied
government to extend the benefit of rights to land in the new settlements to minor sons
from the locd rurd communities. The am of the manoeuvre was to control
overpopulation of the rurd areas and to prevent urban centres, paradysed by the dow
process of economic recovery, from becoming overwhelmed demographicaly by waves
of landless and jobless people from the countrysde. The outcome of the move can be
reed in pative terms if one condders that settlements became increesingly able to
achieve sodd, economic and culturd integration within the loca sphere, and that
villages gained space for Sphoning off their excess population.

Nonetheless, as the case of Mikazuki suggests, the interest of local minor sons in
the “new lands’ was not dways easy to arouse. The hamlet not only did not become the
object of “resdtlement” by locd faming households, but dso retained its ddicae
inner socid order through mantaining the “disgtance’” from its mother village. The main
reason accounting for this lack of interest in Mikazuki can be found in the sdtlers
reluctance to experiment with rice farming, which a the time condituted the main
economic asset of the mother community. This choice probably results from the sdtlers
inexperience in paddy fidd cultivaion, as wel as in ther limited economic means,  but
it could dso0 be explained interms of the socid dimension.

Rice cultivation conditutes the fundamenta eement of the economy of Japanese
rurd villages. Authors have dressed how the choice of rice is in extremely close
rdation to the ‘traditiond’ socdd dructure of village communities and, conversdy, that
in order to undersand the moddity of socid interaction and the features of the Japanese
kinship sysem it is necessay to teke the andyss of the rice-centred economy
(Emori:1983). There are three  prerogatives necessary for the edtablishment of a
profitable agrarian system based on rice faming: water management, the knowledge of

rapidly as second and third-born sons from the area gragped the lucrative opportunity of acquiring land
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faming techniques and the avalability of human and socid capitd. Mikazuki's falure
in introducing rice into the deared land is patly explanable in tems of the above-
mentioned directives of the Jgpaneee agriculturd policy towards diversfication of
production, but more sgnificantly, through the farmers lack of most of the necessary
preconditions””. Our village did not have the economic assts vitd to the establishment
of a “rice economy”, and the wesk socid ties with the mother village can be consdered
both a precondition for and a result of the markedly diversfied character of Mikazuki’'s
€conomy.

The body through which Mikazuki, before achieving cooperative membership, was

formdly bound with the loca environment, was the Town Assembly Chokai Kaigi).
This conditutes the most sgnificant of the village's politicd organs. Paticipation in the
Asembly is organized on a regular bads, with an annudly dected representative
member for each community acting as a ddegae reporting the village's demands and
needs. The role of the community delegate Chokai-cho) is crucid in bridging the socid

presence of the village with the neighbouring sphere a a formd leve. The task of
representing the canmunity is usudly assgned by meens of direct dection and it is
therefore, in dose reaion to the influentid power of individuds®. In dl the other
stlements in the area the delegate was dected yearly, but their term of office could be
extended for up to three years.

In Mikazuki the Chgokai-che podtion has dways been determined by drawing

lots. Once a member is sdlected, he (usudly, it is a man) represents his community for
two years afterwards the task passes automaticdly to the neighbouring household. This
rotational type of sdection is an important festure of the village's mechanism of socid
and politicd authority. It can be asserted that there are scarcely  any traces of authority
of the kind ascribable to a top-down modd of socid structure. Indeed, the ddiberate
avoidance of any heedship formation is based primaily on the above mentioned accent
on “commund efforts’ and cooperation, and it finds judificaion in the ideologicd
accent on the idea of danketsu. The absence of an dection system, the low leve of

and creating branch familiesin the immediate vicinities of their community.

" Water, though not scarce, was not sufficient for the creation of paddy fields in Mikazuki. Although the
sdtled land did have a pord large enough to be used for the purpose, the use right pertaining to this
resource is in the hands of an externd, who refused to grant it as a concesson to our village. Regarding
faming knowledge, | have registered a leest eight cases of setlers reldively experienced in rice
cultivation (many of them came from rice farming families), but it is worth noticing that my informants
agreed on the low feashility of paddy-fidd cultivation on Mikazuki's land. The insufficient financia
resources, the problem of irrigation and the lack of family labour power were the main reasons for the
initid inclination towards different forms of agriculturd cultivation.
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interference by the boson in Mikazuki's economic actions, the drong emphass on
vaues and virtues emphasizing socid harmony and coheson, are dl evidence of the
same corollary. Mikazuki atempted to build within what it found itsdf precluded from
in the outer sphere and its “origindity” in both economic and socid tems draws
heavily upon the very nature of such achoice.

It would be, however, reductive to underemphasize the role of the single actors
in edablishing socid networks and ties outdde the village. Since the early days of
Mikazuki’'s life, informd ties with the locd people have been of vitd importance for the
sHtlers in order to dlow them to sal or exchange agricultura products, timber and other
commalities. Such rdaionships commonly reied on preexiding kin ties (modly
beyond the neighbouring areg), but in quite a number of cases dso on new rddions, as
farmers fdt the very urgent need to carve out niches in the loca market. Since the early
stages of its higory, persond rdationships have been of vitd importance for the sdtlers
in order to gain access to the locd market. Agriculturd products were exchanged localy
for basic foods such as rice and fish, whereas the sde process of village products tended
to follow rather informa channds (i.e. direct sde to locd food dores or to market
places) because of the inaccesshility of ordinay avenues such as cooperdives.
Furthermore, Mikazuki’'s people resorted to externd and trandocd ties in order to
counterbalance their shortages of knowledge of agriculture, as well as of human capitd.
It was clear that those farming units who had relatives sharing the same occupation were
in a beter postion to extend and consolidate ther knowledge o agriculturd practice.
This leads us to an important point, that of the socid role of individud persondities
within the community.

The socid presence of some village persondities is dso a dimenson of the
villaggs process of interaction with the locd environment. Apat from the individud
characters of these figures, what | find it important to Sress is that ther actions, choices
and drategies are characterizable both a household and community levels. On the one
hand, because of the persond asssts accrued from socid capitd, such figures have a
higher potentid for economic profit, as well as wider ranges of drategies. On the other
hand, because of the potentidly “disruptive’ power tha the accumulation of outer socid
assts can exert on the village order, these figures often hestate in pursuing the full
exploitation of their potentid. This explans why the ongoing process of contracting
externd ties and networks within the loca and trandocad context hed little influence on
the socid equilibrium of Mikazuki, i.e it did not brought about any rdevant form of

% At the time of my fieldwork, all the other communities were represented by the head of one of the stem
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socid drdification. Villagers drive to keep ther private interests out of the community
and this is usudly achieved through a nest separation of the domains of socid
interadion. The village, on the one hand, is the environment in which negotiation and
networking with exponents of the locd maket take place On the other hand, the
household, through the socid lives of its members, provides the agppropriaie sphere for
the credtion of persond channds At the time a& which | was living in the community,
four faming households showed a preference for making use of externd ties (manly
rlatives and friends from the other villages) in order to gain access to the agriculturd
market. This behaviour was tacitly criticized by other members who adhered drictly to
the “Mikazuki modd” (“individudism is increesng” was the only remark | could
extract from informants), and maintained that a fixed portion of ther production was to
be sold through the cooperaive. It seemed that such behaviour could generate disunion
among the farmers. However, when the harvesting operaions had findly come to an
end and the problem of trangporting the gpples to the cooperatives or to the locd fruit
dedes was occupying dl the cultivaing units, then it was time to reconditute the
collective once more. In this case, the household head who has “connections’ with some
truck owner or shipping company will function as a pivat, organizing the pricey
trangportation for the other farmers and sharing the cost on an equd basis. The picture
of this moment in the farming operaions thet remans in the memory is one in which
mountains of boxes are piled on the ground surrounding the shrine and the public hal,
the fruits of one year of sweat. After some days this space is once more occupied; this
time it is the Commund Hal that is filled with the famers and the shipping
connection(s), who loudly celebrate the end of the task to musical accompaniment and
with anumber of bottles dcoholic beverages.

Theoretical assumptions: the notion of ‘social capital’

The concept of ‘socid capitd’ developed from James S. Coleman’'s work. Here, socid
cgpitd is conddered to be the st of resources inherent in family rdaions and in
community socid organizations rdated to the cognitive or socid devdopment of a
young person (Coleman 1990). Following Coleman's indghts Putnam, in his influentid
work on the different petterns of economic and politicd development in Northern and
Southern Ity (Putnam 1993), maintains that socid capitd refers to certain features of
socid organization such as trugt, norms and networks that can improve the “efficiency”

familiesthat moved in from the mother villages.
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of a sodety by fadlitating coordinating action. The basc dements of the notion are on
the one hand the so-cdled “norms of reciprocity”, on the other the “networks of civic
engagements’. The former series of factors are regarded as regulating economic
transactions through the edablishment of a “cortinuing rdationship of imbaanced
exchange’ tha involves mutud expectations of reciprocity (“generdized reciprocity”).
The later, conversdy, refes to a highly determinative component of socid capitd,
serving to restrain opportunism and solve problems of “colledive action”.

The notion of asocid form of capitd is among the centrd arguments of Bourdieu's
theoreticd assumptions. The French sociologist pogts the idea of different forms of
capital
(economic capitd, socid, culturd and symbolic, but aso politicd and juridicd capitd)
in his atempt to invedigate the “twoway reationships between objective structures —
those of socdd fidds and incorporated dructures —those of the habitus (Bourdieu
1998.vii). Notions such as that of “capitd” (es well as that of “habitus’ and “fidd”) are
found within the contextudization of the potentidities which are inscribed in the socd
agents and in ther interdation. Following Coleman, Bourdieu points out that socid
capitd is the most effective assat tha domestic units (and in paticular ‘extensive
families) possess, and it can be successfully managed for collective purposes, such as
for pursuing economic profit. Therefore, socid capitd (Smilaly to culturd  and
symbolic capitd) can be converted into economic capitd insofar as it is trandferred from
the socid sphere (ties, networks and obligations) to the economic context of interaction.

An accent on the notion of “socid capitd” can provide the obsarver of socid
phenomena with a vauade indrument for penetraing the diverse layers of the redity
under scrutiny. As the old debate between “formaist” and “substantivist” positions®
showed, one of the modt ddicae issues within the fidld of socid sciences and
humeanities in generd is tha of how to ded with the relaion between economic action
and socid behaviour. Wheress formdist theoridts, drawing upon the utilitarian tradition
and the enlightenment rationdism of Hobbesan origin dressed tha sdf-interested,
rationd behaviour of economic actors was affected only minimaly by socid reations,
the subgantivist sde of the story placed the accent on the “embeddedness of economic
actions’ (Polany 1944). Economy is far from being a separate compound, or a cluder,
within a sodd sysem, because the individud’s search for  profit tekes place within
hisher socid and culturd context of beonging and it is, therefore, shaped by the socid
conditions of its action. In other words wha Marx defined as socid rdaions, ie
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relations among people engaged in a process of production, can be viewed as merdy
another sSde of the coin: the economic behaviour of socid actors is inextricably bound
to the socid system in which they operate. The features (ties, networks, organizations,
norms values, ecetera) that characterize such a system in the everyday context of
interaction among its actors are the determinant factors to be  examined when
congdering individuds economic choices and draegies Within this framework of
andyds, the idea of a foom of capitd that would be convetible into profit-seeking
economic action, but that nonetheless would transcend the puredy economic sphere can
be usfully adopted not only as a wide-reeching notion bridging dementary and
essential  categories  such as “economic  action”, “socid  behaviour” and  “culturd
repertoire’, but dso as a vaduable tool of andyss of ethnogrgphic materid. In addition,
the emphass on socid agreements, the manner in which they ae contracted and
represented by the actors focuses atention on the problem of the acquidtion and
transmission of “knowledge’ (Long and Van der Ploeg 1988).

In order to undersand the process of socidization within a community crested
from zero, i.e. a settlement, it is necessary to investigate not only the processes of socid
interaction and those through which socid ties are created, but dso the mechanisms
through which individuds interndize such networks, i.e accumulate socid  asses
within their drict context of action, the household. Afterwards, the sgnificance that
such assts assume for the individud will be extended a the village leve. At this point,
the processes of “harmonization of choices’, “sharing of knowledge’ and the mediating
role played by the common set of norms and vaue needs to be taken into congderation.

The reason for these steps in the process of accumulating social assets resides in
the bidimensond character of the notion. The condruction of vaues and norms aming
a both accumulating and redefining socid resources is predicated @ two levels —the
individuad and the societd. Therefore, the adoption of the concept of socid capitd can
srve to amplify the invedtigation within the horizontd spaces of socid interaction, i.e.
from the locd society to the globd aena and hdp to integrate data that would be
conventiondly stored in predefined categories (such the ‘economic’, the ‘politicd’ and

SO o).

® For an exhaudive account of the theoretical contribution of the debate on “subgtantivists’ and
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Conclusion: towards a model

It would be posshle to use the case of Mikazuki as the baess for the construction of
three different andyticd models. The fird, of verticd design, would consider the weight
of the higoricd shifts in Jagpan's agriculturd policies from the immediate post-war
period, via the age of the economic teke-off, to the present day. The dories Mikazuki's
people were ready to tell me would then count less than the economic performance of
the community and of the region as a whole, whilst the sgnificance of their choices and
srategies would quickly be obfuscated by the power of numbers datistics predicting
the future of the village. The second modd, focussing on the importance of the
individuds socid and economic behaviours, would am a describing such draegies as
letmotifs of the socid life in Mikazuki. In this case paying dtention to the petid
dimensons of the village sodety (intrahousehold relations inter-household ties and
locd interaction) could provide the ethnographic case with a depth of andysds often
unknown to research where fidldwork is absent or only margind. However, the utility of
the third modd, in which the notions of socid and culturd cepitd ae regarded as
paanees of identification of both a society’s inner qudities and of its moddity of
interaction with the local and trans-local environment, must not be underestimated.

In order to underdand the logic underpinning the third modd proposed here, two
assumptions will be consdered as the discourse hdlmarks. The firg is that the socid
asts of a community must be consdered as dements varying in time and space. The
whole repertoire of ties, networks and relaions that characterize a socid system, as well
& the vdues norms and ideologies people condruct within it, ae in condant
movement. People's responses to externd factors and conditions change as the
higoricd gdtuation urges them to seek adaptation in different ways. Subsequently, such
changes are continuoudy moulded a an individud and a locd levd, while beng
introduced into the everyday sphere of action.

The second assumption refers to the potentid inherent in a socid system to
permeate and Sgnificantly affect the outer sphere of interplay. After framing the socid
and economic paths followed by Mikazuki within a spatid and tempord dSructure, it
becomes posshble to condgder in what manner paticular forms of socid capitd influence
and to wha extent they eventudly shape the contacts that externd agents (villagers
from other communities, cooperative members, entrepreneurs from food processng
companies and 0 on) have with our villagers. To smplify the idea, the process can be
thought as one of “circulation”: externd factors and influences are absorbed by the

“formaligts’ see Issac (1993).



27
actors and commuted into their responses (choices and drategies). These responses
propagate concentricaly from the family out towards the locd aena (and back) and
they eventudly expand further to the externd and trandocd dage. It is a this point that
the cirde closes, as externd agents who are involved in economic transactions with the
famers, in order to be able to ded with them “profitably”, tend to seek adgptation of
thelr choices, vadues and norms. In other words, what is created a a household leve
gans space to exat its counter-influence on the outer sphere, which in turn will make
use of this feedback to seek gain (in merdly economic terms) or to adjust to the loca
expectations of the village In order to daify the assumptions on which this modd
rests, | will introduce two brief case-examplesin support of thisthess.

The first concerns the changes that followed the shift from the first (subsistence)
to the second (technicd) economic phase. Mikazuki’'s farmers, responding to the date's
policy orientation, which urged agriculture to aandon its traditiond inflexible dricture
based on intensve rice growing, began to diversfy ther options as far as cultivation
was concerned.. Contract faming and seasond (or annud) cash crops became
widespread among the settlements, which lacked the ddic gructure of traditiond
paddy-fidd farming villages. Subsidies had been made avalable by the State since the
late 1950s, and the village was not the only beneficiary of such an orientation. One of
the most exemplary cases of agricultura production was the establishment of a smal
processing fectory for the processng of peppermint for cosmetic use in 1958. The
factory was built with a date subsidy, and its operations lasted up to ten years during
which work and profit were equaly shared by its “members’. They had, in fact, agreed
to contribute to the mint operation by dl putting an equa portion of ther land asde for
the cultivation of the mint and participating, on the bads of a rather complex turn-taking
system, during the processing phases. The outcome was, as far as the economic point of
view is concerned, extremely postive. Farmers could benefit from immediate cash
revenues which helped them repay the debts accrued in the initid period. More
ggnificantly however, this event had the effect of contributing to the consdidation of
both inner and outer socid ties Fird, the villagers experienced moments of profit-
oriented cooperation for the fird time (rather than of “driving for survivd” as the
previous economic actions can be characterized), which, by leveling disagreements and
frictions condituted a boosting factor for the crestion of a more solid and cohesve
group. Second, the village's increased socid compactness drew attention & the loca
levd. The image of a “poor settlement” had to be redefined as its increasngly dynamic
economic activity caled for externd invesments in the area Villagers came into direct
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contact with the productive chain, skipping the common intermediaie sep of the locd
cooperative agency, and peasond rdations with companies became crucid for the
process of accumulation of both socid and economic assats. Moreover, the contribution
such contracts brought to the locd economy must be seen within the context of their
providing work for the neighbouring villages, dnce they reguired an extensve type of
farming. As in the case of the mint factory, some farmers from the boson worked to
help Mikazuki during the pesk seeson, wheress other farming units joined our villagers
in establishing smilar activities of their own particularly during the period 1956-70.

The second episode is that of the erection of the village shrine Fallowing the
example of another settlement, Mikazuki built its own dhrine in 1966 and shortly after
cdled for the introduction of a summer shrine festival Mikazuki Jinja Matsuri), which
is dill hedd on the third of August. The event was formely “warmly and cheerfully
accompanied by children's performances, games, dances and music’, especidly a times
when the presence of the young in the village was more subgtantid. This important
pause in the economic activity of the community was interpreted by its promoters as a
“tradition” to be edablished, and the facts soon confirmed this opinion. Not only could
rdaives, from the village itsdf or from outsde , join thar family in a ddightful
amosphere on this day, but the occason was dso propitious for inviting and welcoming
“desred guedts’. Cadres of the locd cooperatives, the heads of some of the food
processng companies, as wel as locd paliticd and religious authorities were among
those atending the fedtival, and their participation was not only occasond. The fedtiva
came to be seen as a moment in which the community had “something to offer” to its
guests, to thank them for their concern with the village's socio-economic presence, and
to sanction the exisence of important ties with its vidtors. The cregtion of a fedtivd
tradition drew dl the villagers efforts together in cooperation and group organizetion.
At the same time, Mikazuki increased its potentid to “cdl dtention” to itsdf. The
fedivd was conddered by the locd inhabitants a “dignifying example of the villagers
socid assts’, and in this sense its members work to consolidate persond relations with
the outer world was crowned by the inditution of an out-of the-ordinary, informd
occasion of interaction.

Although dightly different, the examples above provide evidence of how socid
cgpita is accumulated in the village, and how it can be used to procure economic
resources. The cregtion of socid networks within the community, the establishment of
what Granovetter defines as “week ties’ with drategicdly important eements of the
outer sphere and the re-daboration of such reations a a household and village levd ae
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higorically defindble a dl points. As the cases aove suggest, changing externd
conditions prompted and inspired diverse answvers from the faming households and of
their community. Such responses are surdly conceived in terms of “profit-seeking” (or
“druggling for survivd”, as the times required). Neverthdess, the logics underscoring
these choices are far from being mere economic rationdes, they go beyond Weberian
rationd speculations.

The difficulty in accounting for the socid and culturd resources that shgpe the
villageas response to changing higtoricd  conditions could be counterbdanced by the
vighility of ther “sodd products’. Concepts such as “socid harmony”, “flexibility”
and “coheson” ae unlikdy to assume amilar dgnificances in other contexts even a few
kilometres from Mikazuki. Because of the remarkable varigbility that characterizes such
resources, the applicability of the idea of cepitd to the socid redm is not sdf-
exhaudive and needs to be congantly put to discusson. This acoounts for the adoption
of a modd in which vaues and paterns of behaviours are neither mechanicad products
of the “impact” of overdl changes, nor features with an end in themsdves. They ae
dements of a more complex synergic mechanism, one in which actors are dternaivey
donors and recipients of influence in time and space. As one of the farmers said to me
‘They wanted apples, we made apples. Some years ago cheagper apples came from New
Zedand, s0 we darted making perfect fruits, big as meons and red as cherries. They
liked them, but | know that one day this won't be enough. So | started making pears, |
sad to mysdf, one day the Jgpanese will learn to enjoy peard’ (And they actudly did;
snce 1997 pear consumption and production has steedily increased in the prefecture.)
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